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British artist Graeme Durant makes sculptures, paintings, drawings and installations. For 
BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead he has developed a new body of work 
entitled When in Roam, made in response to the Level 2 gallery space.  
 
The exhibition is an exploration of colour and materials that is direct, playful and often 
humorous. Durant’s ‘organisations of objects’ appropriate everyday materials with a collage 
mentality, from rugs to louver blinds, candles to tennis balls. Through a process of recycling, 
improvisation and low-tech construction, his objects become invested with new meaning and 
imagination.   
 
The title of the exhibition When in Roam, refers to the various references in Durant’s work to 
Roman architecture and to his practice of appropriating and ‘pillaging’ while roaming the 
cultural landscape for material. Works in the exhibition play with scale and engage with the 
whole body - the entrance itself has bodily associations. References to human gesture, 
expression and communication, from the smiley-mouthed gherkin, to the frowning eyebrow 
and hand signal paintings occur throughout.  A grinning, lucky Maneki-neko, or welcoming 
cat, waves from a dementedly scrolling mechanised blind. Sculptures seem precariously 
balanced and whirr around overhead while totems stretch from floor to ceiling.  
 
Durant scrambles literary, historical, architectural and art historical references, quoting 
Surrealism, Dada and Constructivist assemblage, while undermining and contradicting them 
with careful, controlled and witty juxtaposition. The artist is interested in the formal properties 
and language of his materials, their aesthetic, spatial and surface qualities. His collage 
approach explores the play between the casual and the intended, combining formal and 
unexpected elements 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
Graeme Durant lives and works in Newcastle upon Tyne. Recent exhibitions include: The 
Gate Of The Kiss, FIGURE ONE, BALTIC’s project space at BALTIC 39 (2013); Jesmonite 
on Paper, A3, Birmingham (2013); Cast Contemporaries, Edinburgh College of Art, 
Edinburgh Art Festival, Scotland (2013); Prospectus, Triangle Space, Chelsea College of Art 
and Design, UK (2012); I Can’t Follow You If You Don’t Move, Northend Studios, Detroit 
USA (2011); Unfinished Business, Wallington Hall, Northumberland UK (2011). 
 
BALTIC is a major international centre for contemporary art situated on the south bank of 
the River Tyne in Gateshead, England. BALTIC presents a constantly changing, distinctive 
and ambitious programme of exhibitions and events, and is a world leader in the 
presentation, commissioning and communication of contemporary visual art. BALTIC has 
welcomed over 5 million visitors, since opening to the public in July 2002. 
 
GALLERY INFORMATION: 
BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art           Admission: FREE  
Gateshead Quays                                    
South Shore Road                                        Opening hours:                 
Gateshead                                                    Monday – Sunday 10.00-18.00 
NE8 3BA                                                       Except Tuesdays 10.30-18.00 
UK        
                                                                     balticmill.com                   
Tel: +44 (0) 191 478 1810   
Fax: +44 (0) 191 478 1922     
Email: info@balticmill.com     
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