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On May 3rd, at 4 pm will take place at Quadrado Azul Gallery in Oporto, the latest 
solo exhibition of José de Guimarães-Tattoos. 

	   	  

 

José de Guimarães  | Tattoos 

Nuno Faria 

 

A tattoo is an ambiguous symbolic practice: distinctive in some cases, and segregating 
in others. José de Guimarães has often integrated this element in his work as a symbol 
of community belonging and trace of cultural resistance, particularly in the last few 
years with the extensive series of monotypes, "Negreiros", which is now expanded and 
enhanced in an intense dialogue of black on black, positive/negative and 
copy/original. 

Now, departing and intervening on a notorious newspaper article by the historian José 
Pacheco Pereira, the artist draws attention to the present, giving tattoos a clear political 
approach. Note that semantic levels are subcutaneous ("beneath the skin"), going deeper 
than the visually striking theme would predict. Beyond the forefront political 
commentary, José de Guimarães labors at the level of image construction and 
reproduction, using the medium extensively beyond its own visuality, a metalinguistic 
plan which holds on to the potential of transferring contact made images. 

As it was possible to witness in the anthology exhibition dedicated to the processes of 
image transfer, open January to April in CIAJG in Guimarães -, contact is an operative 
concept in the work of José Guimarães that sets the tone of this exhibition. José de 
Guimarães underlines here a practice intensely based on the appropriation of elements 
from other cultures, with which we maintain multisecular contacts, pursuing an 
aesthetically permeable work, mestizo and anthropophagic. 

Returning to the solo exhibitions in the context of Portuguese galleries after a long 
absence, José de Guimarães brings us an intervening and questioning exhibition, 
attentive to the socio-political context, which might surprise those who never stopped 
to see this disquieting pulse, palpable to the surface of your objects. 

 



	  

	  

 

José de Guimarães born in 1939, in Guimarães, Portugal. Lives and works between 
Lisbon and Paris. 

The work of José de Guimarães proposes crossovers with the art of African, Chinese and 
Mesoamerican civilizations, in a never-ending search for non-verbal relationships, 
which is also reflected in his practice as a collector on which he has been focusing for 
several decades. 

A stay in Angola during the 1960s and 1970s was to become a determining vector in 
defining his artistic vocabulary, driven by an effort to create an osmosis between two 
forms of visual expression, European and African. Yet, if the first decade of artistic 
production was based in Africa, his more than forty years of work displays complete 
series focused on the Chinese and Japanese cultures, on the art of Rubens, the 
literature of Camões and the unique conception of death in Mexico. In the last few 
years, his path has reflected a tendentiously cosmopolitan vocation of forms and 
figures. 

His visual expression has privileged the light of neon's and LEDs, especially in his 
wooden boxes, which propose an exterior of austerity in contrast with the scenographic 
setting of their interior space, fitted out with the luminous strokes of neon's and LEDs, 
painting, collages and objects deflected from the meaning conferred by their traditional 
function. 

Having held a vast number of exhibitions in several countries, he has been subject of 
several anthological or retrospective exhibitions in Portugal, Spain, Belgium, Germany, 
Switzerland, Italy, Brazil, Angola, China and Japan. 

 

 

 

	  


