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A permanently open window is Jason Dodge’s first 
permanent installation. 

The project was conceived for an abandoned industrial space, 
now transformed into a commercial outlet, adjacent to the 
Maramotti Collection, in Reggio Emilia. 

Realized in what was once the tower of a factory’s electrical 
power plant, the work consists of three elements: a permanently 
opened window at the summit of the tower (as an appropriation 
of everything that appertains to the air), two cedarwood doors 
sequentially in line with one another (as a double threshhold for 
a possible passage of bodies made of air), and a sculpture 
entitled Alphabet.  

The elements that constitute this tryptich supplant the high-
voltage cables that once criss-crossed the tower, and they link 
with one another to construe a new and different order of space, 
no less than a new and different mode of perception. 

The hidden lives of little things, of the often minimal utilitarian 
objects of which the work makes use, subtracted from their 
original functions, stand at the center of the practice of Jason 
Dodge: his works attempt to give new life to objects, and to 
generate new and personal experiences for the viewer, who thus 
becomes an active part of the artist’s work. Dodge here invites 
the viewer to encounter the work in a particularly performative 
way: in a process of approach and discovery in which the very 
place—which indeed is a “place” and not simply a “space”—that 
hosts the elements of the work that “inhabits” it tends to subvert 



 

 

the traditional modes of viewer perception and thus to involve 
the viewer in an experience of a new and different conception of 
significant form. 

Traces of reflection on the meaning and import of this work are 
found in the poems “God of Rooms” by Jean Velentine, “The 
Fact of the Door Framed” by Adrienne Rich and “Alphabet” by 
Inger Christensen. 

Poetry is a language with which the artist is highly familiar, and 
with which he maintains a constant dialogue. 

So, it is not by chance that the day of of the work’s inauguration 
foresees a conversation between Jason Dodge and Matthew 
Dickman, an American poet with whom the artist is developing 
a collaborative project. 

 

A permanently open window 
a permanent installation by Jason Dodge 
[Via Fratelli Cervi 61, Reggio Emilia, Italy] 
 
Opening: 5 May 2013 
 
h. 11.ooam, Collezione Maramotti: 
Matthew Dickman and Jason Dodge in conversation 
 
 
The permanent installation can then be visited up to 6.00 pm. 
Free admission on a first come, first served basis (booking is 
advisable):  
email: info@collezionemaramotti.org 
ph. +39 0522 382484 

 
Visits to the installation start May 2013 on request to Collezione 
Maramotti. 
 

Info 
Collezione Maramotti  
Via Fratelli Cervi 66 
42124 Reggio Emilia – Italy 
tel. +39 0522 382484 
info@collezionemaramotti.org 
www.collezionemaramotti.org 

 

 
Short biographies 

Jason Dodge  
Born 1969 in Newtown (PA, USA). 
Lives and works in Berlin. 

He obtained a MFA at Yale University School of Art, New Haven (CT, 
USA) and a BFA at Maryland Institute College of Art, Baltimore (MD, 
USA). His work has been exhibited extensively, including in solo 



 

 

exhibitions at Kunsthauslenz, Linz (2013); Casey Kaplan, New York 
(2013), Henry Art Museum, Seattle (2013); Kunstverein Nürnberg 
(2012); Galleria Franco Noero, Torino (2012); CAC Vilnius (2011); La 
Galerie, Noisy-le-Sec (2010); Kunstverein Hannover (2010); 
Kunstverein Düsseldorf (2009); REC., Berlin (2006) 

Among his most recent group shows: The 9th Mercosul Biennial, 
Porto Alegre (2013); A House of Leaves, David Roberts Art 
Foundation, London (2013); Paris Triennale, Palais de Tokyo, Paris 
(2012); 30th São Paulo Biennial (2011), The Workers, MASS MoCA, 
North Adams (MA, USA) (2011); Language of Less (Then & Now), 
MCA Chicago (2011); The Quick and the Dead, Walker Art Center, 
Minneapolis (2009). The Awakening of the Birds: Homage to Olivier 
Messiaen, Collection Lambert, Avignon (2009/2008); NY_SOME 
TIME WAITING, Kadist Art Foundation, Paris (2008) 
 

 

Matthew Dickman 
Born 1969 in Portland (OR, USA). 
Lives and work in Portland. 
 
Author of All-American Poem (American Poetry Review/ Copper 
Canyon Press, 2008), 50 American Plays (Copper Canyon Press, 
2012), and Mayakovsky’s Revolver (W.W. Norton & Co, 2012), he is 
also the author of two chapbooks, Amigos (Q Ave Press, 2007) and 
Something about a Black Scarf (Azul Press, 2008). He is the recipient 
of The Honickman First Book Prize (2008), The May Sarton Award 
from the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (2008), the Kate 
Tufts Award from Claremont College (2009), and the  Oregon Book 
Award from Literary Arts of Oregon (2009). His poems have appeared 
in McSweeny’s, Ploughshares, The Believer, The London Review of 
Books, Narrative Magazine, Esquire Magazine and The New Yorker 
among others.  
He is the Poetry Editor of Tin House Magazine.  


