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Patrick Painter, Inc. is pleased to present “Sunset Painting & Related Works,” a 
solo exhibition featuring paintings by Armen Eloyan.   In this new body of work, the 
artist weaves the sunset into large-scale narratives filled with dark humor.  This 
exhibition is the artist’s first with Patrick Painter. 
 
Born in Yerevan, Armenia, Eloyan’s work reflects a childhood spent watching 
American and Russian television.  He uses identifiable tropes to tell grim stories.  
Inspired by Abstract Expressionist masters such as Willem de Kooning, Eloyan 
often translates an array of childhood experiences into anthropomorphic characters 
and whimsical surroundings with a life of their own. His subject matter runs the 
gamut; from flora to fauna, and in a sense, nothing is safe from the Eloyan 
treatment. For the artist’s first solo-show in the United States, he uses the sunset 
as a unifying feature.  Intense reds, oranges, and yellows are interwoven 
throughout.   
 
Eloyan’s paintings often carry heavily sardonic and sexual undertones. In Miracle 
Man (2014), a stout gnome-like figure is rendered in broad strokes, with a pipe in 
his mouth. The figure’s garish, phallic nose confronts the viewer head-on as he 
stands against an ambiguous, thickly textural background. Eloyan often uses 
recognizable titles (in this case a Marvel Comics super villain) to imbue the work 
with layered and ironic meaning.  The thick paint is a character in itself, lending 
the work a three-dimensional quality. The dark palette coupled with the demonic 
gnome hint at a lurid back-story.  Eloyan gives us a delicious and dark 
amalgamation of implied vices. 
 
Eloyan lives and works in Zurich. He attended the Rijksakademie in Amsterdam. 
Recent solo exhibitions have included “Sailor” at Galerie Bob van Orsouw in Zurich 
(2013) and “Corn in your fruity basket” at Tim van Laere Gallery in Antwerp 
(2013), and “Armen Eloyan: Paintings” at Timothy Taylor Gallery in London (2009). 
Other exhibitions include the Centre Culturel Suisse, Paris. 
 

The opening reception will be held on Saturday, September 6th, 2014 from 6-8pm. 
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