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November 14, 2014 – January 6, 2015 
Striking Types 
Historic Typewriters in Changing Times. Writing Machines and 
Obsolescence. Photography by Robert Bean 
 

The @-sign was first integrated into the keyboard in 1882, when 
North American typewriter manufacture, Caligraph, presented 
Model 2 in the USA. The occasion was a request by North Amer-
ican Association of Stenographers to integrate the @-sign into 
the keyboard as a commercial abbreviation. With the numerous 
historical items of Ludwigsburg expert, Lothar K. Friedrich, the 
exhibition Striking Types documents the evolution of mechani-
cal writing machines from North America and Europe through to 
the emergence of the PC era. A parallel exhibition by Canadian 
photographic artist Robert Bean, takes an analytic look at the 
mechanics and type face of the typewriter that have now van-
ished from everyday life. 
 
The @-sign is a symbol of worldwide accessibility via email. The inven-
tor of the email address, North American Ray Tomlinson, adopted the 

sign as a unambiguous separator in 1971 because, until that time, it had 
not been used in written language. The @-sign was first used in Spain, 
in 1555. Spanish merchants used the @-sign (translated “to”) for use in 

invoices. Theories, according to which the @-sign could be a merging 
of “a” and “d” cannot be denied.  
 

The @-sign was first integrated into the typewriter keyboard in 1882. 
The American manufacturers of mechanical typewriters had been mar-
ket leaders from 1864 onwards, following the end of the North Ameri-

can Civil War. Though without the @-sign on the keyboard, with the 
onset of industrial revolution American typewriters then proceeded to 
conquer the European market. For the term “to”, German merchants 

used, for example, the German sign “á”.  
 
The collection by Lothar K. Friedrich, which presents Striking Types, 

documents the historical development of the typewriter in North Ameri-
ca, comprises historical works from the beginnings of worldwide indus-
trialization and office organization. 

 
By way of his art photography, Canadian professor of photography 
Robert Bean investigates the typographic use of mechanical typeface 

through to the dismantling of single parts of typewriters. Here, mechan-
ically written products, manuscripts, interact with the historical ma-
chines. Hence, a particular typographic history comes to light. 

 
His photographic series Folds and Etudes, for example, which show 
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crumpled pieces of exercise paper with the typewriter, objectify writing 
and paper. Imagining the loud striking of the keys when exercising the 

use of typewriter may be compared with learning a musical instrument. 
  
Lothar K. Friedrich  

Is an independent expert on historic typewriters. He was chief editor of 
technical production journals for almost forty years, and editor for the 
member journal “Historische Bürowelt”, published by International Fo-

rum Historische Bürowelt e.V., Essen. He was curator of the exhibitions 
“Über Schreiben und Rechnen anno Dazumal” in Ludwigsburg-
Eglosheim, from March through till December 2012, and in Königshofen 

an der Tauber in September 2013. 
 
Robert Bean  

Artist, writer and curator lives in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada. He is 
Professor at the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. His works have 
been shown in solo and group exhibitions in North America, Europe and 

Asia.  
Bean’s projects investigate the cultural questions which are thrown up 
by photography and the New Media in relation to perception, technolo-

gy and language. His works and publications are influenced by the cul-
ture of disappearance. Bean and his co-competitor Ian Sandler were 
commissioned to carry out research on the subject of “Obsolesce and 

the Culture of Human Invention” for the Social Science and Humanities 
Research Council in Canada, in 2007. 
 


