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Press release: 
 
On Saturday 17 May 2014, Studio la Città will be opening De Rerum Natura, a group show curated 
by Angela Madesani in collaboration with Andrea Lerda. The exhibition aims at exploring the 
complex relationship between contemporary art and nature by following various possibilities: 
naturans nature as the subject and object of art through its direct presentation; nature as an entity 
bearing a secular sacredness; and, finally, ethical and ecological nature. 
De Rerum Natura is a deep meditation, by a selected group of Italian and international artists from 
various generations, which goes far beyond a simple landscape exhibition; the artists also 
inevitably go beyond the vision enshrined in the Land Art of the 1960s and 1970s. 
In the show are some fifteen artists who use different languages (from installations to photography, 
video, and design). They inquire into certain themes linked to the humanity-environment-nature  
 
 



 

 

 
relationship: from simple observations of the surroundings to the conferring of sacredness on 
nature, and from nature's physical presence, a synonym of beauty and purity, to the devastating 
reality of environmental problems. All this as part of a context, that of today, in which nature is an 
everyday subject of discussion, study, and news. 
And so, as happened from the 1960s onwards with the increase at an international level of the 
debate about ecology, in this case too art and design become the starting point for a series of 
thoughts that will lead to the formulation of questions, though without any certainty of firm and 
definite answers. 
Besides the view of the figurative arts, from sculpture to photography and video, the show will also 
provide the visitor with the point of view of design. 
 
The show's title comes from the distant past: it is the title that, in the first century AD, the Latin poet 
Lucretius gave to his epic-didactic poem about nature. This was not a casual choice: if the work by 
Lucretius was a call to personal responsibility, an invitation to an awareness of the many-sided 
reality of our surroundings and of their problems, here we are in a very similar position, one in 
which art ought to, and could be a useful warning to humanity to position itself in its vital context in 
a different way. 
 
Emanuele Becheri 
 
Emanuele Becheri was born in Prato in 1973. After some lengthy periods spent abroad, he settled 
in his hometown of Vaiano, a quiet place that rises up towards the Apennines. Here he re-
established relationships with people he had lost sight of and began to follow new ideas about 
drawing. His first attempts, in 2004, are linked to the experience of drawing as an absence of sight 
with the aim of bringing experience to a primary state while mimesis is put into a latent state. This 
was then further developed as the prevarication of the origins of the gesture of drawing and not as 
the aim of doing something original at all costs. His next steps led to drawing that was self-
produced through various gestures, such as, for example, placing snails on a sheet of paper to 
study the traces of slime left at the end of their wanderings. These are simple gestures that reveal 
nothing other than what is under the eyes of us all but that is yet to be discovered. In later works 
the soundtracks of self-combustible lighters  reveals worlds of unsuspected sounds. In his most 
recent work Becheri concentrates on a series of gestures filmed by a fixed or moveable video 
camera where gestures, as occurred in his early works, have once again became the centre of his 
research. In this latest year of activity, the artist has been concentrating on a series of live 
performances called "IMPRESSIONS" where, together with a group of constantly changed 
musicians, he creates against the background of a previously unseen film with an improvised 
sound track. 



 

 

 
Lynn Davis 
 
Lynn Davis graduated from the San Francisco Art Institute in 1970 and later became an apprentice 
to Berenice Abbott during the summer of 1974. Her work has been seen in over 68 solo shows 
since 1980 and have been acquired by numerous museums and collections. She has 
photographed more than 48 countries, including Egypt, Yemen, Burma, Cambodia, Russia, 
Kazakhstan, China, Ethiopia, Sudan, Mali, Iran, Greenland and, most recently, Greece and Brazil. 
In 2005 she was the recipient of an Academy Award from the American Academy of Arts & Letters. 
Her Artist’s Books include: Space Project (2009); Illumination (2007); American Monument (2004); 
Monument (1999); Wonders of the African World (1999); and Bodywork (1994). Lynn Davis lives 
and works in Hudson, New York , and Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. 
 
Mikala Dwyer 
 
Mikala Dwyer was born in 1959 in Sydney where she lives and works. 
She gained her Bachelor of Visual Arts (sculpture / sound) from Sydney College of the Arts in 
1983; she also studied at the Middlesex Polytechnic, London in 1986 and, in 1993, she frequented 
the Master of Fine Arts course at the Fine Arts University, Wales. The artist makes use of such 
materials as plastic, polystyrene, fabric, and Plasticine in an attempt to go beyond conventional 
notions of materiality and internal space. Even though Dwyer is not widely known outside Australia, 
her works are reminiscent in a playful way of the sculptural ideas of Eva Hesse, Jessica 
Stockholder, Sarah Sze, and Terri Friedman. Among her recent solo shows, mention should be 
made of Swamp Geometry, Anna Schwartz Gallery, Melbourne, 2008; Black Sun Blue Moon, 
Spielhaus Morrison Galerie, Berlino, 2007; The Additions and Subtractions and the Hanging 
Garden, Galerie Wascherie, Potsdam, 2007; The Shape of the Thought’s Own Making, Peleton 
Gallery, Sydney, 2007; I Maybe We, Museum of New Zealand, Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington. 
 
