
BURNABY, BC –  The Burnaby Art Gallery is pleased to present a new exhibition featuring works by the Full Circle Art 
Collective. Please join us on Thursday, September 4 from 7-9pm for the opening reception of In Wait: Full Circle Art 
Collective and Works from the Permanent Collection. 

In Wait is a visual collaboration by seven members of The Full Circle Art Collective and is a contemplative response to the 
artists’ personal experiences and the shared communal psyche as they examined an ordinary part of life: the ubiquitous act 
of waiting. Five of the artists have works in the permanent collection. Heather Aston, Jocelyn Barrable-Segal, Hannamari 
Jalovaara, Julie McIntyre, Milos Jones, Wendy Morosoff Smith and Rina Pita.
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From left to right: (back row) Rina Pita, Wendy Morosoff Smith, Milos Jones, Heather Aston. (front row) Julie McIntyre, Hannamari Jalovaara, Jocelyn 
Barrable-Segal. Photo by Rina Pita. 
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In Wait
In Homer’s Odyssey, Penelope, wife of Odysseus, finds herself besieged by suitors during her husband’s long absence. In 
order to avoid making a decision regarding matrimony, she announces she must weave a shroud before she can wed again. 
Penelope weaves during the day and her maids unravel her work during the night, thus never completing the shroud and 
allowing her to find a resolution in waiting.

Unlike Odysseus, who moves heroically in the outer world, Penelope’s life is characterized by inwardness. Her task of 
weaving is solitary, but communal in unraveling, as her maids participate in deconstructing her creation. This rhythmical 
process of cyclical transformation is not a passive act. The wait becomes a meditative state akin to the process of art 
making - initially a solitary event that through the community interaction transforms and contains what is universal to all 
its members. As artists, who had met while working in the Malaspina Printmakers Studio in Vancouver, we experienced a 
similar communal connection and decided to engage in this project that reflects Penelope’s connection with her handmaids.

With our project, we initiated our work by looking inward, and self-reflection fed the creation of the first marks that mirrored 
our personal “In Wait” experience. These initial marks and simple drawings generated the beginnings of individual lexicons 
of imagery and symbols.

As we embarked on a communal exchange of images and concepts, the personal Wait became intertwined with the Wait 
of others, and a unique interactive process emerged. The collective construction of each piece became an exciting multi-
layered journey in image-making and exchanging of ideas. The physical process of creation went hand in hand with a 
communal weaving of both individual and collective narratives.

This unique process invited each of us to step out of our usual styles and media as we accepted the challenge to resolve, 
complete and sometimes obliterate other people’s marks. As the project progressed, the recurring imagery, symbols and 
metaphors that emerged within the pieces provided the threads that expanded our individual ideas into a visual tapestry of 
the universal condition - waiting.

Julie McIntyre, Hannamari Jalovaara and Heather Aston, 
In Wait #7, graphite, collage, watercolour, acrylic, pencil on 
paper, mounted on wooden cradle box, varnished 2011-2014. 



Artists’ Statements 

Heather Aston dislikes waiting as she feels it as an unproductive state where precious time is wasted. “It is as if when we 
wait, we do not live in the present and the activities in waiting are disposable or perhaps a mere means to an end,” says 
Aston.

Aston’s collaborative process through the In Wait project explores activities that once were a joy to her late Mother but that 
age had degraded into mere chores, repetitive but comfortable things to do while “in wait” for the inevitable, which is often 
unmentionable to most of us.

Jocelyn Barrable-Segal: Life had taken a challenging turn for Jocelyn Barrable Segal. In waiting for a brighter future she 
took refuge in the language of flowers as therapy for her soul. Layer upon layer, as the printmaker often cherishes, forms 
evolve, unexpected imagery appear as did the connection of the communal wait. “Flowers seem intended for the solace of 
humanity,” John Ruskin.

Hannamari Jalovaara: Life heralds movement, yet in stillness lies the beginning of being. In this process Hannamari
Jalovaara has examined the idea that all cells not only record these periods of waiting but are also changed by them.

Waiting becomes a creative process where under the seeming quiescence and inactivity growth and transformation befall. 
Neurons connect, cells divide, roots burrow deeper into the soil. Waiting takes place in the present moment grounding us to 
the physical world in-between the disappearing past and the urgency of possibilities.

Julie McIntyre’s work often references icons so the rocking chair was an obvious choice for this series. The stationary 
images conjure both the young child in the arms of a mother, along with the elder gentleman humming on the front porch. 
The rocking motion captures both the wait’s anxious energy going forward and soothing acceptance moving backward.

