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What was Avery's repertoire? His living room, Central park, his wife Sally, his daughter March, the beaches and 
mountains where they summered; cows, fish heads, the flight of birds; his friends and whatever world strayed 
through his studio: a domestic, unheroic cast. But from these there have been fashioned great canvases, that far 
from the casual and transitory implications of the subjects, have always a gripping lyricism, and often achieve the 
permanence and monumentality of Egypt.1 
 

Mark Rothko on Milton Avery 
 
 

FELDBUSCHWIESNER is pleased to present American painter STORM THARP in TURN, his first solo 
exhibition at the gallery. 
Storm Tharp’s oil works represent new territory for the artist, who up until now has worked primarily with 
ink, gouache and pencil in the fluid and immediate aesthetic of fast sketches. His subjects are people 
and everyday items; his genre is the portrait. 
 

Talk (2014), for instance, depicts a three-quarter portrait of a man that oscillates between figuration and 
abstraction. The subject’s grey eyes hold the observer in a penetrating and melancholic gaze; his mouth 
is slightly open. As well as the figure’s gaze, it is the high contrast of styles that is so fascinating: the pale 
flesh of the cheeks is flat and delicate, while the shadows of the white shirt are abstracted into 
geometric, metallic patches of colour and the collar edges stand in sharp contrast to the grey 
monochrome background. 
 

Storm Tharp’s paintings show an intense interest in the question of perception – in the boundaries and 
potential of knowledge, vision and painting. It is as if the artist is combining conscious vision and the 
fleeting perception of a blink in one image. Talk seems to be the portrait of an iconic figure recreated 
from memory, a figure who is brought to life in the painting and who speaks to the observer.  
While some of the characters arise entirely from the artist’s imagination, his portraits also take inspiration 
from Rembrandt’s tronies, popular culture, and those close to him personally. 
Just like the word TURN, the works are full of suspense and characterised by permanent states of 
change and movement. In his pieces, a face can explode entirely in gestural abstraction, thus avoiding 
becoming a portrayal.  
 

It is this courage to use eclectic gestures that lends Storm Tharp’s figures their eerie presence. At the 
same time, however, each portrait possesses its own intimacy; as featured, for instance, in the works of 
Édouard Vuillard and Milton Avery. This is why his works move the observer: Storm Tharp’s grotesque 
and highly nuanced characters raise the everyday to the sublime, and are thus, even beyond the format 
of history painting, monumental. 
 

                                                
1 Mark Rothko, Commemorative Essay delivered at the New York Society for Ethical Culture, January 7, 1965, reprinted in 
Adelyn D. Breeskin, Milton Avery, 1969. 
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Storm Tharp was born 1970 in Salem, Oregon, USA. His works have already been displayed in a 
number of renowned institutions, including the Saatchi Gallery, London (2012), as part of the Whitney 
Biennial, New York (2010), and at Nicole Klagsbrun, New York (2010, solo). He studied at Cornell 
University in Ithaka and participated in the Roberto Einaudi Architecture Program in Rome. His works 
feature in the collections of the Whitney Museum in New York, the Saatchi Gallery in London, the 
Cleveland Museum of Art and the Museum of Contemporary Art in San Diego. This year he was awarded 
the Hallie Ford Fellowship from the Ford Family Foundation (2014). Storm Tharp currently lives and works 
in Portland, Oregon, USA. 
 


