
 
  
  
   

PRESS RELEASE 
 

The Vincent Award 2014 showcases the best in 
contemporary European art  
Work by Pierre Huyghe, Manfred Pernice, Willem de Rooij, Anri Sala and Gillian 
Wearing will be on show at the GEM, Museum of Contemporary Art 
 
The Gemeentemuseum The Hague is proud to present work by the five artists shortlisted for 
The Vincent Award 2014. The purpose of the award is to spur on a mid-career artist whose 
work is appreciably influencing the development of contemporary art in Europe. An expert jury 
has short-listed five artists for the prize: Pierre Huyghe, Manfred Pernice, Willem de Rooij, Anri 
Sala and Gillian Wearing. Work by these artists is seldom seen in the Netherlands, but will now 
be on show at the GEM, Museum of Contemporary Art, from 6 September 2014 - 1 February 
2015.  
 
On 21 November the Gemeentemuseum will reveal at an award ceremony whether Pierre Huyghe 
(France), Manfred Pernice (Germany), Willem de Rooij (the Netherlands), Anri Sala (Albania/France) 
or Gillian Wearing (United Kingdom) has won the Vincent Award. Prior to that, an exhibition of their 
work will be on show at the GEM, Museum of Contemporary Art, from 6 September. The candidates’ 
oeuvre is highly diverse and of outstanding quality, showing that even in a globalised society, 
European artists have lost nothing of their vigour or influence. Never before has work by these artists 
been brought together on show in the Netherlands. 
 
The exhibition will showcase both existing and new work. Willem de Rooij will be creating a new 
installation inspired by one of Mondrian’s works in the Gemeentemuseum’s permanent collection. He 
is combining it with a sound piece, for which he made recordings in Greenland. Manfred Pernice will 
create a large sculptural installation and Pierre Huyghe will show one of his most recent films. Anri 
Sala will present an installation featuring two simultaneous video projections in which sound, 
specifically a drum (dubbed ‘Doldrum’), will play a leading role. Gillian Wearing will present some of 
her photographic oeuvre, including a new work created in 2014 and a sculpture. There will also be a 
screening of her film BULLY. 
 
The Vincent Award was founded in 2000 by the Broere Foundation in memory of Monique Zajfen, a 
beloved friend of the Broere family and former owner of ‘Gallery 121’ in Antwerp, Belgium. It was her 
commitment to and passion for contemporary art that inspired this move to spur on European artists of 
great talent. The Vincent Award is intended both to encourage European talent and to promote 
communication in a free, united and peaceful Europe. The winner of the prize receives a sum of EUR 
50,000. 
 
This year, the Gemeentemuseum will be hosting the award ceremony for the first time. The 
collaboration between the Broere Foundation and the Gemeentemuseum will continue until 2020, and 
will entail the Monique Zajfen Collection being on long-term loan to the Gemeentemuseum. It is one of 
the most significant private collections of contemporary art in the Netherlands, featuring works by three 
previous winners of the Vincent Award – Pawel Althamer, Neo Rauch and Wilhelm Sasnal – as well as 
artists like Marlene Dumas, Luc Tuymans, Thomas Schütte and Stephan Balkenhol.  
 
For press requests please contact:  
Anne de Haij, Gemeentemuseum Den Haag: adehaij@gemeentemuseum.nl or tel. +31 (0)730 
3381121 / +31 (0)6 41363899. 
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For international media requests please contact:  
Oliver Krug, Bolton & Quinn: oliver@boltonquinn.com or +44 (0)7852 842912 or +44 (0)207 221 5000. 
Notes to editors:  
 
Pierre Huyghe (1962, Paris, France) lives and works in Paris and New York. He has been working 
with time-based situations and has explored the exhibition process from the 90’s. His works imply such 
diverse forms as living systems, objects, films, photographs, drawings and music. In recent years, he 
has created self-generating systems, including living entities and artifacts, in which emergence and 
rhythm are indeterminate. He has had numerous international solo exhibitions at such venues as the 
Centre Pompidou, Paris (2013-2014); Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, Madrid, Spain 
(2010); and Tate Modern, London, England (2006). His recent group exhibitions include Documenta 
(13), Kassel (2012); the Biennale of Sydney, Sydney (2008). 
 
Manfred Pernice (1963, Hildesheim, Germany) lives and works in Berlin. He studied graphic art and 
sculpture in Braunschweig and at the Academy of the Arts in Berlin. His major solo exhibitions have 
included shows at Portikus, Frankfurt am Main (2000), Kunsthalle, Zürich (2000), Witte de With, 
Rotterdam (2000), Museum Ludwig, Cologne (2007), Modern Art, Oxford (2010), Secession, Vienna 
(2010), S.M.A.K. the Municipal Museum of Modern Art, Ghent (2011), Institut d’Art contemporain, 
Villeurbanne (2013) and Haus der Kunst, Munich (2013). 
 
