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El único fruto del amor (The Only Fruit of Love)

From January 23rd until April 16th 2014
Opening Thursday January 23rd 2014

For their first solo exhibition at Luis Adelantado gallery, Florentine and Alexan-
dre Lamarche-Ovize present a series of recent objects, sculptures, drawings 
and collages that explore the problematics of representation through multi-
layered compositions and forms. 

Lamarche-Ovize started collaborating in 2006, and have over the years de-
veloped a complex language that borrows its syntax from various sources 
such as comics, literature and art historical references. Their work embraces 
the everyday, with its objects, textures, colours and smells in over-drive. They 
intensely explore their living environment through their work whilst revisiting 
classical subjects such as portraiture or still life through exuberant drawings, 
collages, sculptures and posters. 

The exhibition’s title, El único fruto del amor, is taken from the popular cha-
cha-cha song of the same name, which states the only fruit of love is the 
banana. This musical introduction sets the tone of their work - full of humour 
and self-derision. The exhibition has been formulated with the series of the 
same title as a central point. This series of pseudo-functional ceramic vases 
are made from drawings of bananas, broccolis or a pak choi. Each vase holds 
a fancy hand made flower purchased by the artists in a department store. 
These grotesque-looking objects explore the problematics of painting through 
the subject of still life, whilst flirting with pop art references and the idea of 
bad taste. Whilst also pushing the boundaries of the decorative in art.

In the last couple of years, Lamarche-Ovize have been experimenting with 
ceramics, a medium that is more often associated with crafts than contem-
porary art. This malleable medium allows them to explore representational 
possibilities in a three-dimensional space with a vocabulary borrowed from 
drawing. A series of studies of fingers - evocative of the original and most 
basic artist’s tool, the last homemade ashtray that the artists used in their 
studio before they quit smoking, are another example of their inexhaustible 
interest in mundane and everyday subjects. When looking at these sculptu-
res, one can only envy what seems to be a never-ending power of astonish-
ment for their immediate environment; a constant experiment with what Freud 
would call the reality principle. 

In their recent series of collages, the artists continue to reflect upon their 
own practice, and their working processes. Some of these works such as 
To Sarah and To Sarah (2) engage with the problematics of portraiture and 
the motif. For the Collage Poubelle series, the artists recycle their own failed 



drawings, layering pieces of these drawings over fabric offcuts and covering 
the lot with a sheet of Perspex. This last, closing gesture adds more depth to 
a composition that seems interested in its rhythmic tonalities.

Using humour as a self-reflective device, Lamarche-Ovize’s work presents a 
very rich but fragmented reality. Their artistic practice offers countless pos-
sibilities to immerse ourselves in and out of time, space and our cacophonic 
physical environment.     
        Irene Aristizábal 

Florentine & Alexandre Lamarche-Ovize (1978 and 1980), live and work in 
Aubervilliers, France. In 2011 they were selected for the “Call XIII” at Luis 
Adelantado, Valencia. Solo exhibitions include La Galerie, Noisy-le-Sec and Le 
Micro-Onde, centre d’art de l’Onde, Velizy. Recent group shows include The 
drawer, at Galerie du jour Agnes B, Paris; The Left Over Method at Radiator 
gallery, New York; and Ravine at Les Instants Chavirés, Montreuil. Their work 
is included in various French public collections such as FMAC, Paris and the 
Altadis Collection.

For more information or hi-res images please contact the gallery: 
E: info@luisadelantado.com Ph: +34 963 51 01 79
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For her first solo exhibition at Luis Adelantado, Sarah Bernhardt has created 
a body of work that explores the casual definition of entropy as accounting 
for a system of decline or disorder. By applying this to a variety of mediums, 
Bernhardt offers a selection of works that refuse to commit to their present 
state; they wilt into the gallery space by evaporating or emitting steady heat, 
they become disobedient and complex in their undoing. 

The soft emphasis on entropy is simultaneously an allusion to the fragility of 
the materials used, whilst also an acknowledgement that entropy is a term 
more stringently applied to thermodynamics and broader scientific fields. 

Often starting with classical and mythological elements, all the works are 
weighed down into the space by their dismantling; either by the release of 
heat, the literal erasing of their details or the evaporation of their contents.

‘Untitled (totem),’ is an assemblage of sensitively marked objects, vertically 
held together in an attempt to encourage a reading of improvised signs. Other 
works include half erased drawings of sphinxes, and sculpture made from 
marble but blanketed and emitting heat. Altogether these works conjure a 
world of unstable images and malleable resolutions. Exploring the boundaries 
of materials, Bernhardt refuses to make work that might be seen as didactic. 
Recent work has presented questions about the residue of minimal forms – 
at what stage do materials overwhelm forms, and how long can a sensual 
system of recognition be sustained? 

Sarah Bernhardt was born in 1989 in Canterbury, UK and lives and works in 
London. She received a BA in Fine Art at Central Saint Martins School of Art 
and Design, London (2012). Recent exhibitions include “Open Cube” curated 
by Adriano Pedrosa, White Cube Mason’s Yard, London, (2013); “XV Internatio-
nal Call” Luis Adelantado Valencia, (2013); “Co-Respondent” Transition Ga-
llery, London, (2013). 

For more information or hi-res images, please contact the Gallery: 
info@luisadelantado.com Ph. +34 963 51 01 79


