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We are very pleased to announce our second exhibition of the work of Stephen Willats, Attracting the Attractor, 
which includes new drawings, diagrams and films. This is the first exhibition in Switzerland by the British conceptual 
artist that focuses on his drawings and explores Willats’ use of the diagram as a graphical device to illustrate the 
concepts behind his practice.  Willats has had a long association with Switzerland and Germany in addition to his 
native United Kingdom where he had three major museum exhibitions within the past 18 months, Whitechapel 
Gallery, Raven Row, London and in Oxford’s Museum of Modern Art. 

A pioneer of conceptual art, Willats’ work includes drawings, photographic wall work and installations, diagrams, 
films, and interactive project work. Over the past five decades he has investigated networks, cybernetic theories of 
social interaction, communication, perception and feedback and has continued to develop new graphical forms to 
explore these ideas. His work challenges the traditional role of the viewer, always seeing the relationship between 
artwork and audience as one of the key drivers of his practice.  

Inspired by Heinz von Foerster – a seminal thinker in the realm of cybernetics during the 1960s – Attracting the 
Attractor  develops Foerster’s notion of the strange attractor, the unknown force that drives situations that you 
cannot see, but you can possess that part of the situation that you can see. For example, if you see a passer-by, 
you do not know where they have come from or where they are going or why, but you can provide your own context 
whilst they are in your sight, in your own frame of reference, as a concept in action that represents a possible state 
of affairs, and the longer you project onto the passer-by the more complex the relationship. 

The works on paper include various diagrams, thought flows, patterns and sequences in watercolor, acrylic, pencil 
and Letraset created between 2010 and 2013. Complexity is developed through layers and colors as various 
components are added. The grids made in fine pencil become smaller and colors become solid. Following arrows 
can lead you through a maze, with or without an exit - like our thoughts, there are various alternatives but 
sometimes various paths must be sought to find a solution. 

Willats has also produced three new films for the exhibition: one that portrays a sequence of people in twos, another 
that explores how we view other people, how we interpret the signals an image of a couple reveals about their 
relationship and a Still Life film that focuses on the relationships between the shapes of inanimate objects, turning 
the size of day-to-day objects such as vases into something more monumental and mysterious. 

Willats interest in sociology, psychology, communication, chance, is portrayed in drawings and films and 
photography of daily life in a city, looking at communication between people, whether real or imagined, verbal or 
gestural. It leads to further conversations, thoughts. In our daily life, conversations are shorter, direct, frequent. We 
are tethered to each another through mobiles and internet. Privacy and private space is scarce and may be 
uncomortable for those used to constant communication.  

Stephen Willats’ works are in the collections of the National Galerie, Berlin, Folkwang Museum, Essen, Ludwig 
Museum, Cologne, Landesmuseum Munster, various FNAC and FRAC in France, Kunsthaus Zurich, Migros 
Museum, Zurich, Museum of Modern Art, New York, The Tate Gallery, National Portrait Gallery, and the Victoria & 
Albert Museum, London, van Abbemuseum, Eindhoven, amongst others. In 2011 he particated in ART BASEL 
Conversations, moderated by Hans Ulrich Obrist. 

Since the 1960s he has published Control magazine. Issue Nineteen is available in the gallery. 

Upcoming exhibitions include Tamayo Museum, Mexico City; Shanghai Biennial and MD72 and DAAD, Berlin. 


