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Joshua Liner gallery is pleased to present Invisible Ruler, an exhibition of new work from Wayne White. 
The artist brings his unrivaled individuality and distinct aesthetic to New York with works ranging from 
15-foot kinetic sculptures, White’s signature word paintings, and works on paper created during his 
residency at the Rauschenberg Foundation. The artist will be in attendance during the opening reception 
on Thursday, September 11, 2014.

For Invisible Ruler, White regards this exhibition with an all-encompassing eye: 

Larger-than-life, hand-cut sculptures constructed of cardboard will dominate the exhibition space, 
towering over the viewer. Puppeteering in one form or another has been a prominent area of the artist’s 
practice. This aspect of White’s work, both satirizing and deconstructing puppet shows, has resulted 
in a non-discriminant attitude toward figurative sculpture and puppetry—save the performative aspect. 

Asshole, 2014
Acrylic on offset lithograph

29 x 53 inches

Everything you try as an artist sticks with you and is in your work, and I’ve tried a lot—cartooning, 
illustration, set design, puppeteering, animation, sign painting, etc. It all still reverberates in the work 
I’ve done as a fine artist. [Invisible Ruler] is my 14-year investigation into the confluence of words 
and images, my ongoing love of drawing on paper, and the relics of my trips across the country 
creating fun-house puppet and sculptural installations.

http://joshualinergallery.com/artists/julie_oppermann/


Constructing three-dimensional figures, both static and kinetic, embody the artist’s style and carry over 
in his works on paper, depicting his drawn characters with the same cubist features as his sculptures.

Another element to the artist’s diverse practice is his “Word Paintings.” White repurposes vintage offset 
lithographs and individualizes them with phrases such as The Smartest Artist, Asshole, and Invisible 
Ruler. These paintings give literal perspective to the letters that colorfully adorn these otherwise drab 
landscapes and serve as a window into the creative, and often sardonic, mind of the artist.

Wayne White has had an extensive career as an artist and art director. Many of his enthusiastic admirers 
know his work from “Pee-wee’s Playhouse,” of which he has won three Emmy Awards for production 
design. White is also noted for his music videos for Peter gabriel and The Smashing Pumpkins. More 
recently, White’s journey from young art student to his current studio practice was documented in the 
film Beauty is Embarrassing.

In conjunction with the exhibition Invisible Ruler, Joshua Liner gallery will host a special screening of 
Beauty is Embarrassing including a Q&A following the film with the director Neil Berkeley and artist 
Wayne White on Wednesday, September 10, 2014.

Born 1957 in Chattanooga, TN, Wayne White currently lives and works in Los Angeles, CA. The work 
of Wayne White is included in the public collections of New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York, 
NY; Detroit Institute of the Arts, Detroit, MI; Frederick R. Weissmans Art Foundation, Los Angeles, CA; 
Laguna Art Museum, Laguna Beach, CA.

Selected solo exhibitions include I Took Off Work And Came All The Way Down Here: The Art of 
Wayne White at artspace, Shreveport, LA (2014); FOE at Marketview Arts, York, PA (2014); Wayne 
White: Masterworks 2000–2009 at Western Project, Los Angeles, CA (2013); HALO AMOK: A Puppet 
Installation by Wayne White at Oklahoma City Museum of Art, Oklahoma City, OK (2013); Spark in 
the Void at Packer Schopf gallery, Chicago, IL (2012); BIG LICK BOOM at Taubman Museum of Art, 
Roanoke, VA (2012); I Say A Lot Of Things at Marty Walker gallery, Dallas, TX (2012); Big Lectric Fan to 
Keep Me Cool While I Sleep at Rice University, Houston, TX (2009); I’m Lost in a Spaceship Mamma at 
Clementine gallery, New York, NY (2006). Selected group exhibitions include Summer Mixer at Joshua 
Liner gallery, New York, NY (2013), Commodores at Coastline College Art gallery, Coastline College, 
Newport Beach, CA (2012), Wild Kingdom at Texas State University, San Marcos, TX (2011).

Untitled Captiva 2013, 2013
Watercolor, acrylic, colored pencil, on paper
22.5 x 30 inches

The Smartest Artist, 2014
Acrylic on offset lithograph
30 x 35 inches
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About Joshua Liner gallery
In an eclectic range of mediums and approaches, Joshua Liner gallery presents an exciting roster of 
established and emerging artists from the U.S and abroad. Founded in 2008 in New York City’s Chelsea 
Arts District, gallery artists reveal disparate influences but all share an affinity for pushing the boundaries 
of discipline and presentation. 

Contact
Please visit joshualinergallery.com, or contact Nina gibbes at nina@joshualinergallery.com


