
Michael Bevilacqua

“Electrical Chapel: the Spiritual in Art”

Michael Bevilacqua inaugurates his 4th exhibition at The Flat - Massimo Carasi with another whirling turn of the wheel, in 
yet another pictorial cycle.

The artist allows the public and his admirers to become used to constant changes of direction – closing a loop, only to go 
further in a constant search for and synthesis of contemporary feeling. Thus, after a few years of experimentation, spray 
paint dominates his most recent production, with the declared intention of taking the medium beyond the stereotypical 
idea of graffiti.

The figure remains a constant production of inexhaustible themes and associations. 

The mish / mash of high and popular culture in the paintings of Bevilacqua once again becomes the driving force, 
interposing logos, phrases, songs and intellectual quotes. 

With "Electrical Chapel: the Spiritual in Art", the topic of the sacred in art comes into view, thanks to a deliberate collision 
between the work of Mark Rothko and the lyrics to the pop music of Lana Del Rey, whose use of bibliographic references 
mixed with quotes from Walt Whitman fascinates the artist.

Bevilacqua re-affirms his ability as a refined colourist: his unpredictable combination of colours and shades return to 
characterise this cycle, to which he adds the tactile sensuality of a velvety surface dusted with spray paint. Fields of 
colour sometimes feature as a background on which texts and words are strung out, while in other works, colour acts to 
cancel out the same phrases and generate overlapping tonal fragments. In both cases, the artist recreates obvious 
stylistic references to the work of Rothko, creating intriguing tension between the concepts of language and abstraction. 

In this show, some paintings feature compositions that consist exclusively of gold and black. The gold represents the 
natural beauty of the metal while the black corresponds to the darkness that we find in most churches: an atmospheric 
darkness rather than metaphorical shadow.

Bevilacqua states: "We live in a world where we are constantly assaulted by images, and as (the group) Kraftwerk recites,
we (now) live in a computer, however, there is a renaissance of the arts that is leading us toward "spirituality in art". Our 
homes have become our sanctuaries and our retreats.
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