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THE PHILLIPS COLLECTION PAYS TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF ANITA REINER 

 
The Phillips hosts an exhibition in honor of one of DC’s most active art collectors and establishes a 

namesake fund for the support of contemporary art initiatives 

 

 

Washington, DC—This fall, The Phillips Collection will host a tribute exhibition in memory of Anita 

Reiner, one of Washington, DC's most active art collectors and a longtime friend of the Phillips who 

passed away August 15, 2013. A Tribute to Anita Reiner, on view beginning October 14, features 13 

works in a variety of mediums from Reiner's wide-ranging and highly personal collection of 

contemporary art. The exhibition, including works by Yayoi Kusama, Fred Wilson, Wangechi Mutu, 

Mimmo Paladino, Robert Mapplethorpe, El Anatsui, Katharina Fritzsch, Zang Huan, Lynette Yiadom-

Boakye, Shilpa Gupta, Shirin Neshat, and Gabriel Orozco will be on display through January 4, 2015.  

 

The exhibition’s focal point is German artist 

Anselm Kiefer’s Dein blondes Haar, 

Margerethe (Your golden hair, Marguerite) 

(1981), a recent gift from the Family of Anita 

Reiner in her memory to The Phillips 

Collection. The painting is part of Kiefer’s 

well-known and powerful series based on the 

famous 1945 poem by Jewish Romanian poet 

Paul Celan, “Death Fugue,” which was 

written in response to his time in a labor 

camp.  

 

“This gift of a painting by Anselm Kiefer is 

of special significance not only because of 

Anita's longstanding relationship with The 

Phillips Collection—including an encounter 

with Duncan Phillips in the Rothko Room,” 

says Curator at Large Klaus Ottmann, “it also 

advances our aim to acquire a collection of 

works by this important German artist.” 

 

Anita Reiner and her husband, Burton, were among the earliest members to join the Phillips’s first 

International Forum in 2009. They actively participated in museum programs and enthusiastically 

engaged the Phillips community by hosting visiting artists and tours of their collection. In the memory of 

this passionate collector, The Phillips Collection has established the Anita Reiner Tribute Fund for 

Contemporary Initiatives, a platform for those who wish to join in honoring her legacy by supporting 

contemporary art activities at the museum.  

—more— 
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Page 2—A Tribute to Anita Reiner  
 
 

“Anita shared Duncan Phillips’s love of contemporary art and artists, she did not bind herself to a 

particular medium but rather collected the pieces that spoke to her,” says Director Dorothy Kosinski. 

“The Anita Reiner Tribute Fund recognizes the boundless energy and generosity of spirit of an 

exceptional woman, collector, and friend, by providing ongoing support for contemporary art projects that 

she held dear.” 

 

For more information about the Anita Reiner Tribute Fund for Contemporary Initiatives, 

please contact Andrea O’Brien at aobrien@phillipscollection.org or 202-387-2151 x230. 

 

ABOUT THE PHILLIPS COLLECTION  

The Phillips Collection is one of the world’s most distinguished collections of Impressionist and Modern 

American and European art. Stressing the continuity between art of the past and present, it offers a 

strikingly original and experimental approach to Modern art by combining works of different nationalities 

and periods in displays that change frequently. The setting is similarly unconventional, featuring small 

rooms, a domestic scale, and a personal atmosphere. Artists represented in the collection include Pierre-

Auguste Renoir, Vincent van Gogh, Edgar Degas, Henri Matisse, Pierre Bonnard, Paul Cézanne, Pablo 

Picasso, Paul Klee, Claude Monet, Honoré Daumier, Georgia O’Keeffe, Arthur Dove, Mark Rothko, 

Milton Avery, Jacob Lawrence, and Richard Diebenkorn, among others. The Phillips Collection, 

America’s first museum of modern art, has an active collecting program and regularly organizes 

acclaimed special exhibitions, many of which travel internationally. The Intersections series features 

projects by contemporary artists, responding to art and spaces in the museum. The Phillips also produces 

award-winning education programs for K–12 teachers and students, as well as for adults. The museum’s 

Center for the Study of Modern Art explores new ways of thinking about art and the nature of creativity, 

through artist visits and lectures, and provides a forum for scholars through courses, postdoctoral 

fellowships, and internships. Since 1941, the museum has hosted Sunday Concerts in its wood-paneled 

Music Room. The Phillips Collection is a private, non-government museum, supported primarily by 

donations.  
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