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Media Release
The Hughes Gallery, Sydney is proud to an-
nounce that they will host the first interna-
tional solo-exhibition of work in decades by 
the late American painter, Roger Brown.

Roger Brown was born in 1941 in Hamilton Alabama, mov-
ing to Chicago in 1962 where he gained his BFA (1968) and 
MFA (1970) from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
(SAIC). In 1968 and 1969 Brown participated in the False 
Image group shows and soon began exhibiting with the 
Phyllis Kind Gallery, first in Chicago (1971) then New York 
(1975). Brown’s imagery was exposed to the broader public 
by means of several illustrations for Playboy magazine in the 
1970s and two iconic Time Magazine covers in the 1980s.

Brown was one of the so-called Chicago Imagists, a group of 
painters that included Ray Yoshida, Art Green, Jim Nutt and 
Karl Wirsum, and others. The Imagists first gained interna-
tional recognition when the exhibition Who Chicago? was pre-
sented in the United Kingdom at the Camden Arts Centre, 
London in 1981. Roger Brown’s iconic classic Land of Lincoln 

(1978) was the cover illustration for the important catalogue 
of that exhibition, still the Bible of Chicago Imagism.

The first major solo exhibition of Brown’s work was the 1980-
81 exhibition mounted by the Montgomery Museum of Art, 
followed in 1987-88 by the Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn Mu-
seum exhibition. The accompanying catalogue to the latter 
show remains the foremost publication on the work of Brown. 

The Hughes Gallery first exhibited the work of Roger Brown 
in a small group show called Chicago on Paper in 1972 at Ray 
Hughes’ eponymous Brisbane gallery. Evan Hughes, son of 
Ray and current director, first encountered Brown’s painting 
when working with London art dealer James Mayor. 

In 2012, Evan Hughes visited the Chicago Art Expo to work 
on the first of a series of exhibitions to be staged in Sydney 
from the Midwestern city, and it happened to be at this time 
that three significant exhibitions of Brown’s work were be-
ing staged in Chicago. Roger Brown: This Boy’s Own Story, 
mounted at SAIC’s  Sullivan Galleries by the Roger Brown 
Study Collection (RBSC, a house museum, archive, and 
special collection of SAIC), was the first exhibition to present 
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a retrospective survey exploring the theme of sexuality in the 
work of Brown, who died from complications of HIV/AIDS 
in 1997. The stark and open sexual iconography in some of his 
paintings, striking, brave––and perhaps a source of hesitancy 
for the Art World in coming to terms with Brown’s work––was 
thoughtfully explored in this exhibition.

After returning to Sydney, the Hughes Gallery began research-
ing the work of Brown and began a dialogue with Russell 
Bowman Art Advisory and the RBSC, which culminated in 
the present announcement that The Hughes Gallery will be 
the first International venue for a solo presentation of this 
historically powerful and important figure in American paint-
ing. 

Roger Brown: His American Icons, will be presented in March/
April 2014 to coincide with the Biennale of Sydney. The 
exhibition will present work from each decade of his life with 
pieces from each major period in his oeuvre. The centrepiece 
to the exhibition, Post Modern Res/Erection is one of the most 
significant works which touches upon the aspect of sexuality 
from his heroic architectural period of the 1980s. Another 
major work to travel to Australia for the exhibition will be 

Presidential Portrait (1986), the famous image of Ronald and 
Nancy Reagan hovering above a flat American landscape.

Roger Brown: His American Icons will be accompanied by a 
full colour publication. The show will be followed by Now 
Chicago, an exhibition of six contemporary artists living 
and working in Chicago today.


