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Artists include: Allison Sommers, Ben Coover, Chris Crites, Chris Hipkiss, Daniel Dibble, Dawn 
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The Lodge Gallery is pleased to present  Madness, a group exhibition curated by visual artist  Lori Field. 
Comprised of almost two dozen works, the show brings together an exceptional collection of artists who 
question the nature of madness and it’s place in contemporary culture.

While the title Madness is subject to a wide spectrum of subjective interpretations, the exhibition broadly  
plays on themes of melancholia and definitions of sanity, embracing socially controversial behavior and 
individual journeys through darkness and confusion. Is madness a chemical imbalance or is it  a series of 
culturally adopted behaviors? What  exactly is it that drives individuals and communities to the breaking 
point  of madness? Who is responsible when a lapse in sanity occurs and is a little madness always a bad 
thing? If it is to be believed that  the fine lines between genius and madness are drawn within cultural 
context then one man’s mad fundamentalist  heretic is another mans holy martyr, one woman’s delirium 
tremens is a another woman’s shamanistic vision. As it  turns out, it’s not as easy as it seems to define 
madness even within the broad interpretations of our shared colloquial vernacular. 

From Dawn Black's portraits of beauty queens, gun nuts, and terrorists, to Hanna von Goeler's stripped 
down and ghost-like dollar bill paintings, Chris Hipkiss's dystopian landscape drawing, and Judy Rifka's 
flickering staccato insects, the visual images on view in Madness pick up where definable language fails 
us.

The Lodge Gallery, founded by Keith Schweitzer and Jason Patrick Voegele, is located at 131 Chrystie 
Street  on Manhattan’s Lower East Side. It  is the exhibition venue of Republic Worldwide and serves as 
both an art space and a gathering place for hearty discourse and experimentation.

www.thelodgegallery.com

For additional information contact info@thelodgegallery.com or call 917-478-7513
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