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James Goodman Gallery is pleased to present the exhibition, Calder: Space in Play, from 
October 22 – December 19, 2014.  The opening reception will be held on October 22nd from 
5-8pm. 
 
The celebrated and ceaselessly inventive Alexander Calder (1898-1976) created sculptural 
objects, paintings and drawings in a wide variety of media throughout his life. Space in Play 
will showcase over fifty rarely seen works that trace the arc of his six-decade career and, 
viewed together, yield insight into his grand vision.  Calder’s humor, fascination with 
motion, and rare ability to activate space are vividly expressed in the mobiles, stabiles, wire 
sculptures, gouaches, oil paintings, jewelry and functional objects selected. 
 
Early Circus works and wire portraits, including “Aerialist,” “The Golfer,” and a group of 
ink drawings introduce Calder’s innate skill for capturing his subject’s essence in an 
immediate and continuous line. This line, shifting into abstract-organic shapes, evolves to 
form the mobiles and stabiles that proceeded to define his legacy. With both elegance and 
simplicity, these iconic works intimate a celestial space far beyond their physical limits. 
Notable works on view include the standing mobile “The Yellow Breast Plate” and the 
hanging mobile “Yellow Eye Red Dot.”  
 
Rounding out his oeuvre, a broad selection of jewelry and functional objects made from steel, 
glass, and other found, recycled materials, will be on display. Here, in works that inherently 
engage the body, integrate form and function, and elevate domestic environment, Calder 
takes his sculptural practice into the practice of daily life.  
 
Alexander Calder was born on July 22nd, 1898 in Lawnton, PA.  He attended the Art Students 
League, and was influenced by artists of the Ash Can School.  In 1926, he moved to Paris 
and developed his miniature circus.  He is best known as the inventor of the mobile, a word 
coined in 1931 by artist Marcel Duchamp to designate Calder's moving sculpture. His art has 
been recognized around the world with numerous exhibitions and museum retrospectives.  
Calder died on November 11, 1976 in New York. 
 
James Goodman opened his first public art gallery in Buffalo, NY in 1958, where he showed 
works by both Contemporary American artists and established Modern masters. He first 
mounted a solo exhibition of Alexander Calder in Buffalo in 1966.  James Goodman 
subsequently moved his gallery to New York in 1967. A founding member of the Art Dealers 
Association of America since its inception in 1962, James Goodman served as President of 
the Association from 1994-1997 and continues to serve on the Board of Directors. 
 
For further inquiries please contact Jamie Birkenhead at info@jamesgoodmangallery.com or 
212-593-3737.  
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