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Magenta wants to push physical reality to 

its leaky margins 
 

Toronto, ON – Opening on 29 May and running to 2 August, the gallery is pleased to present 

Magenta wants to push physical reality to its leaky margins, a group show organized by Ella 

Dawn McGeough. 

 

Magenta is an example of qualia, the philosophical term for the phenomenal qualities of 

subjective experiences. The colour’s presence belies any Cartesian idea of existence: it has 

no root in the physical world; the result of red and violet light blending together, somewhat 

impossibly, from opposite ends of the colour spectrum. In this way, magenta is envisioned 

as a “perceptual bridge,” bleeding past the leaky margins of the tangible world to pure 

sensation.  
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Stemming from this idea, and a line from What Color Is Your Aura?, the self-help-cum-new-

age guide of the late 1980s, as its title, McGeough’s exhibition engages magenta as a 

conceptual cue and formal link between selected works by six artists. This is nothing new: 

as New York Times art critic Ken Johnson has suggested, conceptual art finds its roots in 

the psychedelic, not only from its drug-fuelled heyday of the 1960s, but also the mind 

bending or “self-awakening” required to transcend or dematerialize the physical art object. 

While the works McGeough has chosen adhere to a formalism akin to magenta’s vivid or 

perhaps even electric presence, they push past pure sensation to comment, riff on or 

inhabit the tactics of psychedelia. A painting from Ryan Peter’s oeuvre of phantasmic 

creatures on Plexiglass is the exhibition’s guide, welcoming visitors to the gallery space. 

Patrick Howlett’s tempera paintings and ink-jet poster flirt with a psychedelic aesthetic 

from modernist origins with their dazzling optic patterns. Steve Lyons’ scattered installation 

stems from his ongoing speculative research project that links the work of key conceptual 

artists of the late 1950s and 1960s (Daniel Buren and Brion Gysin, for example) to the 

CIA’s MKUltra project of the same period, which purportedly experimented with the effects 

of LSD for mind control purposes. Maryse Larivière, in collaboration with Mackenzie Ludlow, 

presents an installation of props for a new world order, including a hand stitched orgone 

blanket and hanging sculptures, to channel body energies into a heightened state. 

Selections from Sandra Meigs’ Morphine Drawings (2013)—saturated Rorschach forms 

overlaid with drawings seemingly pulled from some Ayahuasca-fueled origin—round out the 

show. 
 

Patrick Howlett (b. 1971, Toronto, lives in London, Ontario) has shown in Toronto, Vancouver, 

Montréal, Ottawa, Victoria, London and Berlin, was 2008 and 2009 finalist in RBC Painting 

Competition, Maryse Larivière (b. 1978, Montréal, lives in London, Ontario) has shown in Toronto, 

Glasgow, Paris, Montréal, Nice and London. Mackenzie Ludlow (b.1991 London, Ontario) has shown 

in London and Montauk, New York. Steve Lyons (b. 1986, Windsor Ontario, lives in Montreal) has 

shown in Toronto, Montréal, Paris, Richmond and London. Sandra Meigs (b. 1953, Baltimore, lives in 

Victoria) has shown in Montréal, Ottawa, Vancouver, Sydney and Bologna. Ryan Peter (b. 1978, 

Nelson, lives in Vancouver) has shown in Vancouver, Calgary, Seattle, San Francisco, Montréal, 

Toronto, and Chongqing, was 2009 finalist in RBC Painting Competition, work appears courtesy of 

Republic Gallery, Vancouver 

 

Susan Hobbs Gallery is open to the public Wednesday to Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 

p.m. and by appointment.  The gallery is located at 137 Tecumseth Street, Toronto. 

 

For more information about this exhibition or the Susan Hobbs Gallery, please give us a call 

at (416) 504.3699 or visit www.susanhobbs.com. 

 
image credit: Ryan Peter 

 

 

http://www.susanhobbs.com/

