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E11: CODA  
July 23 – August 10, 2014 
 
Artisphere  
1101 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 
Terrace Gallery 
 
Opening Reception:  
Thursday, July 24, 7 – 9pm; Artist Remarks at 7:30 
 
ON/OFF 
Thursday, June 26, 5pm, Artisphere’s Black Box 
 
E11: CODA marks the 11th season of Transformer’s Exercises For Emerging Artists program. Launched in March 
2004 to support a select group of artists beyond the art school experience but still emerging in their artistic 
careers, this peer critique and mentorship program is intended as a ‘jump-start’ for DC area artists seeking to 
connect with peer artists & mentors in an intensive critique process as they create a new work or new body of work. 
Artists invited to participate in the Exercises are nominated by Transformer staff, Advisory Council, as well as area 
arts educators and curators.   
 
Focusing on a different artistic discipline each year, E11: CODA focuses on artists working within the discipline of 
sound art. This year’s selected Exercises artists include: Alex Braden, Emily Francisco, E. Jane, and Ian 
McDermott. Beginning in March 2014 and spanning through the end of June, these artists meet bi-weekly with 
this year’s Lead Mentor Ryan Holladay, Artisphere’s New Media Curator, Transformer’s Exhibitions & Gallery 
Coordinator Julia Young, and invited guest mentors, to receive insightful feedback on their creative processes and 
concepts of sound art through various methods and mediums. E11 guest mentors include Alberto Gaitán, John 
Henry Blat ter, and Chris t ine Sun Kim. The program culminates with a group exhibition titled Coda , 
presented at Artisphere as the final movement of Fermata, a sound art exhibition co-curated by Holladay.  
 
E11: Coda is a very special collaboration between Transformer and Artisphere, and marks the first off-site 
exhibition resulting from Transformer’s annual Exercises for Emerging Artists series. E11: Coda asks the 
participating artists to challenge their understanding of sound and their previous relationships to it. Via 
Transformer’s Exercises mentorship process, the artists approach this project in a conceptually unique manner, 
utilizing their bi-weekly meetings with Holladay, Young, and guest mentor visits, as well as studio visits to inspire 
and generate both technical and conceptual progression throughout the course of the program towards the 
creation of new work.  The works created via the Exercises ultimately culminate with E11: Coda.  This three-week 
exhibition presented as the final Movement, the Coda to the three Movements presented in Fermata. 
 
“In musical notation, a fermata is an articulation mark placed above a note or a rest on a staff. It indicates that the 
note should be sustained beyond what its note value would otherwise indicate,” explains Holladay. In Fermata, 
visitors are encouraged to broaden their familiarity with sound art, challenging listeners and participants alike to be 
receptive of a variety of sound practices. This broad approach to the medium invites visitors to disregard their 
preconceived notions of sound and merely focus on all that they aurally experience when confronting the speaker 
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installation. Coda is also a musical articulation that signifies the concluding passage of a movement, forming an 
addition to the basic structure.  
 
“When Artisphere embarked on this idea of creating an exhibition of sound, we knew that we wanted to find a way 
to bring emerging artists into the space along side some of the more established names,” says Holladay. 
“Transformer’s Exercises program – an initiative now entering its second decade, with an established track record 
for successfully working with up-and-coming artists, connecting them with advisors and mentors as they create new 
work, makes for a perfect collaboration. Every participating artist in E11 is coming from a different place with 
different skill sets and backgrounds. The works that they are creating for Coda are a demonstration of the diversity 
of ways sound can be integrated into an artist’s work.”  
    
The focal point of both Fermata and Coda is situated around a wall of speakers designed by Richmond-based 
artist and E11 guest mentor John Henry Blattter. Aesthetically, the speakers function as a visual representation of 
sound as the centerpiece of the show, boasting 44 functioning speakers that allow up to 12 channels of audio 
throughout the matrix. E11 artists have the opportunity to utilize the 12 channels of audio to fit their individual 
pieces, which they have been developing with Ryan and guest mentors since the program began in early March.  
 
E11: CODA  ARTIST BIOS:  
 
Alex Braden is a sound artist, musician, and composer from Arlington, VA. His compositions typically incorporate 
a healthy blend of musical elements, ambient field recordings, and heavily manipulated found sound. Alex's 
installations use myriad sound sources to create sonic environments in an attempt to either isolate the individual or 
to unite an audience. Since graduating with a BFA in Sound Art from George Mason University in 2012 he 
has performed across the country with Bella Russia, as well as installing locally at (e)merge Art Fair, EMP 
Collective, and Artisphere. 

