
WHO:	 Storm Tharp
WHAT:	 Tiger
WHEN: September 30th, 2014 – November 1st, 2014
WHERE:	 PDX Contemporary Art 925 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209
HOURS: 11:00-6:00 Tues. – Sat. 
ADMISSION:	 Free

Open First Thursday, October 1st, 2014, 6:00 – 8:00 

EXHIBITION NOTES: 

PDX Contemporary Art is proud to present "Tiger", new works by Storm Tharp. "Tiger" is an exhibition 
regarding the history and philosophical discourse of painting. These paintings reference portraits of wild 
cats by Delacroix, a series of botanical works by Lucian Freud, and Picasso's African Period in an 
endeavor to capture a mutable and fleeting truth in the medium of paint. Over the years, we have often 
described Storm Tharp as an artist of ideas, adept at using a great variety of materials in his pursuit to 
realize some of the richness and complexity of human nature. It is in fact possible to think that Tharp’s 
true medium is the portrait. Whether it is a portrait of a man or a woman, a plant, or an arrangement of 
objects, Tharp explores the line between the representational and the abstract with his distinctive and 
personal voice. 

“The development of character and the human endeavor are central to my work. For every character there 
is a narrative by which details, choices, and fates are hung.  It is the apparatus by which the character is 
read. I am curious about how authentically or artificially the part is played and how, in turn, that 
performance is the manifestation of some fantasy—a manifestation of what we want to become.  Perhaps 
we have no idea who we are.  We have only costumes to wear and words to choose—choices by which 
we create ourselves.” —Storm Tharp

Tharp was a part of The 2010 Whitney Biennial; he has exhibited at The Saatchi Gallery, and recently had 
a solo exhibition at The Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art at Cornell University. Storm Tharp was raised in 
Ontario, Oregon. He attended Cornell University and received a BFA from the College of Architecture, Art 
and Urban Planning. Upon graduation in 1992, Tharp moved to Portland, Oregon where he presently 
resides. Tharp’s work has been included in the public collections of The Whitney Museum of American Art, 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, The Albright-Knox Art Gallery, The Saatchi Gallery, The Portland Art 
Museum, The Portland Institute for Contemporary Art, Reed College, and The Herbert F. Johnson Museum 
of Art at Cornell University.
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Raymond Chenoweth, 2014, gouache on paper, 22” x 30”; Friends Again, 2014, gouache on paper, 22” x 30”; Figure with 
Corners, 2014, oil on panel, 53” x 42”