Willem de Rooij (1969, Beverwijk, the Netherlands) lives and works in Berlin. He studied art history at 
Amsterdam University and visual art at the Gerrit Rietveld Academy and the Rijksakademie in 
Amsterdam. In recent years he has had solo exhibitions at Bergen Kunsthall (2013), Kunstverein, 
Munich (2012), Kunstwegen Open Museum, Burg Bentheim (2012) and the Neue Nationalgalerie, 
Berlin (2010). Since 2006, De Rooij has taught visual art at the Städelschule in Frankfurt am Main. His 
works hang in the Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam, MUMOK, Vienna, the Hamburger Bahnhof, Berlin, 
Centre Pompidou, Paris, MOCA, Los Angeles and MOMA, New York. 
 
Anri Sala (1974, Tirana, Albania), lives and works in Berlin. He studied art at the national art academy 
in Tirana and film at Le Fresnoy - Studio National des Arts Contemporains, Tourcoing. In 2001 he won 
the Young Artist Prize at the Venice Biennale and in 2011 the Absolut Art Award. Recent solo 
exhibitions by Sala were held at the Serpentine Gallery in London (2011), Japan’s National Museum of 
Art, Osaka (2011), Museum of Contemporary Art, Detroit (2012), Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin 
(2012) and Palazzo Grassi Teatrino, Venice Biennale (2013). 
 
Gillian Wearing (1963, Birmingham, United Kingdom) lives and works in London. She studied at the 
Chelsea School of Art and Goldsmith’s College in London. In 1997 she won the Turner Prize and in 
2007 was elected as a lifetime member of the Royal Academy of Arts. Wearing has had solo 
exhibitions at the Serpentine Gallery in London (2000), Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago (2002), 
ICA, Philadelphia (2003), Frans Hals Museum, Haarlem (2004), Ikon Gallery, Birmingham (2006), K20 
Grabbeplatz, Düsseldorf (2012), Whitechapel Art Gallery, London (2012) and Museum Brandhorst in 
Munich (2013).  
 
 
About the jury 

The artists were nominated by a jury of European experts. The Vincent Award jury for 2014 comprises 
Benno Tempel, director of the Gemeentemuseum (chair); Stephan Berg, director of the Kunstmuseum 
Bonn; Isabel Carlos, director of the Centro del Art Moderna, Gulbekian Foundation, Lisbon; Anda 
Rottenberg, independent art critic and curator; and Anita Zabludowicz, co-founder of the Zabludowicz 
Collection, London, New York and Sarvisalo. They selected the five candidates from a longlist of 
artists nominated by a group of European experts from the contemporary art world: Fabio Cavallucci, 
director of the Centre for Contemporary Art, Ujazdowski Castle, Warsaw; Adam Szymczyk, artistic 
director, Documenta 14; Nataša Petrešin-Bachelez, independent curator; Mirjam Varadinis, curator at 
the Kunsthaus Zürich; Holger Liebs, editor in chief of Monopol Magazin für Kunst und Leben; Tom 
Morton, independent curator, London; WHW (What How, for Whom) curators’ collective from Zagreb; 
Xander Karskens, curator at De Hallen, Haarlem; and Nicolaus Schafhausen, director of the 
Kunsthalle in Vienna. 
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Broere Foundation 

Broere Foundation was initiated by the late Messrs Jacobus and Bastiaan Broere, founders of Gebr. 

Broere N. V, the shipping and oil company, established in the Netherlands. The Foundation's main aim 

is to stimulate medical research, whilst it also supports cultural initiatives. The Trustees of The 

Foundation decided to establish The Vincent Award in memory of the late Monique Zajfen, a beloved 

friend of the Broere family and a patron of the arts with a commitment to and a passion for 

contemporary art. 

Monique Zajfen  

Monique Zajfen, a cosmopolitan by nature, was born in Paris and spent the greater part of her adult 

life in New York and Antwerp. Already at a young age, she was passionate about art and with her 

intuitive taste she laid the foundation of an art collection, which has now become representative for 

this century. In 1979 she opened "Gallery 121" with her friend Emy Tob‐ de Toledo. During 13 years 

this gallery was the image of an exciting and creative period. Her spirit and quest for freedom attracted 

many young and or upcoming artists to her gallery, such as Kate Blacker, Jacqueline Böse, Helen 

Chadwick, Sandro Chia, Francesco Clemente, Robert Combas, René Daniëls, Sylvie Fleury, Zaha M. 

Hadid, Keith Haring, Teun Hocks, Robert Mapplethorpe, Michelangelo Pistoletto, Hervé di Rosa, 

Susana Solano, Luk Van Soom, Narcisse Tordoire, Henk Visch. 

The Monique Zajfen Collection  

As an adjunct to the Vincent Award, the Broere Foundation determined in 2000 to establish a 

collection of works by The Vincent Award winners. This collection is called “The Monique Zajfen 

Collection”. The basis of the Monique Zajfen Collection comprises the acquisition of works by Vincent 

award winners Eija‐ Liisa Ahtila, the German painter Neo Rauch, the Polish artists Pawel Althamer 

and Wilhelm Sasnal. It will be expanded with substantial acquisitions of works by future Vincent award 

winners.The Monique Zajfen Collection includes since 2006 also works of art which the late Monique 

Zajfen collected herself and works of art collected by the Broere Foundation. The Collection now 

comprises works of contemporary art, modern art and works of Old Masters.The Collection continues 

to be extended and is available to museums for (long‐ term) loans and expositions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 