Milos Jones: While working on the In Wait project Milos Jones’s images are influenced by her early study of archeology and 
cultural anthropology. With waiting in mind the focus of the dialogue moves from the people to the objects and how they are 
affected by waiting. Vessels chip and crack their surfaces and discolor just as a sidewalk will show the wear of a thousand 
feet, or the evidence of water and sand erosion on a shell. As time passes and generation follows generation, objects silently
observe the events around them. While Jones’ work evolves generic vessel forms solidify into specific objects that bear a 
significance to the artist and her memories of times past.

Wendy Morosoff Smith’s imagery reflects her and her sister’s search for inner peace, balance and understanding during 
the waiting period between a terminal cancer diagnosis and the imminent death of her sister. She explores the roles we 
play and the symbiotic relationships that develop as we face our own and our loved one’s mortality. It is one thing to know 
that we all will one day die, but how do we deal with the knowing that that day is mere months away? Wendy asks: How do
we live as we are waiting to die?

Rina Pita: To Rina Pita, In Wait is about a communion between an internal state of mind and the external setting of spaces, 
objects, anonymous spectators and the chores that help or hinder the wait, but are an inevitable part of the waiting process. 
It is about her presence in time as she witnessed the painful process of her mother’s death. During this experience the 
activity of waiting embraced hoping, praying and passing the time as she beaded, doodled and counted the hours while her 
mind wondered and remembered.
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The Burnaby Art Gallery (BAG) is dedicated to collecting, preserving and presenting a contemporary and historical visual art program by 
local, national and internationally recognized artists. The BAG acts as a leader in the collection, preservation and exhibition of artists who 
choose to work on paper – we are the only art museum in British Columbia dedicated to works of art on paper. Through our collection and 
exhibition practices the BAG endeavours to represent the best and most promising artists within the Canadian print culture community. 
The BAG cares for and manages over 5,000 works of art in the City of Burnaby’s Permanent Art Collection. 

For more information about the gallery’s exhibitions, programs, and tours, call 604-297-4422 or visit www.burnabyartgallery.ca. Located 
in the beautiful surroundings of Deer Lake Park, the Burnaby Art Gallery is open Tuesday to Friday, 10:00am to 4:30pm and on Saturday 
and Sunday, 12noon to 5:00pm. Admission is by donation; suggested donation $5. Parking is free. 

The Burnaby Art Gallery acknowledges the generous support provided by: the City of Burnaby; the British Columbia Arts Council; the 
Province of British Columbia, its patrons and visitors. 

PUBLIC PROGRAMMING

Opening Reception: Thursday, September 4, 7-9pm
Join us for the opening reception at the Burnaby Art Gallery. The evening will feature opening remarks, followed by a 
reception in our Fireside Room.

In the B.A.G. Family Sundays: Sunday, September 14, 1-4pm
Join us for an interactive experience that combines the current gallery exhibit with a free, hands-on studio activity. No 
registration required. All ages. Free.

Mandarin Tour and Tea Demonstration: Saturday, September 27, 2014, 12noon-2pm
Conducted in Mandarin, our gallery guide, Dong Yue Su, artist and editor of Yishu Contemporary Art Magazine (Chinese 
Edition), will take you on an exploration of the current exhibition. This Culture Days in Canada programming will include 
an educational tea series with Adrian Sinclair. Conducted in English, Adrian will demonstrate the art of Gong Fu Cha in 
our Fireside Room. Program is free to attend. To reserve your spot, please register online or call 604-297-4422 with the 
registration code. Group 1: 337457 | Group 2: 337458.

Full Circle Art Collective: Collaborative Print Workshop: Sunday, September 28, 12noon-3:30pm
Inspired by Full Circle Art Collective’s In Wait project, and led by two of the artists, participants will have the opportunity to 
explore collaborative art making in this print workshop. Using a variety of non-toxic media, like water-based inks, watercolour 
crayons, charcoal and graphite, participants will work jointly on pieces to create layered imagery. All supplies included. This 
is part of Culture Days In Canada programming; program is free to attend. Register online or call 604-297-4422 to reserve 
your spot. Ages 16 and up. Registration Code: 344768.

In Wait: Full Circle Art Collective Artist Panel: Thursday, October 2, 7-9pm 
Join us for an interactive and lively evening with the artists from the Vancouver-based Full Circle Art Collective. This group’s 
collaborative mixed-media project, In Wait, resulted in more than 200 works over a three-year period. Registration not 
required. Free. 

http://www.burnabyartgallery.ca

