
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
7 February – 4 May 2014 

 

IL CLASSICO NELL’ARTE 
Modernità della Memoria dall’Arte Greca a Bernini, Paolini e Pistoletto 
(The Classical in Art. The Modernity of Memory from Greek Art to Bernini, Paolini and Pistoletto) 

 

Curator: Giacinto Di Pietrantonio  

 

Opening 6 February 2014, 6.30 p.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 7 February to 4 May 2014, GAMeC – Galleria d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea di Bergamo is 

proud to present The Classical in Art. The Modernity of Memory from Greek Art to Bernini, Paolini 

and Pistoletto. This exhibition anticipates the reopening of the picture gallery of the Accademia 
Carrara in Bergamo and aims to inspire reflection on how contemporary artists can draw 
inspiration from antiquity, and thus revive the dialogue with it and share it with the public. 
 

Education in the cultural heritage of the past has almost always been associated with the idea of 

teaching and the dimension of memory, understood as testimony. According to Hesiod, the Muses 

were the daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne or, in other words, they were generated by creative 

energy and the ability to remember. The “museum” arose as the home of the Muses and thus acquired 

a matriarchal connotation, but the time has come to restore its male and paternal component as well. 

There is no question that the contemporary artist is the best figure to recover the teachings of 
the artistic past as inspiration for the present: through the practice of making things topical, he or 

she plays a key educational and didactic role.  

It is equally natural that a contemporary art museum should serve as the prime place to 
develop this relationship and encourage dialogue among the parties involved.  



 

The perspective starting from the art of the distant past is the one that artists from a more recent era 

have embraced for a modern update, and the persistence of antiquity is so present that it has almost 

become an emblem. This too is the future of the museum: shifting – finally – from “mere” 

mediation of contents to an education that unfolds in creative forms and makes students the 
leading players. 

 

The exhibition will investigate the ways and forms through which contemporary artists can draw 

inspiration from antiquity, creating a bridge between centuries that can help observers approach the 

works of the past, renegotiate their meaning and make the most of their testimony.  

 
Works by contemporary artists who look to the past and have been inspired by it will be set 

alongside works from the Accademia Carrara, in an exhibition route that closely links classical 
and contemporary.  
 
Works by Michelangelo Pistoletto inspired by Greek and Etruscan statues are juxtaposed with a 

work by Giovanni Volpato; a work by Vanessa Beecroft looks to Antonio Canova and dialogues with 

a sculpture by Pietro Bernini and Giulio Carpioni’s Bacchanal; sculptures by Charles Avery and 

portraits by Valerio Carrubba establish a rapport with the portraits by a 16th-century 

Leonardesque artist from Lombardy; the masks of Greek Tragedy are reinterpreted by Alfredo 
Pirri; Adrian Paci dialogues with Giulio Paolini just as, in his own work, Paolini dialogued with 

Lorenzo Lotto; works by Gianluigi Colin, alluding to Piero della Francesca, August Sander and Pablo 

Picasso dialogue with a painting by Lorenzo Costa; the work by Ferrario Frères turns to Gustave 

Courbet for inspiration; works by Sam Durant look towards celebratory busts from the 19th century; 

and a sculpture by Kiki Smith dialogues with 16th-century paintings after Michelangelo, such as 

Leda and the Swan and the Pietà. 

 

The aim of these stimulating comparisons is to emphasize the mutual influences and 
relationships between past and present. 
 

 

 

GAMeC – Galleria d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea di Bergamo 
Via San Tomaso, 53 

24121 – Bergamo 

Tel. 035 270272 – int. 408 

www.gamec.it 
 

 
Opening hours 
Tuesday – Sunday: 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

Thursday: 10 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

 

Tickets (valid for all the exhibitions on show) 

Full: € 5,00 

Reduced € 4,00 
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Lorenzo Costa, San Giovanni Evangelista,1480-1485 (detail) - Bergamo, Accademia Carrara - Collezione Morelli, 1891 

Valerio Carrubba, Olson is in Oslo, 2012. Courtesy Galleria Monica De Cardenas, Milano/Zuoz - Photo: Andrea Rossetti, Milano 


