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Berthold Pott Gallery is pleased to present its first solo exhibition of the 
Düsseldorf-based artist Philip Seibel (b. 1980) in conjunction with the DC Open 2014. 

Philip Seibel’s works oscillate between the genres of painting, objet trouvé, drawing 
and sculpture and thus evade all conventional definitions. The works display a high 
degree of complexity and heterogeneity – both with regard to the production process and 
in terms of their visual dimensions. 
 
The solo exhibition “Kairos” presents panel paintings as well as drawings and 
sculptures. The panel paintings are generally created on the basis of wood veneers; 
mounted on honeycomb boards, these become the painting ground for Seibel’s pictures. In 
his work, which begins already with the choice of veneer, the artist focuses on the 
structures and “rhythms” of wood and alters this with stain or paint, as well as 
through complementary, accentuating or dissolving interventions. 
 
These works based on veneers are juxtaposed with panels created with paint on 
aluminium, with which the artist makes surfaces, shades and variations in light, as 
well as plasticity, the actual subject of his painting. The exhibition thus brings 
together – hardly distinguishable – original and copy, nature and reproduction, found 
and created; whereby the resulting insecurity leads to a back coupling, so to speak, to 
the original physical presence of the works. 
 
The artist in interested more than anything else in the unseen, the hidden, the easily 
overlooked, the inconspicuous particularities, flaws, finest anomalies, such as, for 
example, a lone knot or special symmetries or asymmetries in the grain. He brings these 
to the fore with the help of paint and stain, includes them in new contexts or removes 
contexts altogether and condenses them by superimposing several layers of lacquering 
and polishing. The inconspicuous, the incidental or the material features become the 
focal point of his processes of finishing and modifying and the centre of his 
compositions. The emphasis on the respective particularities and uniqueness of the raw 
material also points out a further singularity, namely – transferred onto the passage 
of time – that of the moment. Whether inevitable or not, the moment simply passes when 
it is not seen, perceived, understood and made use of. This moment, “sharper … than a 
knife”, is personified in Greek mythology in the figure of “Kairos”, after whom the 
exhibition is titled. 
 
Seibel’s sculptures are also characterized by the strict geometric surface structures 
of their for the most part lacquered and polished veneers. These sculptures, which, 
like the panel paintings, are also lacquered and polished in numerous working steps, 
are either matt or glossy and thus achieve a sense of visual depth and elegant haptics, 
which direct the viewer’s perception away from panel painting into the third dimension. 
 
Although, at first glance, Seibel’s works appear to concentrate their energy and, with 
their dark colouration, hide something physical within themselves, when contemplated 
for longer periods of time, they seem all the more transcendental: Reflections, 
mirroring effects, a rich lustre and kaleidoscope-like refractions of light come to the 
fore. Fine metal particles, which the artist mixes into the lacquer of his most recent 
works, intensify the impression of iridescent shimmering. Moments are captured and 
brought into the picture; details lying seemingly deep within the painting ground 
return to the surface, while at the same time feigning their own disappearance. 
Seibel’s works oscillate between monumental presence, visual material indifference, 
illusion, transience and re-emergence. 
 
Philip Seibel (b. 1980) lives and works in Düsseldorf. Following training as an 
instrument maker, he studied painting at the Academy of Art in Düsseldorf, from where 



he graduated as a master student of Peter Doig. Since then, he has had solo exhibitions 
in the Parkhaus im Malkasten, Düsseldorf; the Maschinenhaus, Essen and, together with 
Lukas Schmenger, in the Philara Collection and with David Ostrowski at Format:C, both 
in Düsseldorf. His works have also been included in group exhibitions in, among others, 
Kunst im Tunnel (KIT), Düsseldorf; Cindy Rucker, New York; Galerie Eigen+Art, Berlin 
and Leipzig, and Palazzo Guaineri delle Cossere in Brescia, Italy. In 2012, he was a 
recipient of an EHF grant from the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in Berlin.  
 
 
Opening: Friday, 5 September 2014, 6:00 – 10:00 p.m.  
In conjunction with the DC Open 2014  
 
Opening hours during the DC Open: 
Friday, 5 September: 6:00 – 10:00 p.m.  
Saturday, 6 September: 12:00 – 8:00 p.m.  
Sunday, 7 September: 12:00 – 6:00 p.m.  
 
Opening hours during the duration of the exhibition: 
Wed.-Fri. 1:00 – 6:00 p.m., Sat. 12:00 – 4:00 p.m.  
and by appointment 
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