Studio Formafantasma 
 
Andrea Trimarchi ( 1983) and Simone Farresin ( 1980) are two Italian designers who founded 
Studio Formafantasma in Eindhoven, The Netherlands. The pair's collaboration began with book 
and magazine illustrations while they were studying for a degree in communications design. Their 
interest in product design grew when the frequented the IM Master course at the Eindhoven 
Design Academy, from which they graduated in July 2009 with a thesis in popular Sicialian crafts. 
Formafantasma's work explores such themes as the role of design in popular craftsmanship; the 
relationship between tradition and local culture; the critical approach to sustainability; and the 
significance of objects as cultural channels. The two designers consider their work as a bridge 



 

 

between craftsmanship, industry, objects, and the end user in an attempt to stimulate a more 
critical dialogue and conceptual designing through their work. 
Studio Formafantasma's design has been presented at the Milanese and Dutch Design Weeks; 
Abu Dhabi Art; the ICFF, New York; Design Miami \ Basel; and the prestigious auction house 
Sotheby's of London, to name just a few. 
 
Herbert Hamak 
 
Herbert Hamak was born in Unterfranken in 1952. He lives and works in Hammelburg. 
This German artist works on what he defines "paintings", in other words pure forms of three-
dimensional  colour that are the result of a fusion of natural pigments and synthetic resins; they are 
transparent works that capture and hold light. In Italy he has recently created an installation for 
Palazzo Fortuny, Venice, as well as public projects for Archiginnasio, Bologna, the cathedral of 
Atri, and Castelvecchio, Verona, among other places. His works are to be found in some of the 
principle collections in Europe, including the Guggenheim Collection, Venice, and the Panza di 
Biumo collection. Since the 1980s he has held exhibitions in Europe, America, and Japan. Among 
his most recent shows, mention should be made of the one at Studio la Città, Verona, 2013; " 
Windows", Galerie Geukens & de Vil, Knokke, 2011, and the Galleria 200&Novecento, Reggio 
Emilia. 
 
Jacob Hashimoto 
 
Jacob Hashimoto was born in Greely, U.S.A., in 1973. He lives and works in New York. 
Jacob Hashimoto is a decidedly American artist, but he recuperates in an absolutely creative way 
a certain Japanese heredity. The most recent development of his art, in which hills and waves rise 
up, is as delicate as his earliest work which consisted of cascades of kites. And, just as earlier a 
sense of lightness dominated, now there is a sense of upward movement. The delicacy of his 
forms, that descend and envelop or expand and rise upwards, creates space both for the spirit and 
for the body. Among his most recent shows, mention should be made of “Gas Giant”, Moca, Los 
Angeles, and the Fondazione Querini Stampalia, Venice, in 2013; he also held solo shows at 
Studio la Città, Verona; the Galerie Forsblom, Helsinki; and the Schauwerk Sindelfingen in 
Germany. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Esther Mathis 
 
Born in 1985, Esther Mathis lives and works in Zurich. She graduated from the IED, Milan, and in 
2012 began a Master of Fine Arts course at the Zürcher Hochschule der Künste, Zurich. She has 
held solo shows at the Christophe Guye Galerie, Zurich (2013-2011). Among the numerous shows 
in private and public venues, mention should be made of the Kunstmuseum Winterthur (2012-
2011-2010); Museo Nazionale della Scienza e della Tecnologia, Milan (2013); Bündner 
Kunstmuseum Chur (2012); Galleria Le Dictateur, Milan; Cullen Art Services, Zurich (2011); 
Raiffeisen Bank, Winterthur; Jarach Gallery, Venice (2010);  Galleria Traghetto, Rome; Galleria 
San Fedele, Milan (2009); and the international photography biennale, Milan (2008). In 2013 she 
won the Kunstmuseum Winterthur  award. She has also taken part in an artists' residency in 
Reykjavik. Her works are to be found in the collections of the Raiffeisen Bank and the 
Kunstkommission, Winterthur, Switzerland. 
 
Laura Pugno 
 
Laura Pugno lives and works in Turin. Among her recent solo shows are: 2014 Form in 
progess, Galleria Alberto Peola, Turin. 2013 Altri sensi, MAN Museo d'arte della provincia di 
Nuoro, curated by Lorenzo Giusti, Nuoro. 2012 Greater Turin, Rä di Martino e Laura Pugno, 
Fondazione Sandretto Rebaudengo, curated by Irene Calderoni and Maria Teresa Roberto,Turin. 
2011 Non per caso, Studiolo5 Cabinet, Milan; 2010 Ricordo di esserci stata, Galleria Alberto 
Peola, Turin; Ci sono raramente degli spazi interi, Studio Mdt, Prato. Among group shows, mention 
should be made of: 2014 Frownland II - Events in Dense Fog, curated by Carlo Fossati for e/static, 
Turin. 2013 La Logica del Tornasole, CARS - Cusio Artist Residence Space, Omegna; Meet 
Again, Galleria Alberto Peola, Turin; Rosa Piero, Rosa Tiepolo, Rosa Spalletti, Rosa..., curated by 
Marco Meneguzzo and Andrea Lerda, Studio la Città, Verona. 2011 Mars Mission, Geh8 
Kunstraum, Dresden; Aghilysti, Gum Studio, Artissima Lido, essay by Eva Fabbris, Turin; Azimut, 
Sass Muss, Dolomiti Contemporanee, curated by Alice Ginaldi, Belluno; Tre millimetri al giorno, 
Cripta747,Turin. 2010 Fort/Da, Cars, Cusio Artist Run Space curated by Alis/Filliol, 
Omegna; Impresa Pittura, CIAC, Castello Colonna, curated by Raffaele Gavarro and Claudio 
Libero Pisano Genazzano (Rome); Passaggi, Pinacoteca Civica, curated by Maria Chiara 
Valacchi, Follonica. 2009 Plenitudini, Galleria d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea, curated by 
Alberto Zanchetta, San Marino; Translation Paradoxes and Misunderstandings, Shedhalle, Zurich. 
2008 Italian Contemporary Painting, Deanesi Gallery, Rovereto. Experimenta, Collezione 
Farnesina, MAE, Rome. 
Since 2007 she has been a member and active participant in progettodiogene.eu of which she was 
also cofounder. 
 



 

 

Luca Rento 
 
Luca Rento was born in 1965 in Feltre where he lives and works. 
Among his most important shows, mention should be made of Alpenrepublik, Kunstraum 
Innsbruck, 2014; Apparentemenmte nulla, MAN, Nuoro 2010; and his two solo shows at the Cairne 
Centre d'Art, Digne le Bains, 2009, and at the CeSAC, Caraglio, 2007. Together with Gianluca 
D'Incà Levis, he was a winner of the recent Premio Città Impresa 2012 prize; this was awarded to 
him because of his innovative capacity in the construction of a profoundly original language, 
poetics, and artistic work which together make him one of today's most interesting video-artists in 
Italy. 
 
Elisabeth Scherffig 
 
Elisabeth Scherffig was born in Düsseldorf in 1949. She has lived and worked in Milan since 1970. 
She has exhibited in prestigious institutions and private galleries in Milan, New York, London, and 
Düsseldorf. In 2009 the publisher Baldini Castoldi Dalai devoted a monograph to her work, Urbs et 
Civitas, edited by Angela Madesani, with essays by Gillo Dorfles, Angela Madesani, and Antonello 
Negri. Elisabeth Scherffig analyzes urban areas as though they were organisms in perpetual 
metamorphosis. Her characteristic technique is drawing, undertaken with energetic and decided 
gestures. In recent years the artist has also used such heterogeneous materials as silk, porcelain, 
silicon, and metals. 
 
Elisa Sighicelli 
 
Elisa Sighicelli makes photographs, videos, and 16mm films. 
Currently she lives and works in Turin. 
She has held solo shows in the Gagosian Gallery in London, Los Angeles, New York and, most 
recently, in Geneva. 
She has also had solo shows in Italian museums, at GAM, Turin, and Palazzo delle Papesse, 
Siena. She has taken part in various group shows in Italian and international public institutions: 
MAMbo, Bologna; MAXXI, Rome; PAC, Milan; MCA, Sidney; FACT, Liverpool; Hertzliya Museum, 
Tel Aviv; and the ICA, London. 
In June she will hold a solo show at the MOT International Gallery, London. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Andrea Caretto | Raffaella Spagna 
 
Andrea Caretto (Turin, 1970) and Raffaella Spagna (Rivoli, 1967) consider art a form of research , 
a free way of investigating the multiple dimensions of reality. Their work is always the result of a 
"relational process", in the sense that the works emerge from the complex web of relationships that 
the artists establish with different elements (organic, inorganic, living etc.) of the environment in 
which they work. In recent years their research has been based on the idea that the form of things 
can be understood as the expression of a "relational field", the manifestation of incorporate forces, 
which, as artists, they aim to deal with. 
They have consistently worked together since 2002 and have exhibited in public and private 
institutions in Italy and abroad. 
They are among the founding members of the Progetto Diogene association of artists in Turin: 
www.esculenta.org 
Among the institutions they have collaborated with, mention should be made of: GAM 
(Turin), Collezione Sistemica (2012); Khoj International Artists  Associations, New Delhi, In 
Context (2012); CAP, Centre d’Art Plastiques, Saint-Fons, France (2011); art3, art contemporain, 
Valence, Retour sans préavis (2011);  Mudam Luxembourg, Musée d’Art Moderne Grand-Duc 
Jean, Sketches of Space (2010); Castello di Rivoli Museo d’Arte Contemporanea, T1 Turin 
Triennale (2005); Domaine de Chamarande (Vivre/s, in programmazione 2014); Museo Marino 
Marini (Florence) Azioni 2000-2006 (2006); Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo (Turin), 
Exit and How Latitudes Become Forms (2002 e 2003); MART (Rovereto), Eurasia (2008); 
Strozzina – Centro di Cultura Contemporanea Palazzo Strozzi (Florence) Green 
Platform (2009);  PAV - Parco d'Arte Vivente (Turin), Village Green, Ecosoft Art and Living 
Material (2009, 2008, 2007); CeSAC – Centro Sperimentale per le Arti Contemporanee - Caraglio 
(Cn), Chronos (2005);  Museo d’Arte Contemporanea Villa Croce and Villa Bombrini, 
Genoa, Empowerment (2004); CAIRN - Centre d'Art Informel de Recherche sur la Nature, Digne-
les-bains, (France), De La Transformation Des Choses (2008);  Centre d’Art Le Parvis, Ibos 
(France), Matières Premières (2007); Rurart Centre d’Art, Rouillé (France), Exposition 
O (2008),  Obra Social Caja Madrid (Spain), Los Limites del Crecimiento (2007). 
 
Eltjon Valle 
 
Eltjon Valle was born in Kuçova in 1984. He lives and works in Milan. He studied at the Brera 
Academy, Milan, from which he graduated in 2007 with a thesis about the territory. His work has a 
precise ecological connotation (which stimulates wider thoughts and suggestions) as its central 
theme. Without a doubt, to concentrate on the primary expressiveness of materials, not the 
traditional ones of painting and sculpture but those of basic importance to urban and natural 
settings, was one of the most relevant contributions made by process- and environmental-art in the 



 

 

1960s and 1970s. Valle has taken part in many exhibitions, including: the 54th Venice Biennale, 
Fondazione Bevilaqua, Venice; the Micro Museum, New York; the National Centre for 
Contemporary Art, Moscow; the National Gallery of Arts, Tirana; the National Gallery of Arts, 
Pristina; Taller Siete Medellin; Parco del Contemporaneo, Forte Marghera; and the Museo D’Arte 
Contemporanea, Villa Croce, Genoa. 
  
Massimo Vitali 
 
Massimo Vitali was born in Como in 1944. He lives and works in Lucca and Berlin. 
He moved to London after finishing high school and studied photography at the London College of 
Printing. 
In the early 1960s he began to work as a photojournalist and collaborated with numerous 
magazines and agencies in Italy and Europe. It was during this period that he met Simon 
Guttmann, the founder of the Report agency, which was to be a fundamental moment for the 
growth of Massimo as a "concerned reporter". 
At the beginning of the 1980s a growing distrust of the idea that photography might have an 
absolute capacity to reproduce the subtleties of reality led him to change the course of his career. 
He began to work as director of photography for television and film. However, his relationship with 
the camera was never interrupted; in fact, it became his preferred means for his art researches. He 
began his famous series of beaches in 1955 and then moved on to describe the world through 
photographs of the masses, of the herd. 
 
Andre Woodward 
 
Andre Woodward is a sculptor who lives and works in Costa Mesa, California. Born in Newport 
Beach, Woodward graduated in Studio Art from UC Irvine and then was awarded an MFA in 
sculpture by Long Beach CSU. His work has been exhibited both in traditional and alternative 
venues, among them the Torrance Museum of Art and the Huntington Beach Art Center, 
California. He has received various awards, including a Hoff Foundation Grant and, in 2011, the 
New California Award. 
Woodward is interested in biodiversity as well as in the theory of complexity and the balance that it 
embodies. His sculptures attempt to personify the ecological significance of the relationship 
between nature, technology, and humanity by using a mixture of natural and artificial materials. His 
carefully composed objects highlight the relationship between the urban environment and the 
natural world.  


