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HANNAH RICKARDS 
 
To enable me to fix my attention on any one of these symbols I was 
to imagine that I was looking at the colours as I might see them on 
a moving picture screen. 

15 February – 21st April 2014 

Preview: 14 February, 6.30pm 

Modern Art Oxford presents a new exhibition of work by British artist Hannah 

Rickards. This major exhibition will occupy the entire gallery space at Modern 

Art Oxford and include the artist’s most recognised works to date alongside a 

new piece, Like sand disappearing or something.,  exhibited for the first 

time.   

Rickards’ meticulously researched and executed works explore the elusive 

landscape of perception, language and translation. Her attention is particularly 

drawn to natural phenomena such as thunder, mirage, and the aurora borealis. 

She closely examines these occurrences – and how we experience them – 

through moving image, audio and installation works.  

Rickards says, “Everything within this exhibition is to do with an uncertainty in 

language and how we might try to articulate a relationship to something beyond 

us in the world: musically, verbally, gesturally.”  

The artist’s scrupulous and investigative methodology involves the detailed 

deconstruction of her chosen subjects. Breaking down the auditory, visual or 

spatial relationships with atmospheric phenomena into minute parts for 

individual examination, her intense artistic gaze scrutinises each particle before 

reconstruction, often in an alternative form, through language, gesture or 

musical performance. 



 

 

This absorbing show brings together for the first time an accomplished body of 

work by an artist whose practice has attracted significant international critical 

acclaim in recent years.  

The exhibition will be accompanied by a monograph examining Rickards’ 

complex practice with an introduction by Paul Hobson, texts by Sally Shaw, Isla 

Leaver Yap and a dialogue between Hannah Rickards and Adam Chodzko. 

Published in the UK by Walther Koenig Books.  

ENDS 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

List of works  

1 The sound I  think it  makes is,  is  that whispering sound, to me 
i t  sounds, i t  almost sounds, um, uh, what's the word I 'm thinking? 
Um, l ike historic,  not historic,  but,  um, oh: a legend, i t ,  i t  sounds 
l ike a legend, you know, when you think of a legend or something 
way back in the past you get that,  that,  i t  sounds l ike that to me, 
l ike this legend or somebody's,  this whispering sound: it 's a 
legend. (full  t i t le)   

...a legend, it, it sounds like a legend... (shortened title) 2007 

2 Some people say they think it sounds like aluminium foil but to me 
aluminium foil is not the sound. (2007 )  

3  Right here and then nothing anywhere else.  (2014 )  

4  Thunder  (2005 )  

5  Like sand disappearing or something.  (2013 )  

6  No, there was no red.  (2009 )  

7  To enable me to fix my attention on any one of these symbols I was to 
imagine that I was looking at the colours as I might see them on a moving 
pictures screen. (2008) 

For further information and images please contact Hannah Evans, Communications 

Manager, Modern Art Oxford at: hannah.evans@modernartoxford.org.uk / +44 (0)1865 

813 826 / +44 (0)7817 268 998. 

Exhibition Dates: Saturday 15 February – Monday 21 April 2014  

Press Preview: Friday 14 February, 5.30pm 

Main Preview: Friday 14 February, 6.30pm – 8.30pm 

Artist Talk: Hannah Rickards in conversation with Geoffrey Farmer, 1pm Saturday 15 



 

 

February. FREE 

Live performance of the Thunder score and launch of Hannah Rickards the 

exhibition monograph, To enable me to fix my attention on any one of these 

symbols I was to imagine that I was looking at the colours as I might see them 

on a moving picture screen. Date 13 March, 6.30pm Edward Boyle Auditorium, 

St Hilda’s College FREE 

	  
Hannah Rickards Biography	  	  

Hannah Rickards lives and works in London. Educated at Central Saint Martins 

College of Art and Design, her recent solo exhibitions include Artspeak, 

Vancouver (2010), Whitechapel Gallery (2009 ), Collezione Maramotti, Reggio 

Emilia, Italy, (2009); The Showroom, London (2007) and has been commissioned 

by Media Art, Bath (2005) among others.  

 

She has shown in recent group exhibitions at Art Gallery of Alberta, Edmonton, 

Canada (2013); S1 Artspace, Sheffield (2013); Kayne Griffin Corcoran, Los 

Angeles(2013); Murray Guy, New York (2011); Palais de Tokyo, Paris (2009); 

Walker Art Center, Minneapolis (2009), ICA, London (2008);  Johann Koenig, 

Berlin (2007), and Witte de With (2006). 

 

Rickards was the 2009 recipient of the MaxMara Art Prize for Women in 

collaboration with the Whitechapel Gallery. In September 2014 she will have a 

solo exhibition at the Fogo Island Gallery, Newfoundland, Canada. 

 

Exhibition and Monograph supported by Collezione Maramotti, Italy. 

Modern Art Oxford is supported by Arts Council England and Oxford City Council.  

 

 

 


