
Via A. Vannucci 13, 20135 Milan (Italy)
info@officinedelllimmagine.com
www.officinedellimmagine.com

Officine dell’Immagine, Milan
24 April – 28 June 2014

Xing Danwen | UTOPIA

Curated by Silvia Cirelli

Opening: Thursday 24 April, 7 pm

From 24 April until 28 June 2014, Officine dell’Immagine, a prestigious gallery in Milan, will host the first solo 
exhibition of Xing Danwen (Xi’An, 1967), a highly esteemed and important Chinese contemporary artist.  Curated
by Silvia Cirelli, this exhibition will show a selection of the most significant works carried out by this exceptional 
figure during her 25-year career. 

A versatile artist, who uses art to express her emotions and feelings, Xing Dawen has always excelled at varying 
her vocabulary, exploring new stylistic languages, ranging from installations to photography and performances. She 
succeeds in voicing her ideas skilfully, mingling personal elements with instances taken from real life, reassessing 
key moments in contemporary Chinese history.  Xing Dawen was, in fact, born in the 1960s, one of the most 
complex and difficult periods of contemporary China, characterised by the famous Cultural Revolution of 1966 
and, a few decades later, by the blood-spattered repression of student revolts, which culminated in the one in 
Tiananmen Square in 1989. In addition to representing a delicate historical and especially social era, the 1980s and 
90s marked the beginning of the Chinese artistic avant-garde, a movement which radically transformed the local 
artistic scene, bringing contemporary Chinese art to the acknowledgment held nowadays. Among the key 
protagonists of the exciting flurry of those years, Xing Danwen holds a special place. 

The Milan exhibition, called UTOPIA, illustrates the most significant features of her wide poetic language, which 
has made her an established artist both nationally and internationally. Her works are held in the most important 
museum collections the world over, such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Centre Pompidou 
in Paris or the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, to name but a few. This is her first solo exhibition in Italy, 
which allows a close encounter with her artistic production. “A private, but also collective journey”, as she herself 
defines it, which outlines all the contradictions of Chinese culture, one of the most complex ones in 
contemporary society.

The famous series Urban Fiction opens the exhibition, a work-in-progress project started by Xing Dawen in 2004,
examining the resonances of the unruly development of the last years and its implications in Chinese social life.
What may look like idyllic fairy-tale settings conceal, in fact, contemporary scenes where solitude, violence and
lust take centre stage. Life is lived in a utopian way, where a sense of perfection forcibly avoids a deep sense of
isolation. 

The series of photographies called  disCONNEXION, dated 2002-2003, has been carried out in one of the biggest
electronic landfills in China, in the Guangdong region. The tragic consequences of a disorganised and unhealthy
urban development are at the forefront of these works. The exhibition then carries on with the video  Sleep
Walking, dated 2001, and the triptych Born with Cultural Revolution, dated 1995, both inspired by the theme of
memory, of cultural identity and the changing evocation of time. The exhibition ends with the most recent work by
Xing Danwen, I Can’t Feel What I Feel, dated 2012. It is a video showing a touching performance of the artist
herself. 
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Biography
Xing Danwen was born in Xi’An (China) in 1967 and now lives and works in Beijing. She graduated from the
Central Academy of Fine Art in Beijing in 1992 and obtained a MA at the School of Visual Arts in New York. She
held exhibitions in important foreign museums, such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, (USA), the
Victoria and Albert Museum in London (UK), the National Museum of Contemporary Art in Singapore, the Palais
Des Beaux-Arts in Brussels (BE), the Museum of Contemporary Arts in Chicago (USA), the Centre Pompidou in
Paris (FR), and the Groninger Museum (NL). She also took part in festivals and Biennials, such as the Beijing Photo
Biennale (2013), the Biennale in Moscow (2009), the one in Venice (2006), Sydney (2004), Tirana (2001), the
FOTOFEST in Houston, Texas (2008), the Noorderlicht Photo Festival in Groningen (2005) and the Triennale in
Yokohama (2001).

Milan, March 2014

XING DANWEN
Utopia
Curated by Silvia Cirelli
Milan, Officine dell’Immagine (via Atto Vannucci 13)
24 April – 28 June 2014

Admission free
Opening times: Tuesday - Friday 3 to 7 ; Saturday 11 to 7.  Monday and holidays by appointment.

A catalogue is available at the gallery.

For more information: tel. +39 02 91638758 - www.officinedellimmagine.com - info@officinedellimmagine.com
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Press release and images can be found at www.clponline.it
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