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AGGV’s Emily Carr: On the Edge of Nowhere to Continue 

 
The Art Gallery of Greater Victoria is pleased to announce that  Emily Carr: On the Edge 
of Nowhere, originally slated to close in June of 2013, will continue.  The popular 
exhibition explores Carr’s life through the evolution of her art and makes the AGGV the 
premiere destination on Vancouver Island to learn about this remarkable woman. 
 
“Emily Carr successfully created some of the most ground-breaking work in British 
Columbia and we are proud to continue to provide visitors with the opportunity to 
experience her talent,” said AGGV Chief Curator, Michelle Jacques.  “Her depiction of 
West Coast life has made her not only one of Victoria’s most beloved citizens but also one 
of Canada’s most renowned painters, recognized as a pioneer of modernism in this 
country.”  
 
To further celebrate Carr’s life and work the AGGV is hosting the Lecture and Book 
Launch: Emily Carr in the 21st Century: Icon & Inspiration on Saturday, June 8 from 1 to 3 
p.m. Lead by two visiting professors from Memorial University in Newfoundland, 
contemporary artist Ingrid Mary Percy and  Dr. Stephanie McKenzie, author of Saviours in 
This Little Space for Now: Poems for Emily Carr and Vincent van Gogh, the afternoon will 
explore Carr’s legacy as it pertains to British Columbia and contemporary art.  
 
The AGGV also has a special return screening of Michael Ostroff’s critically acclaimed 
documentary, Winds of Heaven: Emily Carr, Carvers & The Spirits of the Forest on 
Thursday June 6 at 7 p.m. This film takes viewers on a journey through the deep brooding 
mystery and inner beauty of Emily Carr’s paintings – a lyrical, luminescent and 
entertaining impression of the life of Carr and her connection to First Nations people of the 
Northwest Coast of BC. 
  
Emily Carr: On the Edge of Nowhere features over 40 works from the collection of the Art 
Gallery of Greater Victoria, important loans from galleries, museums, private collections 
and an early oil painting from the collection the Sisters of Saint Ann, Victoria. It 
showcases pieces in all of the media and styles that Emily Carr explored. 
 
The AGGV has made several new additions to the exhibition, bringing attention to the 
contemporary discussions that surround Carr's work. Recently installed works include 
water colour landscapes by Maude Lettice and sisters Josephine and Susan Reynolds 
Crease, Victoria women who were painting in the region in the late 1800s.  Although Emily 
Carr is often portrayed as a lone female pioneer, in fact, her home town of Victoria 
boasted a group of women who were deeply committed to depicting the landscapes of 
Vancouver Island and the region beyond.  
 
Carr's path as an artist was indebted to First Nations artistic practices. A selection of 
Argillite model totem poles by Haida artists has also been added to the exhibition. The 
soft black stone used to make these sculptures comes from a deposit located on Haida 
Gwaii, BC where Carr spent time painting many of her iconic totem pole works. Conceived 
for trade and sale in the late 19th century tourist market, Haida artists developed a range 
of carved objects that included platters, cups and miniature totem poles.  
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The Emily Carr painting, Dancing Tree, donated to the AGGV by the Hon. Mark Kearley in 1968, has also been added to the exhibition. 
 
In the summer, additional works including a painting newly loaned to the AGGV, Berg Lake, Evening (#4 in the series Sketches of Mount 
Robson) by Carr contemporary and friend Lawren Harris, will also be added to the exhibition. 
 

With support from the Associates of the AGGV, the exhibition catalogue, Emily Carr: On the Edge of Nowhere with essays by Mary Jo 

Hughes and Kerry Mason, has been reprinted and is available for purchase in the Gallery Shop. 
 
For more information, visit www.aggv.ca or call 250-384-4171. 
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