Responding to fragments of information gathered by both chance and deliberate circumstances, Emily 
Francisco’s work utilizes a combination of sculpture, time-based media, and process documentation. Born in 
Honolulu, raised in an isolated mid-western town, educated in Saint Louis and the District of Columbia – she is a 
former Southern California screen printer/graphic designer, a former Maryland factory worker, and currently works 
at The Phillips Collection in Washington DC. She received her BFA in Sculpture from Webster University, and 
finished her MFA in Studio Art at American University. She is the Artist in Residence at ARTISPHERE in Arlington, 
Virginia until April of 2014. Emily's work has been included in exhibitions at the Smithsonian's S. Dillon Ripley 
Center, the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and her work has traveled nationally. Her work and exhibitions 
have been funded by numerous sources, including support from The Foundation for Contemporary Arts, The Santo 
Foundation, The Missouri Council for the Arts, Saint Louis Regional Arts Commission, and through Graduate 
Research Grants. She recently lectured in Saint Louis as an event for Sculpture City 2014. She currently lives and 
works in the D.C metro area with two cats and a lap dog. 

E. Jane is an intermedia conceptualist currently based in Washington, DC. She has shown photo, performance 
and sound works at Well Arts College in Paris, Bronx Art Space in New York and in a solo exhibition at Pleasant 
Plains Workshop in DC. Jane is showing new audiovisual works at Project 4 in 'WAIT', which she also curated.  In 
addition to mentorship under Michael Platt and the Wells College 'Arts in Paris' program--where she focused on 
photography--Jane has a BA in Art History from Marymount Manhattan College. Her other academic focuses were 
philosophy and creative writing. E. Jane is currently a candidate for a Master of Fine Arts from the PennDesign 
Program at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Artist and comedian Ian McDermott is a DC area native; a status that has inevitably driven the satirical, 
humorous work he is known for. A graduate of the University of Maryland, College Park, he is strictly a multi-
disciplinarian, blurring lines between sculpture and industrial design, performance art and stand-up, sound art and 
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music. Both solo and alongside his comedy troupe, Mother Knuckle, he has been featured in galleries, venues and 
festivals across the District, Baltimore, and Chicago. 

Ryan Holladay is the new media curator at Artisphere where he has worked since it opened in 2010. He is one 
of three curators of Fermata, Artisphere's spring/summer 2014 exhibition and its first dedicated entirely to sound. 
Additionally, Ryan works as an artist along with his brother and collaborator, Hays Holladay. Together, the two 
have amassed a body of work that includes sound installations, film scores, mobile apps and interactive concerts 
and events. They have worked with a range of companies and institutions such as MTV, Olin and the MIT Media 
Lab. Ryan is a 2013 TED Fellow and recently served as artist-in-residence at Stanford University's Experimental 
Media Art Department.  
 

Addit ional E11: CODA  programming :  
 
ON/OFF 
Thursday, June 26, 5pm  
Art isphere’s Black Box 
 
E11: Coda artists will participate in a one-night experimental performance by E11 guest mentor Christine Sun Kim.  
This one-night experimental event features three interconnected performances, each showcasing a unique 
approach to sound.  
 
 
E11: CODA  EXHIBITION HOURS at ARTISPHERE:  Wednesday – Friday, 4 – 11pm; Saturday: Noon – 
11pm; and Sunday: Noon – 5pm.  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
t  r  a n s f  o r m e r is a Washington, DC based 501 (c) 3 artist-centered non-profit visual arts organization, 
providing a consistent, supportive, and professional platform for emerging artists to explore and present 
experimental artistic concepts, build audiences for their work, and advance their careers. A catalyst and advocate 
for contemporary artists and emergent expression in the visual arts, Transformer connects and promotes emerging 
visual artists within regional, national and international contexts through exhibition and programs partnerships with 
artists, curators, commercial galleries, museums and other cultural institutions.  
 
t  r a n s f o r m e r’s 2013/14 Exhibition Series and programs are supported by: The Andy Warhol Foundation 
for the Visual Arts, The DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities/ NEA, The Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz 
Foundation, The Bernstein Family Foundation, The CrossCurrents Foundation, The Robert Lehman Foundation, 
The National Endowment for the Arts’ Access to Artistic Excellence Award, and The Visionary Friends of 
Transformer – individual donors, members of our Annual Auction Host Committee, and Corporate Sponsors. 
 
Art isphere connects artists and audiences through an eclectic mix of fresh, thought-provoking arts programming, 
providing insight into the creative process and to engage in artistic adventures — from contemporary visual art, 
live music and theatre to new media, film and dance. Artisphere’s mission is to connect people to the fun and 
wonder found in creativity, celebrate diverse human expression, and advance art that explores the ideas and issues 
of our time. 

 
 


