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SHOW ROOM | Gowanus is pleased to present Leaning Steeples, a group show featuring six young artists 

whose work deals indirectly with city life and how it is a bit off. With a title based on city architecture, where an 

old leaning steeple can abut a new upright tower, the exhibition deals with the contrasts of the city and the 

experiences of humans within it, depicted here in painting, poetry and photography. 
 

The small figurative paintings of Owen Westberg contain views of the city and his studio, handled in the New 

York School tradition of tender paint-handling and intimate perspective. Lithuanian photographer Ulijona 

Odišarija contributes a suite of pictures that document quirks in her surroundings or create new miniature 

environments via posed still-lives. Victoria Roth paints in abstractions that develop from pen drawings, 

occasionally including recognizable elements (like a highway or a bird’s legs). Jessica Sanders, for 

her Saturation Series, pours beeswax on to linen to create novel moments of tactile abstraction.  David Roesing 

offers a set of paintings that mimic concrete inscriptions found on New York streetcorners.  The works will be 

punctuated by the poems of Keith J. Varadi, mounted alongside the artworks on aluminum panels, inscriptions 

of one consciousness in the flow of urban life. 
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Ulijona Odišarija is a self-taught photographer from Vilnius, Lithuania, and a graduate of the Lithuanian Music 
and Theatre Academy. Her work was recently featured in Like There’s No Tomorrow, a collection of 12 emerging 
Lithuanian photographers. She has had exhibitions in Vilnius; Tbilisi, Georgia; London and Berlin. She plans to 
enter the MFA program at London’s Slade School of Fine Art this fall. 
 
 
David Roesing, b. Washington D.C., is currently an MFA candidate in Bard’s summer program. Roesing is an 
artist who works with texts--their arrangement, their data, and fantasy based around them. His production 
includes paintings, lectures, animations, books, and drawings. Recent group shows include Mondays, et al. at 
Chin's Push (Los Angeles) and SKIT at The Hole (New York). In 2012, he had a solo exhibition at A Slender 
Gamut (Brooklyn). His two-volume book Terror and the Narrative Tendency (2012), published by Peradam 
Press, is an investigation of the Washington D.C. sniper murders. 
 
 
Victoria Roth, b. 1986 in Paris, FR, received her MFA from Columbia University in 2014. She is the recipient of 
the Roberta Joslin Award for Excellence in Art and her paintings have been exhibited in Berlin, Paris and the 
United States. In 2014, she co-curated the exhibition Pale Fire at the LeRoy Neiman Gallery in Manhattan. She 
lives and works in New York City.   
 
 
Jessica Sanders, b.1985, lives and works in Brooklyn, NY. She received her BFA from the University of Miami, 
and her MFA from the Ohio State University. Her work has been shown internationally at venues including 
Johannes Vogt Gallery (New York); Makebish Gallery (New York); Bronx Museum of the Arts (New York);  Mana 
Contemporary (Jersey City); FIFI Projects (Mexico City) and DeJoode & Kamutzki (Berlin). She is currently 
exhibiting work in a two-person show at Kansas Gallery in lower Manhattan, and has a sited outdoor instillation 
on Randall’s Island which is a part of FLOW, in conjunction with the Bronx Museum and the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 
 
 
Keith J. Varadi is an artist, writer, and curator currently based in Los Angeles. He received his MFA from 
Virginia Commonwealth University and his BFA from Rutgers University. He has exhibited his work and the work 
of others at various international venues, performed mainly on the East Coast, and published most of his writing 
primarily on the Internet. He is a co-founder and member of the group Picture Menu. 
 
 
Owen Westberg, born in Pittsburgh, PA, received his BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design in 2008 and 
his MFA from Columbia University in 2014. 
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