
Michael Janssen Berlin is pleased to announce its second solo exhibition by London-based artist Shaan Syed 
entitled CAPITAL !. The exhibition comprises a group of paintings collectively titled Stage Paintings alongside 
a sculptural intervention in the gallery space.

Reminiscent of the constructivist idealism of Rodchenko and Malevich, Syed’s paintings attract through bright 
transparencies and crisp colours, while their flatness proposes a surface to push against and to uncover. 
Employing a compositional device of a band of black or solid colour positioned at the bottom of the canvas, 
the paintings simultaneously obscure and reveal an unseen spectacle. This compositional strategy divides the 
canvas and proposes oppositional pictorial readings of infinite depth and two-dimensional flatness. 

The stage, at once a hierarchical system that presents entertainment for a mass, also acts as a disciplinary 
structure against the crowd. In a similar way, Syed’s compositions present a pictorial authority, halting the 
viewer from entering any further into the picture.

Also on view are monochrome paintings that were produced at the same time as the Stage Paintings. 
These appear to collapse and expose themselves, bearing none of the attention to a fixed geometry as their 
counterparts.

Analogous to the block of colour intersecting the Stage Paintings, Syed has staged a physical intervention 
in the gallery space. A gradually declining wall runs diagonally through the room on top of which visitors 
are invited to leave their empty beer bottles during the opening; and which will remail through the run of the 
exhibition. Playing with the perspectival field of vision interrupted in the paintings, the wall calls to mind a 
graphic illustration of the economic and often speculative terms “appreciation” and “depreciation”; “loss” and 
“gain”. Syed conceives this structure of support and separation as a mode of resistance, and proposes a similar 
intention in his paintings. “The collapsed monochromes were an act of opposition in the studio against all the 
taping, planning and construction I was involved with while making the Stage Paintings. It became necessary 
to uncover an absence in response to setting up a proposition for one”, says Syed. 

Shaan Syed: b. 1975 in Toronto, Canada. Lives and works in London, UK. Syed’s work is included in the recent Thames 
and Hudson publication “100 Painters of Tomorrow”. In 2015 he will present a solo exhibition at the Kunsthalle Winterthur 
in Switzerland. He is a recent recipient of The Elephant Trust Grant (UK) and The Pollock-Krasner Foundation Grant for 
Painters. He has held solo exhibitions at Ana Cristea Gallery, New York (2014); Vous Etes Ici, Amsterdam (2011); PlugIn ICA, 
Winnipeg (2006) and Birch Libralato, Toronto (2006). Group exhibitions include Patrick De Brock Gallery, Knokke, Belgium 
(2014); Aspex Gallery, Portsmouth, UK (2013); S1 Artspace, Sheffield, UK (2007); La Salles de Bains, Lyon, France (2010); 
Jerwood Space, London (2010) and Bloomberg Art Space, London (2008).
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