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volkspaleis 2014 
World premiere One Mind In A Million Of Heads 
Konrad Smoleński  
Two additional programs full of music, performance and more.  
Zuiderstrandtheater, Scheveningen, Den Haag 
Saturday 18th October till Sunday 16th of November 2014 
 
This year West is presenting the Volkspaleis (People’s Palace) in the Zuiderstrandtheater in Scheveningen, Den Haag. In 
both scale and its unique location, this brand new theatre by the sea highlights the human experience in relation to its 
surroundings. This is seen again in the new monumental installation ‘One Mind In A Million Heads’ from Konrad 
Smoleński made in collaboration with choreographer Noa Shadur. Visual artist Smoleński achieved international 
recognition through his work at the Polish pavilion of the Venice Biennale of 2013.   
For his new work presented in The Hague, his largest audio architectural work to date, he once again addresses sound 
as sculpture: considering how sound gives form to a space and how variations in sound can influence and steer the 
public. Noise and sound are clearly present in the work. The installation is open throughout the events, at times 
receiving additional impulses from the performances of international sound artists. Curator Michal Libera has invited a 
selection of artists for the event including: Cut Hands, Brutaż, Wolf Eyes, Kyle Devine, Eli Keszler, Nic Collins, BMB con, 
Anne Wellmer, Matteo Marangoni, Diktat, Anton Lukoszevieze, Spat'Sonore, Aleks Kolkowski, Tres and Tony di Napoli. 
In all facets the program aims to show the extreme range of an audio speaker. In a period of five weekends, noise, 
electronically amplified to an overwhelming volume, will change via an acoustic, soft volume to almost complete 
silence. 
 
Adding to the program, extra performances will take place in collaboration with various cultural partners. This program 
is composed of various disciplines and aims to avoid the classical format and approach, instead emphasizing a crossover 
of disciplines. Each of the evening and matinee performance include elements such as dance, film and music 
presentations, literature, discussions and debates on various subjects including sound art, literature, science and (art) 
philosophy. The cultural partners include: Vrijhaven, Studio Loos, Royal Conservatorium, Rewire, Marcel van Eeden, 
Kees ’t Hart and many others. 
 
Concepts of sound and entropy (the power of chaos) stand central in this year’s Volkspaleis. These intangible and 
invisible ideas are presented in events where performance and music are the primary focus. By doing so, we want the 
Zuiderstrand Theater to reflect on the future of art. The Volkspaleis is located behind the dunes where the sound of the 
wind forms a natural backdrop. We invite you to come and listen.  
 
Location 
West has developed the Volkspaleis as work-specific cultural museum. By beginning with a work and then searching for 
a location, we can bring the value of art and its dialogue to attention. Unlike a traditional museum where the artifact is 
central, a cultural museum places meeting, participation and dialogue at its heart. The cultural museum is thus a 
museum, theater, cinema and music stage, academy and workshop at the same time. In practice this means that the 
Volkspaleis can act as a month long working ‘stage’ for different disciplines. 
In June 2014, The city council made the decision to postpone the relocation of Dr Anton Philips / Lucent Dance Theatre 
from Spui to the Zuiderstrandtheater (South Beach Theatre) in Scheveningen. This location was thus suddenly without a 
specific purpose. After previous editions held in the Grote Kerk (Main Church) (2012) and Electriciteitsfabriek (E.On 
Power Plant) (2013) in the center of Den Haag, the organisers of the Volkspaleis saw the potential of this temporary 
theater, spectacularly located in the former Norfolk area. 



Background 
The phrases: ‘Everything was forever until it was no longer’ and 'How as humans, we deal with the fact that death is the 
only thing certain in life?’ from artist Konrad Smoleński, provide a basis for a dialogue on the current state of art in 
society. We live in a time where advancements are rapidly accelerating and where both concrete and abstract 
phenomena come and go as we stand by. The end of the book, the end of history, the end of art: it's all been announced. 
The Volkspaleis 2014 shows that the ‘end of art’ need not be the disappearance of art, but instead can be the 
development of something new. In a world where everything can be art, even a thought or a look, it is important to take 
art out of the ‘white cube’ and present it in a different way: for, with and from everyone: the Volkspaleis. 
 
Konrad Smoleński  
Konrad Smoleński (1977) lives and works in Warsaw, and Bern, Switzerland and works as a visual artist with 
performance; photography, installations, videos and performances with sound and sculpture. Often in collaboration 
with other artists and musicians. In 2013 he represented Poland at the Venice Biennale with the monumental 
installation ‘Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More’ a sculptural instrument that reproduce, at regular intervals, 
a music piece written for bronze bells, wide range loudspeakers, and other resonating objects. By using a delay effect, he 
offers an insight into a world where history has come to a standstill, thereby approaching the radical propositions of 
contemporary physics with its perception of the passage of time as an illusion. 
Smoleński has shown internationally including recently at the Polish Pavilion, 55th Biennale di Venezia, Italy; Zachęta – 
National Gallery of Art, Warschau; Manifesta 9, Genk; Palais de Tokyo, Paris; Museum of Modern Art, Warsaw; Museum 
MARTa Herford; Leto Gallery, Warsaw; The Institute of Contemporary Arts, London; CentrePasquArt, Biel, Zwitserland; 
and Performa 13, New York. 
-- 
Note for editors, not for publication:  
- two new publications with texts by Michal Libera and Roos van der Lint will accompany the manifestation Volkspaleis. 
- Konrad Smolenski and Michal Libera are available for interviews from October 6th. Call or email for an appointment. 
 
For hig resolution press photos and more information, you can contact: Marie-José Sondeijker,  
marie-jose@westdenhaag.nl, 070.3925359 of 06.25578287 
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