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BAC GALLERY PRESENTS “RUB ME THE WRONG WAY By Traci Talasco” 

Exhibition Opening September 26th 

 

BROOKLYN, NY – (August, 2014) Brooklyn Arts Council’s BAC Gallery presents Rub Me the 

Wrong Way, an installation by Traci Talasco that will transform BAC Gallery into an interactive, 

domestic environment created entirely out of sandpaper. Talasco uses beauty and humor to 

reference unrealistic notions of female identity within the home. 

Rub Me the Wrong Way humorously represents how women have become worn out by their 

absurd attempts to fit “ideal” standards, juggling their home and work life. This immersive, tactile 

installation includes floral wallpaper, wainscoting, molding and a tile patterned floor all made 

from various grades of sandpaper. Gallery visitors will be able to walk through the space 

listening to the scratching sounds their steps generate, eventually wearing down the sandpaper 

floor to create a visual map of pedestrian traffic. 

Rub Me the Wrong Way refers to the unrealistic, societal expectations placed upon women to 

“do it all.” Despite the fact that many women have successful careers, the media continues to 

perpetuate outdated expectations of women as homemakers. Likewise, advertisements for 

household products and baby items primarily target women. On the rare occasion men are 

featured in this role, they are often unfairly portrayed as inadequate, further reinforcing gender 

stereotypes that can be harmful to both sexes and can leave women attempting to live up to an 

unreasonable ideal. 

Using the notion of home, a stereotypical female domain, Talasco creates an environment that 

depicts the emotional aspects of these issues in an entertaining way, while also evoking a 

sense of beauty. The floor and wallpaper patterns read as a kitchen space, a room always 

associated with domestic chores. Sandpaper is typically utilized to wear down rough patches 

and smooth the walls. Its use as a medium illustrates this contradiction between the rough, the 

texture of the sandpaper, the pressure women put on themselves, versus the softness and 

beauty that home evokes. This installation includes thousands of pieces of both hand cut and 

laser cut sandpaper, and ironically, is quite labor intensive to produce, which speaks directly to 

the repetitive nature of domestic chores in an almost obsessive manner. 
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Opening Reception: Friday, September 26, 2014, 6-9pm 

DUMBO Arts Festival Hours: 

Saturday, September 27, 12-9pm 

Sunday, September 28, 12-6pm 

 

DUMBO First Thursday Events: 

Extended Hours: Thursday, October 2, 2014, 6-8pm 

Artist Talk: Thursday, November 6, 2014, 6:30pm 

Film/Video Screening: Thursday, December 4, 2014, 6:30pm 

Video Screening: The Making of Rub Me the Wrong Way: Thursday, February 5, 2015, 6:30pm 

ABOUT BAC GALLERY 

BAC Gallery (111 Front Street, Suite 218) is located in the heart of the vibrant DUMBO arts 

district and offers Brooklyn-based artists an opportunity to show their art in an environment 

frequented by a host of arts enthusiasts and professionals. Regular gallery hours are Monday-

Friday from 11am-5pm. All of the artists included in the BAC Gallery exhibition program are 

members of BAC’s Online Registry of Brooklyn Artists. Contact Visual Arts Director Courtney J. 

Wendroff @ 718-625-0080 for more information or email gallery@brooklynartscouncil.org. 

The installation of Rub Me the Wrong Way was made possible in part by the generous support 

of over 60 Indiegogo campaign donors. 

BAC Gallery is made possible by public funds from the New York State Council on the Arts with 

the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and from the New 

York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the New York City Council. Drinks 

provided by Sixpoint Brewery and Waterfront Wines. 
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