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In 1970 Willoughby Sharp curated an exhibition in the short-lived Museum of Conceptual Art in 
Chicago, which, with the title Body Works, first introduced to the wider public the development 
taking place of a body-focused art, later to be operate under the name of Body Art. The video 
works presented by Vito Acconci, Terry Fox, Bruce Nauman, Dennis Oppenheim, Keith Sonnier 
and William Wegman essentially showed ‘the use of the artist’s own body as sculptural 
material’. They also already showed, however, the deconstruction and destruction of this new 
sculptural material and thus the self-injury of artists as an artistic act: Acconci burned the hair 
from his nipples, Oppenheim had himself dragged through sand, and Wegman stuck 11 
toothpicks into his gums. When five years later the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago 
dared to hold another retrospective bearing the same exhibition title, the list of artists had 
already been extended to include such European protagonists as Günter Brus, Joseph Beuys, 
Gina Pane, Urs Lüthi or Rudolf Schwarzkogler. 
 
To mark the exhibition Damage Control: Art and Destruction Since 1950, which will be shown in 
the Kunsthaus Graz in autumn 2014, the BRUSEUM is devoted to the very aspect of artistic 
destruction neglected by the show conceived by the Hirschhorn Museum in Washington: Body 
Art in its early period from the specific angle of actionist self-injury. So here is a unique 
opportunity to locate Günter Brus’ late actionist art in an international context, and to test 
whether he really was the first to injure his own body as part of a performance, and thus is able 
to be considered as the ‘founder of Body Art’ as he has been described time and again. The 
exhibition approaches the phenomenon of self-injuring Body Art not only from a historical 
perspective, but also that of an ‘aesthetic of the elevated’ as initiated by the Austrian Academy 
of Sciences in one of its most recent research projects. The thesis is based on the assumption 
that both Body Art and the idea of the elevated have at their core mastery of the body and the 
emotional perceptions associated with it.  
 
The exhibition, which is intended to come about through collaboration with other institutions, 
shows works by Vito Acconci, Günter Brus, Chris Burden, Terry Fox, Stephen Laub, Barry LeVa, 
Dennis Oppenheim, Gina Pane, Larry Smith, VALIE EXPORT and William Wegman among others.  


