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With Daros Latinamerica one of the leading international collections of contemporary Latin 
American art will be a guest at the Fondation Beyeler. The exhibition will present a 
concentrated selection of works by renowned contemporary artists from various countries in 
Latin America.   
 
In his work, the Argentinian painter Guillermo Kuitca repeatedly concerns himself with the 
representation of architectonic spaces and geographical places to which he gives his own poetic 
interpretation. This includes measurements on all scales that range from maps and city plans to 
outlines and plans of venerable buildings. “For me the map was the instrument for getting lost, not for 
finding myself.” (Guillermo Kuitca, 2006).  
Through his choice of colour and the use he makes of contrasts, overpainting and blurring, Kuitca 
succeeds in making a map seem like a woven textile or an arterial network. He heightens that 
ambivalence of location and imagination in a series of paintings in which mattresses provide the 
pictorial support. In that way, he recognises the bed, or to be more precise the mattress, as the 
immediate territory that he occupies and inhabits 
 
The interaction between places, things and human beings is also a theme in the sculptures of the 
Colombian artist Doris Salcedo. Chairs, cupboards and tables are torn from the context in which they 
were originally used and formed into new sculptural structures by being placed inside or stacked on 
top of one another or even by being filled with concrete. Despite or perhaps because of this loss of 
function, these hybrid furniture objects are particularly evocative of lost or destroyed homes and 
homelands.  
 
Through their works about Mexico City, video artists like Santiago Sierra and Melanie Smith have 
addressed the phenomenon of encroaching urbanisation and the associated physical, functional and 
social relationships. Their works will be shown in one of two programmes of films. 
 
The other programme will focus on videos created by the Cuban artist Ana Mendieta. Her ground-
breaking performances deal with the presence of the body in its ephemerality. 
 
The exhibition will culminate in an installation of the Brazilian concept artist Cildo Meireles. The work 
consists of hundreds of thousands of coins piled up on the floor of a black tent into which visitors can 
walk. A fragile column of communion wafers reaches up from the middle of the coins to a ceiling made 
of cattle bones. The room’s religious nature is a commentary on the tragic history of missionary work 
in Latin America. Through their unmistakeable symbolism, the bones and coins evoke genocide and 
greed, so that the work also has political relevance. Meireles has said on the subject: “So I thought 
about constructing a piece that one would enter, and immediately enter into relation with the synthesis 
of the equation: material power + spiritual power = tragedy.” 
 
The exhibition will present paintings, sculptures, videos and an installation. It will be curated by Sam 
Keller (Director, Fondation Beyeler), Dr. Hans-Michael Herzog (Artistic Director, Daros Latinamerica) 
and Ioana Jimborean (Associate Curator, Fondation Beyeler).  
 
 



The artists 
 
Juan Carlos Alom (b. 1964 in Havana, Cuba, where he lives and works) 
 
Guillermo Kuitca (b. 1961 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where he lives and works) 
 
Jorge Macchi (b. 1963 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where he lives and works) 
 
Cildo Meireles (b. 1948 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where he lives and works) 
 
Ana Mendieta (b. 1948 in Havana, Cuba; died 1985 in New York, USA) 
 
Oscar Muñoz (b. 1951 in Popayán, Colombia; lives and works in Cali, Colombia) 
 
Miguel Angel Ríos (b. 1943 in Catamarca, Argentina, lives and works in Mexico City, Mexico, and 
New York, USA) 
 
Miguel Ángel Rojas (b. 1946 in Bogotá, Colombia, where he lives and works) 
 
Doris Salcedo (b. 1958 in Bogotá, Colombia, where she lives and works) 
 
Melanie Smith (b. 1965 in Poole, Great Britain, lives and works in Mexico City, Mexico) 
 
Santiago Sierra (b. 1966 in Madrid, where he lives and works; he worked in Mexico City, Mexico for a 
number of years) 
 
Daros Latinamerica 
 
Daros Latinamerica is an art institution founded in 2000 by a Swiss woman, Ruth Schmiedheiny 
Headquartered in Zurich, its purpose is to create and conserve a collection of contemporary art from 
Latin America. 
Through lively international exhibition activity, numerous publications, Europe’s largest specialised 
library on the subject of Latin American art and an expanding international network, Daros 
Latinamerica provides a forum for a lasting dialogue between art and artists from Latin America and an 
international public. 
In March 2013, after ten years of successful exhibition activity in the Löwenbräu-Areal in Zurich, Daros 
Latinamerica shifted the focus of its public activities to the Casa Daros in Rio de Janeiro. The Casa 
Daros is a platform for art and culture, as well as a hub for contacts between Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
Latin America and the rest of the world. Beyond all political and social constraints, the Casa Daros is 
intended to provide a consistent, lasting gravitational field in which an exciting, fruitful and lasting 
encounter and interaction with art can take place on many different levels.  
Parallel to its exhibition activities in Rio de Janeiro, the Daros Latinamerica Collection is shown in 
museums and institutions around the world as part of numerous collaboration projects. 
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Further information: 
Elena DelCarlo, M.A. 
Head of PR / Media Relations 
Tel. + 41 (0)61 645 97 21, presse@fondationbeyeler.ch, www.fondationbeyeler.ch 
Fondation Beyeler, Beyeler Museum AG, Baselstrasse 77, CH-4125 Riehen, Switzerland 
 
Fondation Beyeler opening hours: 10 am - 6 pm daily, Wednesdays until 8 pm 
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