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In presenting the exhibition Desiderata the Aargauer Kunsthaus kicks off 

the year 2014 by giving centre stage to its collection. The spaciously 

arranged presentation offers a survey of recent additions – high-

quality acquisitions, gifts and permanent loans that enrich the 

holdings of the Aargauer Kunsthaus and, in this varied show, offer 

an exclusive look at the true character of the collection. Among the 

exhibits are both historical artworks and works by more recent as 

well as established contemporary artists, including Cuno Amiet, 

Miriam Cahn, Cédric Eisenring / Thomas Julier, Ferdinand Hodler, 

Frédéric Moser & Philippe Schwinger, Shirana Shahbazi, Mai-Thu 

Perret, Dieter Roth, Daniel Spoerri and Aldo Walker / Rolf 

Winnewisser. 
 

The collection of the Aargauer Kunsthaus grows continuously through 

acquisitions as well as, to no small extent, through generous donations and 

permanent loans. In this way both outstanding individual works and entire 

bodies of works have been added to the holdings of the Kunsthaus in recent 

years. Each of these adds life to the collection, enabling new cross-

references between – and opening up unexpected perspectives on – the 

existing works. Almost seven years after the last major presentation of the 

collection, large parts of the Kunsthaus’s floor space are once again 

filled with works from its own holdings. Many of the works have never 

before been on view in Aarau – they are making their debut. At the same 

time there will be opportunities to meet old acquaintances: works that were 

shown in temporary exhibitions and purchased in that context. These evoke 

the array of exhibitions of recent years. And along with the numerous 

donations, permanent loans and other acquisitions they are emblematic of 



 

the museum’s profile as a dynamic venue for the exploration of and 

interaction with Swiss art.  
 

One focus of the exhibition is on rarely shown, large-scale three-

dimensional installations, which are displayed on the ground floor in a 

generously spaced arrangement. On view for the first time at the Aargauer 

Kunsthaus is the impressive installation Internment Area (2002) of the 

artist duo Frédéric Moser & Philippe Schwinger. The starting point of this 

video installation is the therapeutic method of the psychodrama, which 

Moser & Schwinger weave into a three-dimensional filmic apparatus. From a 

monumental stage-like structure the visitor watches a film sequence 

focusing on a therapy session that follows the rules of psychodrama. The 

scene of the drama is the same stage that the visitor is standing on. Moser 

& Schwinger built it based on the design of Jacob L. Moreno, the founder of 

this form of therapy, which was derived from improvisational theatre. 

Through the artificial stage situation the two artists reflect on different 

methods of controlled communication.  
 

A highlight of Mai-Thu Perret’s solo exhibition at the Aargauer Kunsthaus 

was the installation Little Planetary Harmony (2006). The unconventional 

artist’s museum was acquired after the show and now greets visitors in the 

second gallery. The oversized, accessible tea pot stands there like a UFO. 

It houses a miniature exhibition of small-scale panel paintings, a "museum 

within the museum." The work is thus beautifully aligned with the thematic 

thrust of the exhibition. Yet it may also be read as a critical commentary 

on the way in which art museums increasingly emulate the entertainment 

industry: do we really need striking, attention-getting architecture just 

to present simple images inside? 
 

Thomas Hirschhorn’s 1998 installation Über Katalog, Text, Edition likewise 

prompts reflections on the status of art in society. Displayed in a 

makeshift showcase are publications by Hirschhorn as well as photo copies 

of texts, letters and sketches related to his exhibitions. The materials 

are covered with a red foil on which comments have been added with a 

marker. Hirschhorn himself describes the assemblage as reflecting his 

dislike of an art system whose main objective nowadays is to produce 

"pretty catalogues."  
 

Efforts to expand the collection of the Aargauer Kunsthaus look at 

possibilities to establish aesthetic and thematic connections and to add 

(future) standard works of current Swiss art-making to the collection. The 

exhibition Desiderata elaborates these possibilities on the basis of a 

number of paintings and sculptures that provide a counterbalance to the 



 

sprawling installations. Pointed presentations highlight the latest trends 

and developments and contextualise them both with regard to other works 

from the collection and within contemporary artistic practice. In the 

process a point is made to forge links to the past, for example, to works 

by Ferdinand Hodler and Cuno Amiet that have recently found their way into 

the collection of the Aargauer Kunsthaus as permanent loans. They show that 

certain pictorial themes survive generations and, indeed, epochs: mindful 

of the image of Hodler’s dancing "gypsy" (La Romanichelle, 1910), visitors 

confront the collaborative murals of Aldo Walker and Rolf Winnewisser (Ohne 

Titel (Stromern im Bild), 1982), which similarly address the subject of 

dance and variation on large panels of fabric.  
 

