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To begin with, I drink my coffee black. Had too much and now I'm scared. I decided to travel 
north with a crutch: I watch my every step, since everything I make is either too big or too 
small. Now this becomes a therapeutic journey  – a forced session of retreat to reconsider my 
actions, to embrace myself. Somewhere in between the act, I fantasize about space. I strip it 
down and observe it from all sides. I almost see it helplessly floating, surrounded by the Immense 
Vastness of Nothingness. Hundreds of Volant black stadiums tightly surround me. Let me have 
another sip. 
 

 

The new sculpture sequence Monograms by Evita Vasiljeva is a continuation of her studies on 

sculpture and its complex relationship with its surroundings. On this occasion, the exhibition 

space – a white cube hanging above the Opera restaurant in Umeå - is a point of departure, 

which mutely leads the way and shapes the nature of the sculptures to the current result. The 

ambience of the space plays almost a violent role, whereas the sculptures become victims 

through the limitations set as an embargo. One has to be aware of the scale and thus think 

small. 
 

 

Further on Vita Kuben capitulates and becomes a sort of ready-made, the large scale is replaced 

with Monograms for contrast. As part of the sculptures there forms a reflection, a parasite or even a 

piercing. It occupies the work with its presence. Instead of putting Monograms in the space of Vita 

Kuben, Vita Kuben finds itself in Monograms. 

 

If this story were a plot for some movie, restaurant sounds would prevail somewhere in the 

background. You would hear the murmur of people and the tinkling of cutlery. You would stir your 

average coffee and get lost in it, or otherwise you'd still be looking for a reflection in a silver spoon, 

a spoon not made of silver.  

 

Elements of this muted show include: silvery spoons turned into metal bars, pitch black coffee 

turned into sculptural white objects and various others doused with silvery liquid that freezes at the 

moment of pouring.  

 



Evita Vasiļjeva (1985) has graduated from Gerrit Rietveld Academy, in the Fine Arts programme. 

Since 2009, she has participated in various group exhibitions, among them “Indian Summer” 

Gallery Fons Welters (2013), “Visions of Gertrude” at Slag op het Slaag (2013); ”Chinese 

Restaurant” at Retort (2012); “Based on a true story” at Kafana Box Office (2012); “OMG” at Oude 

kerk (2012), Amsterdam, the Netherlands; ”Crisis? What crisis?” at the Europe Exchange Academy 

exhibition space in Beelitz, Germany (2012); “A.H/H.A” in Zaandam, the Netherlands (2011); 

”From the Finger to the Skruk” at Basisburo, Amsterdam, the Netherlands (2010); as well as group 

shows in Riga – “Cause and Effect” (2010) and “NOMA 00-10” (2009) at kim? Contemporary Art 

Centre. Recent solo exhibition -  “Parallel to vertical” (2013) at kim? Contemporary Art Centre, 

Riga. Since 2008, she has been an author in Vetomagazine, kuš! comics, and Popper Magazine 

editions. Lives and works in Amsterdam. 

 

 

Monograms is the first exhibition from the series Hanging Above. The Case in the Case. Cycle 

of solo exhibitions in three episodes by Evita Vasiljeva, Ieva Kraule and Daria Melnikova 

responds to an invitation by gallery Vita Kuben for two European Capitals of Culture 2014 – 

Riga and Umeå.  
 

January 24 – February 22, 2014 - Evita Vasiljeva 

February 28 – March 29, 2014 - Ieva Kraule 

April 4 – May 3, 2014 - Darja Melnikova 

 

 

 

 

From Latvian side the project is supported by: Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Latvia, the 

State Culture Capital Foundation (SCCF), Riga City Council. 

 

Curators would like to thank Jānis Borgs for his support.  
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