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The CARAVAN exhibition series kicks off the year 2014 with a 

presentation by Matthias Wyss (b. 1985). To date, this Biel-based 

artist is known in particular for his series of small-scale and 

dense pencil drawings. Since Matthias Wyss has changed media, 

switching from drawing to painting, the exhibition at the Aargauer 

Kunsthaus focuses on the more recent painterly works. 

 
A characteristic feature of Matthias Wyss’s oeuvre is the integration of 

seemingly incongruous objects, figures and animal beings within a single 

work. Through these unusual combinations he creates extremely rich and 

complex worlds of unconventional imagery. His compositions overwhelm the 

viewer with their complexity and denseness, yet at the same time invite him 

to plunge into them, as they start off countless narratives. They require a 

great deal of concentration and close inspection. The artist’s universe 

arouses ambivalent feelings, as the images appear familiar and terrifying, 

trivial and fantastic, balanced and cluttered, Edenic and ghastly. 
 

The artist finds the subjects for his work anywhere. They draw on personal 

topics as well as on insignificant banalities. Matthias Wyss develops the 

compositions without sketches, preparatory drawings or a fixed plan. With 

each work he sets himself the task of combining seemingly incompatible 

images in a painting. The creative process involves alternating between 

recording, combining, erasing and pushes the artist until the subject 

matter has received a possible form. Rather than by a dream, Wyss is guided 

by the specific regularities of the particular medium. 
 

Although the exhibition at the Aargauer Kunsthaus focuses on the recent 

medium-scale painterly works, it also considers Matthias Wyss' 

preoccupation with the medium of drawing. After compiling five sketchbooks 



 

in the 2006 publication Dschungel: Erstes Buch and the 2011–2013 series 

Tageslicht, the pencil drawings have, in the eyes of the artist, reached a 

level of perfection that made him want to turn to a different medium. Using 

larger formats and applying paints, he translates drawing into painting. 

This shift in medium challenges him to develop a new visual language. Also 

new are the titles that Wyss provides for his painterly works, thereby 

giving more weight to them than he had to the individual drawings, which he 

combined into series.  
 

In the pencil drawings the focus had been on the various shades or nuances 

of the graphite, whereas the medium of oil paint involves dealing with 

colour. The colour palette varies between muted red-brown and grey-blue 

hues with individual blue, red and white accents. The paint is glazed layer 

by layer in a calm and smooth manner of painting. The smooth brushwork 

contrasts sharply with the dynamic quality of the compositions, the 

intertwined figures and the layered image planes. The change of medium also 

involves a shift in content that already announced itself in his works of 

the Tageslicht series. His drawings evoke the works of old masters such as 

Hieronymus Bosch and Pieter Bruegel the Elder. Like them, Wyss struggles to 

create a contemporary, distinct visual language. He accomplishes this by 

embedding elements such as trains, shopping carts, cars in familiar scenes 

of everyday life. Thus situated in the here and now, socio-critical topics 

become more important and the fantastic aspects of his drawings take a back 

seat. 

 

Matthias Wyss, born in Hessigkofen (Canton of Solothurn) in 1985, lives and 
works in Biel. Attending the Biel School of Design from 2002 on, 
successfully completed the class for graphics in 2005. Just out of school, 
Matthias Wyss published a series of drawings in book form under the title 
Dschungel. Erstes Buch (2006). In 2006 he was awarded the Swiss Confederate 
Art Prize at the Swiss Art Awards competition und in 2013 he received the 
main prize of the Louise Aeschlimann and Margareta Corti Fellowship. 
Selected solo exhibitions to date: Tageslicht, Stadtgalerie Bern (2012).  
Selected group exhibitions to date: UNTER 30, follow-up exhibitions of the 
recipients of the 2013 Kiefer Hablitzel Prize, Centre d'Art contemporain, 
Geneva (2013/14); Orte des Unheimlichen, AKKU, Emmenbrücke (2013); Swiss 
Art Awards Basel, (2006 and 2013); Ausstellung der Förderpreise 2013, S11 
Solothurn (2013); Aeschlimann Corti, Kunsthaus Langenthal (2009); Art 
Zürich (2006); Unter 30 IV., CentrePasQuart, Biel (2006). 

CARAVAN – Launched in 2008, this series of exhibitions of young art offers 
visitors to the Aargauer Kunsthaus a chance to encounter young Swiss 
artists and to discover novel and as yet unestablished artistic practices. 
Its name, CARAVAN, is programmatic; several times a year, artists are given  
 



 

different galleries of the Aargauer Kunsthaus to work with. These "mobile 
interventions" engage in a discourse with the building, the collection and 
the programme of the Kunsthaus, opening up new ways of seeing for the 
visiting public. In this way, rather than creating a self-contained project 
space for recent art, the exhibition series promotes a link-up of recent 
artistic practices with everything else the Kunsthaus has to offer. Each 
time, CARAVAN will thus stop at varying and, perhaps, surprising locations 
in the Aargauer Kunsthaus. 
 

Curator 
Karoliina Elmer, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus, Aarau 
 
 

Preview for the Media  
Thursday, 23 January 2014, 10 am 
Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli, Director Aargauer Kunsthaus; 
introduction by Karoliina Elmer, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus; 
tour of the exhibitions, followed by a reception in the foyer.  
Matthias Wyss will be present.  
 
Opening 
Friday, 24 January, 6 pm 
6.15 pm Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli, Director Aargauer Kunsthaus; 
Introduction by Karoliina Elmer, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
 
Artist's Talk 
Thursday, 20 February, 6.30 pm  
Matthias Wyss in conversation with Madeleine Schuppli, Director Aargauer 
Kunsthaus, and Karoliina Elmer, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus. 
Followed by a reception in the foyer. 
 
 
Opening Hours  

Tuesday -Sunday 10 am -5 pm, Thursday 10 am – 8 pm 
 

Holiday Opening Hours  
Holy Thursday, 17 April, Good Friday, 18 April, Easter Sunday, 20 April and 
Easter Monday, 21 April, open from 10 am to 5 pm 
 
Images for the media 
Images are available for downloading on our website 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch> Media. Please consider the copyright.  
 
 
 
For additional information please contact: 
Karoliina Elmer, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 49 72, email: karoliina.elmer@ag.ch  

Filomena Colecchia, Media/Communication  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 34, email: filomena.colecchia@ag.ch 
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