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The clashing point of two subjects, two disciplines, two cultures—of two galaxies, so far as that goes—ought  
to produce creative chances. - CP Snow 
 
GV Art presents a retrospective of the first five years of the gallery at Chiltern Street, to celebrate the work 
of the artists and scientists who contributed to the gallery programme and to chart new destinations for the 
future. 
 
The exhibition is an encyclopaedic collection, featuring new work and revisiting previously exhibited work 
which spans the breadth of the gallery programme. The scheduled weekly events aspire to reunite 
contemporary contributors and introduce future collaborators. For two months GV Art will serve as a 
laboratory, inviting re-assessments and updates, igniting discussions and devising projects for the future. 
 
Towards the Common Room inaugurates a research project on the Gaberbocchus Press Common Room, 
where a series of weekly discussions on art and science was organised by Stefan and Franciszka 
Themerson between August 1957 and July 1959. It was the first venture of its kind in London.  The legacy 
of the Common Room includes the exhibition Cybernetic Serendipity at the ICA in 1968.  An  exhibition 
within an exhibition, Towards The Common Room, will feature the work of Stefan and Franciszka 
Themerson and of the artists and scientists who participated in the Common Room events, and will include 



paintings, drawings, photograms, films, books, journals and ephemera, all relating to those two years. 
 
The Encyclopedia Galactica features in Isaac Asimov’s short story Foundation, published in Astounding 
Science Fiction, May 1942. After predicting the fall of the Galactic Empire, mathematician Hari Seldon 
set out to collect human knowledge into the all-encompassing Encyclopedia Galactica. His ostensible aim, 
to preserve the accumulated knowledge of Empire after the collapse. 
 
The artists and scientists who have exhibited their work at GV Art demonstrate that human experience does 
not fit snugly into categories. They challenge disciplinary distinctions by making connections, establishing 
relationships and discovering interesting conflicts, controversies and ruptures. The themes of consciousness, 
trauma, illness and death are not the domain of any one discipline, but of our need to understand the 
human condition. 
 
Curated by Sophia Kosmaoglou and Frances Sampayo, with the support of Robert Devcic, Jasia Reichardt 
and Nick Wadley. 
 
A series of weekly events will accompany the exhibition. Please see the website for more information. Full 
details to be announced on www.gvart.co.uk  
 
For press enquiries and images contact:  
GV Art on T: 020 8408 9800 | E:  media@gvart.co.uk  
 
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS: 
 

Sophia Kosmaoglou is a conceptual artist working in a broad range of media, including sculpture, painting, 
installation, video, performance and sound intervention. In 2012 she completed a practice-based PhD in 
Fine Art titled "The self-conscious artist and the politics of art: from institutional critique to underground 
cinema". Sophia teaches studio practice, curating, critical theory and the history and philosophy of art. 
She has been a member of artists’ collectives and, as a member of Exploding Cinema, she is currently 
planning a Festival of Independents. 
 
Frances Sampayo is an art historian and freelance curator living and working in London. She has 
contributed to the programme of events at York Art Gallery on graphic culture in eighteenth century London 
and participated in the online exhibition of William Etty: Art & Controversy. She worked with the Foundling 
Museum, London, researching their collection of portraits and delivering a series of talks on her findings. 
She is currently part of the team at GV Art, London having worked on exhibitions such as 'Graphite' and 
'The Theatre of the Mind'. 
 

GV Art fosters meaningful dialogues between contemporary artists and scientists. As developments in art, 
science and technology are paving the way for new aesthetic sensibilities, GV Art aspires to catalyse the 
exchange of ideas on the developments and intersections between art and science. 
 

VISITOR INFORMATION    GALLERY OPENING HOURS  
GV Art, 49 Chiltern Street    Tuesday to Friday 11am – 6pm 
London W1U 6LY     Saturdays 11am – 4pm  
nearest tube Baker Street    or by appointment.  
T : 020 8408 9800     Admission Free  
E : info@gvart.co.uk   
W : www.gvart.co.uk 
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