
Tutta la vita is an exhibition based on an idea by Bernd Ribbeck,
with works by Jan Meier, Bernd Ribbeck and Andreas Schulze.

Andreas Schulze started working in the burgeoning art scene in Cologne
in the early 1980s. Right from the outset, he worked to create an
original visual language of his own, in a surreal, undulating style of
painting which is at once ironic and disturbing. In his painting he
explores the traditional genres of art, wavering between figuration
and abstraction. His works often appear in installations that recreate
domestic settings, where they interact with found furniture and his
own sculptures. His work has had a great influence on a younger
generation of artists.

The paintings of Jan Meier portray objects that are arranged in relation
to each other, first in his studio and then on the canvas, capturing all
the magic and beauty that these interactions create. Even just coins or
matches from his pockets can magically form a face, while swallows
flying might recall starry skies.

In the form of small-format paintings and drawings, the works of Bernd
Ribbeck are built up through a stratification of different materials, with
acrylics and watercolours alternating with the marks of a ballpoint pen.
His previous works, which were abstract geometric compositions, have
now evolved into particular architectural forms, taking inspiration not
so much from actual buildings as from isometric projections – graphic
representations in which a geometric object is projected onto a plane.

What these three artists have in common is an ability to create a 
pictorial world of their own. This constitutes a code by means of
which subjects appear in a form bordering between figuration and
abstraction, with a visual language that questions the very significance
of “representation”. One concept around which this exhibition revolves
is that of a “metaphysical” vision: Ribbeck’s buildings and Meier’s
interiors, like Andreas Schulze’s houses, are not places where one
might imagine living. They are not part of our world, but rather
spatial constructions that constitute a metaphor for creativity itself.
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Jan Meier (1978, Leonborg; lives in Berlin) 
had solo exhibitions at Center, Berlin; Bonner
Kunstverein, Bonn (2011); Galerie Hohenthal
und Bergen, Berlin (2009); Klinkhammerprojects,
Du� sseldorf (2007); Bar Ornella, Cologne (2004);
Galerie Klinkhammer und Metzner, Du� sseldorf
(2003) and others. He participated in different
group shows in institutions like Raum fu� r Bild
Wort Ton, Berlin (2012); Austellungsraum,
Berlin (2009); Museum Ratingen (2007); Bonner
Kunstverein (2006).

Bernd Ribbeck (1974, Cologne; lives in Berlin)
latest solo exhibitions include Galerie Kamm,
Berlin (2014); Galerie Peter Kilchmann, Zürich
(2012, 2009); Alison Jacques Gallery, London
(2012); Oldenburger Kunstverein, Oldenburg
(2009). He recently participated in group shows
in different museums like Martha Herford
(2014); Kunstwerke, Berlin; Kunsthaus Dresden
(2013); Kunstverein und Sprengelmuseum, 
Hannover; Ku� nstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin
(2012); Kunstmuseum Stuttgart; Kunstverein
Ulm (2011); Kunstmuseum Wolfsburg (2010). 

Andreas Schulze (1955, Hannover; lives in Cologne)
has been exhibiting his work since 1981 in different
galleries, foundations and museums including
Museum of Modern Art, New York, Tate Museum,
London and Museum Ludwig, Cologne. Among
his recent solo shows in museums: Kunstmuseum
Bonn; Schirn Kunsthalle, Frankfurt; Villa Merkel,
Esslingen (2014); Kunstsaele, Berlin (2012);
Sammlung Falckenberg, Hamburg; Leopold-
Hoesch-Museum, Düren (2010). Since 2008 is
Professor for Painting at Staatliche Kunstakademie
Düsseldorf. He is represented by Sprüth Magers
Berlin London, MaxWeberSixFriedrich, Munich,
Team Gallery, New York and Le Case d’Arte, Milan.


