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Rossi & Rossi is pleased to announce Symmetrical, a solo exhibition of works by contemporary 
Pakistani artist Faiza Butt. Opening on Wednesday 12 December, Symmetrical features 
intricate works and portraiture that draws on the most basic of human questions: our sense of 
mortality coupled with the overwhelming will to survive.  
 
Inflamed by the geopolitical panorama of our time, Faiza Butt pours this charge directly into 
her art. Erosion (2014), a new series of portraiture by Butt, is the artist’s response to the 
brutality and violence of the 2014 Israel-Gaza conflict. The series uses the human face to 
highlight the absurdity of such comprehensive destruction: each face acts as a map to tell 
stories, establish cultural references and mark emotional trauma. She has consistently used 
images of children (her own or found images) in her practice, as children bring into focus an 
immediate and visceral response to the human tragedy of conflict.  
 
Born in Lahore, Pakistan, Butt was trained as a Mughal miniaturist at the National College of 
Arts in Lahore. The meticulous labour and conceptual rigour of such training can be seen in her 
current practice, where images are built up through a methodical and pointillist technique that 
hovers between the purdakht method of traditional Mughal miniature painting (the application 
of tiny marks of colour) and the pixels of a photograph to generate saturation of tone and 
colour. Using photographic images from the news media as a starting point for her creative 
projects, Butt works constantly to narrow the gap between photography and drawing in order 
to find a way to marry the two mediums. The artist’s pixilated images thus resemble 
photographs, but are handcrafted out of a labour-intensive mark-making.  
 
A fully illustrated catalogue with an essay by renowned curator and art historian Dr Sona Datta 
(Head of South Asian Art, Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, Massachusetts, USA), accompanies 
the exhibition. 
 

 
Faiza Butt, Erosion 9, 2014, ink-jet print and ink drawing  

on archival cotton paper, 42 x 29.7 cm (16 ½ x 11 ¾ in) 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Born in Lahore, Pakistan, in 1973, Faiza Butt received her BA from the National College of Arts 
in 1993, with honours, and was awarded the Berger Gold Medal for outstanding student of the 
year. She holds a master’s degree in painting with distinction from the Slade School of Fine Art, 
and a teaching certificate from the Institute of Education. In 1995, Butt was awarded a 
UNESCO-Aschberg Bursary, and was artist in residence for three months at the Bartle Arts 
Trust (BAT) in Durban, South Africa. During this time, she held workshops for women from 
shantytowns, presented talks at museums and galleries and produced a solo show at the BAT 
Centre. Her work has been exhibited at various art fairs, such as Art Dubai and Art Basel Hong 
Kong, and extensively in Europe, the Middle East, South Asia and the United States. Her work 
can also be found in private and public collections around the world. 
 
ABOUT ROSSI & ROSSI: 
Founded in 1985 in London by Anna Maria Rossi, who has some forty years of experience in the 
field of Asian art, and later joined by her son Fabio Rossi, Rossi & Rossi specialises in classical 
works of art from India and the Himalayan region as well as early Chinese and Central Asian 
textiles. In the mid-2000s, the gallery began working with contemporary Asian artists, and has 
rapidly established itself as a pioneer in the development of contemporary Asian art in the 
West, representing significant artists from emerging markets in Asia and the Middle East, and 
attracting major museums and private collectors worldwide. In addition to its London space, 
established in 1985, Rossi & Rossi opened a gallery in Hong Kong in 2013. In 2014 Rossi & