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Cliona Harmey

Troposphere

Referring to the lowest atmospheric layer and 

literally meaning “sphere of change”, the troposphere 

is the site of weather, turbulence and atmospheric 

transformation. Inspired by this mutability 

Troposphere is an exhibition of systems-based 

sculptural works that are concerned with spatial, 

broadcast and environmental phenomena (flight data, 

light, atmospheric pressure). 

The works exist at the intersection of sculpture, object 

hacking, DIY/enthusiast electronics and live 

transmission. They look at inscription processes which 

combine natural and man-made systems. The main 

projection in the exhibition uses live-transmission 

information received from passing planes—combined 

with images of the sky—as a form of live electronic 

writing, updated each time another plane enters the 

range of the receiver. Other works take the form of 

simple material hacks where systems and objects are 

combined and reconfigured. 

Cliona Harmey has been active as an artist since the mid 

‘90s after completing a BA Sculpture at NCAD. In 1999—

2000 she undertook a one-year residency at the now 

defunct Arthouse Multimedia Centre in Dublin (one of 

the first worldwide dedicated digital media spaces for 

artists) which formed a major solo show there entitled 

Sequent. 

During 2009 she participated in Emobilart, the European 

Mobile Lab for Interactive artists, with collaborative 

works shown in Vienna and Thessaloniki. In 2010 she 

created a solo project for Unbuilding at Mermaid Arts 

Centre, Bray, which looked at the legacy of the laying of 

the transatlantic cable, with works which were hybrids 

between remixed objects/sculptures and live data. Other 

exhibitions include: The Last Blue Sky, Mothers 

Tankstation, Dublin; Quantified Self, The Lab, Dublin; 

Last, Douglas Hyde Gallery, Dublin; and Into the Light, 

The Model, Sligo. 

Cliona is based in Dublin and is currently a Lecturer in 

Fine Art Media at the National College of Art & Design. 

Upcoming work includes a major commission for the 

‘Interaction and the City’ strand of Dublin City Council’s 

public art programme. She is a current studio member 

at Pallas Projects/Studios.

troposphere (n.) 

1914, from French troposphère, literally 
"sphere of change," coined by French 
meteorologist Philippe Teisserenc de Bort 
(1855-1913) from Greek tropos "a turn, 
change" (see trope) + sphaira "sphere" (see 
sphere). 

Events 

03/05/2014: In conversation – discussion with Francis 

Halsall (Lecturer, NCAD, MA Art in the Contemporary 

World), 3pm

03/05/2014: Closing Event – improvised music from 

David Donohoe (synthesizer), and David Lacey (drums), 

6pm

20/5/2014: FILM SOCIALISME (Jean Luc Godard) – 

Experimental Film Club with IFI, selected by Cliona 

Harmey. 6.30pm

(see website and facebook updates for more info)

Pallas Projects/Studios is a not-for-profit, artist-run 

initiative, active since 1996 in Dublin’s city centre. PP/S 

continues to collaborate with peers to engage and 

develop current Irish contemporary art, through a 

continued commitment to new projects by Irish and 

international artists, alongside occasional thematic 

group exhibitions, and projects and exchanges with 

artists, groups, curators and organisations around 

Ireland and abroad.



 

 List of works, anti-clockwise from right

1. Mask V1, 2014 

 Cokin A345 & B345 photography filters, 

 bellows,  mixed materials, CCTV camera 

2.  Flag, 2014

 Animated image sequence based on 

 International maritime signal flags with 

 omissions and additions. Initial sequence 

 based on some of the ship names seeking 

 MH30. 

 Images remixed from files created by user 

 Denelson 83 on Wikipedia Commons. 

3.  Barrier, 2014 

 Flatpack furniture parts, radiator brackets 

 roofing felt

4.  Data Sky, 2014 

 Live airline call-sign reception via antenna and 

 USB RTLSDR dongle (jetvision.de), 

 CCTV live camera feed, custom software. 

 Front end programming: Cliona Harmey 

 Back end programming: Ruadhan O'Donoghue

 Artist’s thanks: 

 Fund-it funders, Ruadhan O'Donoghue, Pallas Team (Gavin, 

 Mark, Tadhg, Gillian), David Lacey, David Donohoe, Francis 

 Halsall, Daniel Cussen at TOG, Emma O’Donoghue, Aoife 

 Desmond, Experimental Film Club, IFI, Conor Lucey, Felicity 

 Clear, Susan Mac William, Ruth Mannion, Niamh Jackman, 

 Helen Hughes, friends and family. 

Information: 

Preview 

6pm – 8pm Thursday 17th April 2014

Gallery hours

12–6pm, Thursday–Saturday until 3rd May (not open Good Friday)

Venue 

Pallas Projects/Studios, 115–117 The Coombe, Dublin 8

www.pallasprojects.org | info@pallasprojects.org

Troposphere is supported by Dublin City Council 

and through generous public support via Fund-it. 
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