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CASCADE, plaster curtain under construction, image by Ian McMahon  
 

CASCADE: Installation by Ian McMahon 
 
Suyama Space is pleased to present New York artist Ian McMahon with his site-specific installation, 

CASCADE. There is a reception for the artist on Friday, May 16 from 5 – 7 p.m., followed the next 

day with the artist’s gallery lecture on Saturday, May 17 at 12 noon. The exhibit continues through 

August 15 with regular gallery hours Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Admission is free to 

the public. Suyama Space is centrally located between Battery and Bell Streets in Belltown at 2324 

Second Avenue, Seattle. 

Ian McMahon is fabricating two cast plaster theater curtains that face across the gallery from one 

another, traversing from floor to ceiling and projecting an uncanny ghost form suspended within 

the architecture. The gallery’s long rectangular skylights cause a glowing halo of light that seeps 

from behind the curtains, faintly illuminating the muted interior space and giving way to a new 

material consciousness. Entrances to the gallery are accessed through a draped archway, cast and 



suspended in place. A wooden scaffold system tied into the existing architecture is a tool used for 

casting the forms, and will remain in place behind the curtain as a backstage prop. Unlike the 

smooth cloth-like surface of the cast curtain, the back of the curtain will take on the natural marks 

of the sprayed plaster. The textural rear surface, formed during the process of casting, will remain 

as part of the installation as visual evidence of the process, now imbedded within the piece. Similar 

to the textured stalactite formations that exist in a cave, this “backstage” takes on the sense of a 

grotto. 

 

All architecture exudes some form of drama. Suyama Space is steeped in a dramatic formal 

language, acting as an architectural stage poised for a series of actions to be performed within it. 

For seventeen years, artists have responded to the architectural demands of the gallery with 

uniquely varying installation concepts. All installations have been site-specific, built in the space 

and destroyed at the close of the show. CASCADE exemplifies the sculptural residue of such 

actions; highlighting, accentuating, and reengaging the preconceived notions of architectural 

language.  

 

Ian McMahon was born in Ithaca, NY. He received a BFA in Ceramics from Alfred University and an 

MFA in Sculpture from Virginia Commonwealth University with a Jacob K. Javits Fellowship. 

McMahon’s work has been shown both nationally and internationally. His sculptures challenge the 

permanence of art and the permanence of place through performative and materially focused 

temporal constructions. Currently living in Hornell, NY, he is the co-founder and co-director of the 

Belfry, an artist run exhibition venue. www.georgeianmcmahon.com    

   

CASCADE is made possible through funding to Suyama Space from 4Culture/King County 

Lodging Tax Fund, Office of Arts & Culture, and Suyama Space Friends, and was curated by Beth 

Sellars. In-kind support is provided by Litho Craft Inc., and partial artist funding was given by The 

Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning and the Finger Lakes’ QuickARTS program, administered 

by The ARTS Council of the Southern Finger Lakes, NY. Suyama Space is 501(c)3 non-profit 

organization and is in compliance with the 504/ADA Assurance for people with disabilities. 

 

For more information: 

 

Contact Beth Sellars or Scott McCall  

[206.256.0809] 

www.suyamaspace.org 
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