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The Bernese artist Eva-Fiore Kovacovsky (b. 1980) examines the 

peculiar features of plants and explores their rich and varied 

formal potential. Leaves or grasses are sorted, defamiliarised and 

manipulated in the creative process. In their reference to nature 

the works provide fascinating points of contact with the works of 

Sophie-Taeuber Arp and Hans Arp that are presented in the same 

gallery. 

 

Ever since antiquity nature has been an important guide and model for the 

visual artists. Idealised renderings tried to improve upon it and enhance 

it. Nature has always been – and continues to be – a varied source of 

inspiration for artists. The artist Eva-Fiore Kovacovsky also looks at 

natural phenomena for her art, even finding the materials for her works in 

nature. She uses organic matter as a basis for her creative work and 

generates abstract pictorial worlds in which naturally grown and human-made 

objects coalesce in appealing ways. 
 

For the series of photograms (2011-) she is presenting at the Aargauer 

Kunsthaus Eva-Fiore Kovacovsky uses leaves with holes that have been eaten 

into them by caterpillars. In a colour darkroom she places the plant parts 

like negatives in the bracket of the colour enlarger and exposes them on 

photographic paper. By using double exposure and moving the paper as well 

through changing combinations of colour filters she influences the 

resulting image. In the process she focalises and enlarges individual 

details of the leaves in such a way that the holes become abstract visual 

signs. In her 2013 work Linie she layers the elongated trace of caterpillar 

infestation into a subtle, serially structured composition, while in 



 

Doppelpunkt she repeatedly captures a leaf hole on paper, creating an 

overall image that seems to be made up of brush dabs that is reminiscent of 

a Rorschach test card. The artist examines the formal qualities of the 

natural source material down to the filigree lines of the vascular tissue, 

which enlarged appear like a delicate mesh. Working in different degrees of 

abstraction and various formats, Eva-Fiore Kovacovsky generates works of 

great diversity. She proceeds intuitively in creating the images, allowing 

for experiments and chance in the darkroom. Her photograms thus owe their 

captivating effect to a fascinating interplay of formal rigour and random 

execution. Along with a selection of photograms the artist is showing one 

of her grass books in Aarau, which takes its cue from old plant 

encyclopaedias. Inspired by nature printing – an old reproduction technique 

that guarantees an extremely precise rendering of the plant –, she 

photocopied collected and pressed grasses in varied structures onto the 

individual book pages. Organic matter is subjected to a conceptual formal 

vocabulary.   
 

Shown within the presentation of artworks from the museum’s collection, 

Eva-Fiore Kovacovsky’s works are juxtaposed with works by Sophie Taeuber-

Arp and Hans Arp. Unfolding a visual language that is situated between 

constructive and biomorphic modes of expression, Kovacovsky’s art opens up 

a fascinating dialogue with the works of those classical avant-gardists.  

 

Eva-Fiore Kovacovsky, born in Berne in 1980, lives and works in Berlin und 

Amsterdam. In 1996–97 she attended the Preparatory Course A at the Basel 

School of Design, where she studied design from 1999 until 2001. In 2006 

she graduated from the Gerrit Rietveld Academy in Amsterdam with a bachelor 

degree in photography.   

Selected solo exhibitions to date:  
Transmutationen, Galerie Stampa, Basel (2013); Žolės Namas / House of 
Grass, Malonioji 6, Vilnius, LT (2012); Hortus Conclusus, Galerie STAMPA, 
Basel (2011); Salad Days, Kunstvereniging Diepenheim, Diepenheim, NL 
(2009); Die dritte Natur, Galerie STAMPA, Basel (2008); The Factory, Van 
Zoetendaal, Amsterdam (2007) 

Selected group exhibitions to date: Cantonale Berne Jura, Kunsthaus 
Langenthal (2013); Fotopreis des Kantons Bern, Kornhausforum Bern (2013), 
Cantonale Berne Jura, CentrePasquArt, Biel (2012); Still Life, Dutch 
Contemporary Photography, Foam Amsterdam (2011); Quickscan #01, Nederlands 
Fotomuseum, Rotterdam (2010); New York Photography Festival (2010); 
Rietveld Arsenale, Venedig (2009); Non Lieu, Bieler Fototage 2007; 
Plat(t)form 07, Fotomuseum Winterthur (2007); Regionale7, Kunsthalle Basel 
(2007). 
 
 



 

CARAVAN – Launched in 2008, this series of exhibitions of young art offers 
visitors to the Aargauer Kunsthaus a chance to encounter young Swiss 
artists and to discover novel and as yet unestablished artistic practices. 
Its name, CARAVAN, is programmatic; several times a year, artists are given 
different galleries of the Aargauer Kunsthaus to work with. These “mobile 
interventions” engage in a discourse with the building, the collection and 
the programme of the Kunsthaus, opening up new ways of seeing for the 
visiting public. In this way, rather than creating a self-contained project 
space for recent art, the exhibition series promotes a link-up of recent 
artistic practices with everything else the Kunsthaus has to offer. Each 
time, CARAVAN will thus stop at varying and, perhaps, surprising locations 
in the Aargauer Kunsthaus. 
 

Curator 
Nicole Rampa, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
 
 

Preview for the Media 
Thursday, 8 May 2014, 10 am 
Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli, Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus; 
introduction by Nicole Rampa, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus; tour 
of the exhibitions, followed by a reception in the foyer.  
Eva-Fiore Kovacovsky will be present.  
 
Exhibition Opening 
Friday, 9 May 2014, 6 pm 
6.15 pm Welcome address and introduction by Madeleine Schuppli, Director, 
Aargauer Kunsthaus. Followed by a reception in the foyer. 
 
Artist’s Talk 
Wednesday, 11 June 2014, 6.30 pm  
Eva-Fiore Kovacovsky in conversation with Alexandra Blättler, curator, 
Zurich, and Nicole Rampa, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus, Aarau. 
Followed by a reception in the foyer. 
 
Opening Hours 
Tuesday – Sunday, 10 am – 5 pm, Thursday, 10 am – 8 pm 
Holiday Opening Hours  
Open 10 – 17 pm: Ascension Day, 29 May, Whitsunday, 8 Jun., Whitmonday,  
9 Jun., Monday before ART Basel, 16 Jun., Eve of Maienzug, 3 Jul., 
Maienzug, 4 Jul., and Swiss National Holiday, 1 Aug. 
 
Images for the media 
Images are available for downloading on our website 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch> Media. Please consider the copyright.  
 
 
For additional information please contact 
Nicole Rampa, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
tel. +41 (0)62 835 49 72, email: nicole.rampa@ag.ch  

Filomena Colecchia, Communication,  
tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 34, email: filomena.colecchia@ag.ch 
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