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MDC Museum of Art + Design and MDC Live Arts Present World 
Premier of New Works by Renowned Artist and Choreographer Shen 
Wei 
 
Miami – July 5, 2014 - Miami Dade College’s (MDC) Museum of Art + Design (MOAD) and MDC Live 
Arts will present Shen Wei - In Black, White and Gray, the artist’s first museum exhibition in the U.S. 
combines Shen Wei’s award-winning choreography with a groundbreaking new series of large-scale 
works to be unveiled during Art Basel Miami Beach 2014 at the MDC’s Historic Freedom Tower in 
downtown Miami. The exhibition opens with a series of five public performances on Friday, Dec. 5, 
and continues through Sunday, Dec. 7. The exhibition will remain on display at the museum 
through February 1, 2015. Exhibition and performances are free and open to the public.  
 
An invitation-only exhibition preview, performance and reception for select guests and Art Basel 
VIP Cardholders is scheduled for Thursday, December 4, at 8 p.m. RSVP is required. Working 
media is invited. A public lecture and coordinating programs will be announced at a later date.  
 
Shen Wei - In Black, White and Gray is being presented at the College’s flagship institution dedicated to 
the presentation and exhibition of visual art and design. This is his second visit to Miami presented by 
MDC Live Arts, having performed his acclaimed work Rite of Spring in 2003. Unlike his previous work, 
this new project presents a dramatic shift in the artists’ extensive repertoire, unveiling 11 new paintings 
that explore movement, physicality of paint and the objective landscape, while choreographing 
contemplative and interpretive performances based on these works.    
 
Wei, a choreographer, director, dancer, painter, and designer, is internationally-renowned for his cross-
cultural, boldly visual movement-based spectacles. He is perhaps best known as the lead choreographer 
for the Opening Ceremonies of the 2008 Beijing Olympics, which earned acclaim worldwide. The 
Washington Post has called Wei, “One of the great artists of our time,” and The New York Times 
proclaimed, “If there is something to write home about in the dance world, it is the startlingly imaginative 
work of the Chinese-born choreographer Shen Wei.”   
 
Born in China’s Hunan province, the son of Chinese opera professionals began his training in painting 
and calligraphy. Since founding his company, Shen Wei Dance Arts, his work has been a constant 
dialogue between art and movement, painting and dance. Wei creates dance for the stage with the 
compositional rigor of a visual artist; he incorporates vivid colors, striking design and imaginative use of 
space into theatrical, kinetic paintings. Often staging his dances on a grand scale with a high level of 
production detail, his works are celebrated for their gorgeous visual imagery.   
 
Wei’s talent has earned him a MacArthur Foundation Fellowship, a Guggenheim Fellowship, Australia’s 
Helpmann Award, and the World Economic Forum’s Young Global Leader Honor.  Most recently, he was 
honored as Artist of the Year by Audi and GQ and Innovator of the Year by the Wall Street Journal.  His 
site-specific works and performances combining the two distinctive platforms have also been exhibited at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Collezione Maramotti Gallery in Reggio Emilia Italy; the 
Rockbund Museum of Art in Shanghai, China; Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in San Francisco CA; 
North Carolina Museum of Art in Raleigh, NC; and Kennedy Center for the Arts in Washington, D.C. 
 
About MDC Museum of Art + Design 
MDC Museum of Art + Design (MOAD) is Miami Dade College’s flagship institution dedicated to the 
presentation and exhibition of visual art and design, housed at the National Historic Landmark Freedom 
Tower at Miami Dade College in Downtown Miami. The mission of the Museum is to promote the 
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appreciation and understanding of art and its role in society through direct engagement with original 
works of art from within the College’s extensive permanent collection and temporary exhibitions. 
Furthermore, the Museum presents year-round lectures, symposiums and art-related events to expose, 
educate and engage the greater public through related creative processes. 
The MDC Museum of Art + Design provides its patrons and visitors access to unique cultural, historical 
and educational exhibitions that enrich the greater community while building and preserving an expansive 
permanent art collection. Miami Dade College has been collecting art since the 1960s. Over the years, 
the collection has grown to contain more than 1,600 works in all mediums and genres, specifically within 
the movements of minimalism, pop art of the ’60s and ’70s, conceptual art and contemporary Latin 
American art. The College and Museum actively acquire works by emerging and under-recognized artists, 
as well as major figures in modern, post-modern and contemporary art.  

About MDC Live Arts  

Miami Dade College is proud to be the home of MDC Live Arts, an initiative of MDCulture. Created in 
1990 as Cultura del Lobo, MDC Live Arts has a celebrated history bringing exceptional national and 
international performing artists to venues across Miami. Annually, the series offers an eclectic mix of 
performances, presenting today’s most exciting artists while creating meaningful engagement between 
these artists, the students of MDC, and the community. MDC Live Arts seeks artists from across the globe 
who push boundaries and honor traditions relevant to Miami’s diverse community. The series aims to 
offer audiences opportunities to discover new ideas, perspectives and forms of expression while 
encouraging dialogue and the desire to know more.  

WHAT:  MOAD Presents World Premier of Shen Wei – In Black, White and Gray 
 
WHEN:  Friday, Dec. 5 – Sunday Dec. 7, 2014 – Exhibition with Live Public Performances 
                        Matinee: 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 

Evening: 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. (Friday & Saturday only) 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 – Sunday, Feb. 1, 2015 – Exhibition of New Works 
Museum Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. 
 

WHERE:  MDC Museum of Art + Design 
The Freedom Tower at MDC 

  600 Biscayne Blvd.  
 
Shen Wei – In Black, White and Gray the exhibition will be open to the public Wednesday, Dec. 10, 

through Sunday, February 1, 2015. Museum hours are Wednesdays – Sundays, noon to 5 p.m. 

Admission is free and private tours are available.  

For more information about the exhibition, events or VIP Opening Reception at MDC Museum of 

Art + Design, please contact the Museum at 305-237-7710 or museum@mdc.edu.  

Media-only contacts: Juan Mendieta, MDC director of communications, 305-237-7611, 
jmendiet@mdc.edu; Sue Arrowsmith, 305-237-3710, sue.arrowsmith@mdc.edu; Kai Hill, 
khill1@mdc.edu, 305-979-3359.  
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