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Bernarducci Meisel Gallery is pleased to present Mug Shots: Portraits of Evil, a solo exhibition of 

new paintings by Robert Gniewek. The exhibition consists of large-scale portraits of infamous 

mug shots, executed with Photorealist precision. This work is an exciting departure from his usual 

Americana evening scenes.  The portraits in this series are familiar images that media outlets have 

repeatedly exposed to the public and range from James Eagen Holmes to Jared Loughner. These 

images of notorious serial killers or mass-murderers take on the same familiarity as less notorious 

celebrities.  

 

Charles (2012), John (2013), and Jeffrey (2014) are portraits derived from the mug shots of 

Charles Manson, John Wayne Gacy, and Jeffrey Dahmer. In these paintings the accused hold their 

placards in front of themselves for identification. Gniewek does not include the placard in the 

portraits O.J. (2013), Lee (2012), of O.J. Simpson and Lee Harvey Oswald respectively. This 

decision challenges his audience to identify each of the accused based solely on their own histories 

with the iconic imagery.  

 

Gniewek converted each color photograph into grayscale before beginning his work on canvas in 

an effort to embrace the low-resolution photographic imagery often used in law enforcement mug 

shots. The monochromatic palate and soft-focus style references the inadequate photographic 

sources used to create these Photorealist works. The larger-than-life scale of each painting 

emphasizes the subject’s notoriety. Though not intended to glorify these criminals or their actions, 

Gniewek instead presents his own observations and reflections on our voyeuristic society’s 

fascination with the macabre. 

 

Gniewek received his MFA from Wayne State University and lives and works in the Detroit, 

Michigan area. Gniewek’s work is on view in a traveling museum exhibition entitled Hyperrealism 

1962 – 2012 (Kunsthalle Tubingen, Tubingen, Germany; Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza, Madrid, 

Spain; Saarland Museum, Saarbrueken, Germany; The Birmingham Gallery of Art, Birmingham, 

England, and now at the Museum of Fine Arts in Bilbao, Spain). His work was recently published 

in Photorealism in the Digital Age (Abrams, 2013). This is his second solo exhibition at 

Bernarducci Meisel Gallery. 

 

For more information or image requests please contact Marina Press at (212) 593- 3757 or 

marina@meiselgallery.com. Viewing hours are Tuesday — Saturday 10:00AM — 5:30PM. The 

Gallery will be closed for the Holidays from December 21, 2014 until January 3, 2015. 
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