Included in the exhibition are works by, among others, Cuno Amiet, Alice 

Bailly, Binia Bill, Miriam Cahn, Valentin Carron, Cédric Eisenring / Thomas 

Julier, Thomas Hirschhorn, Ferdinand Hodler, Bruno Jakob, Renée Levi, Luigi 

Lurati, Lutz & Guggisberg, Frédéric Moser & Philippe Schwinger, Yves 

Netzhammer, Taiyo Onorato & Nico Krebs, Mai-Thu Perret, Elodie Pong, Dieter 

Roth, Hans Schärer, Shirana Shahbazi, Daniel Spoerri, Fiona Tan, André 

Thomkins, Aldo Walker / Rolf Winnewisser. 

 
Curators of the Exhibition 
Madeleine Schuppli, Director Aargauer Kunsthaus, and Thomas Schmutz, 
Curator / Dep. Director Aargauer Kunsthaus 
 
Preview for the Media 
Thursday, 23 January 2014, 10 pm 
Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli, Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus, 
introduction and tour of the exhibition with Thomas Schmutz, Curator 
Aargauer Kunsthaus; followed by a reception in the foyer.  
 
Opening 
Friday, 24 January 2014, 6 pm 
6.15 pm Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli, Director Aargauer Kunsthaus; 
introduction by Thomas Schmutz, Curator Aargauer Kunsthaus. 
Followed by a reception in the foyer.  
5 – 6 pm Preview for sponsors and members of the Aargauischen Kunstvereins 
 

 
Guided Tours 
 
Thursday 6.30 pm 
30 January with Thomas Schmutz, 6 March with Brigitte Haas, 3 April with 
Madeleine Schuppli 
Sunday 11 am 
26 January with Yasmin Afschar, 2 February with Astrid Näff, 16 February 
with Brigitte Haas, 2 March with Yasmin Afschar, 16 March with Brigitte 
Haas, 6 April with Brigitte Haas 
Easter Sunday 11 am  
20 April with Astrid Näff 
Easter Monday 11 am 



 

21 April with Astrid Näff 
 
Art Education 
 
Children’s Opening: Secret! 
Friday, 24 January, 6-8 pm 
Meet at the studio downstairs at 6 pm  
For children ages 5 and older 
 
Children and Families 
 
Art Hunt 
Saturday 22 Feb. / 1 Mar. / 8 Mar. / 15 Mar. / 22 Mar.  
10 am – 12.30 pm for children ages 9 to 13  
1.30 – 3.30 pm for children ages 5 to 8 
Children are introduced to art 
 
Open Studio  
Sunday, 26 Jan. / 23 Feb. / 30 Mar. 11 am – 4 pm 
The studio is open to creative minds of all ages 
 
Art Parents 
Wednesday, 29 Jan. / 26 Feb. / 26 Mar. 9–10 am 
For parents of small children; childcare available 
 
Family Sundays 
Sunday, 9 Feb. / 9 Mar. / 13 Apr. 11 am, 1 pm and 3 pm 
Interactive tour and workshop for families with children ages 5 and older 
 
Adults 
 
Art Picnic 
Thursday, 13 March, 12 – 1 pm 
Lunchtime tour, afterwards sandwich in the studio  
 
Rendez-vous  
Saturday, 29 March, 3 − 4.30 pm 
with Sabina Imhof, art expert and deputy manager of the Galerie 
Ehrensperger in Zürich  
 
 
Opening Hours Aargauer Kunsthaus 
Tuesday -Sunday 10 am - 5 pm, Thursday 10 am – 8 pm 

Holiday Opening Hours  
Holy Thursday, 17 April, Good Friday, 18 April, Easter Sunday, 20 April and 
Easter Monday, 21 April, open from 10 am to 5 pm 
 
Images for the media 
Images are available for downloading on our website 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch> Media. Please consider the copyright.  
 
 
For additional information please contact: 
Madeleine Schuppli, Director Aargauer Kunsthaus,  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 30, email: madeleine.schuppli@ag.ch 



 

Filomena Colecchia, Media/Communication  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 34, email: filomena.colecchia@ag.ch 
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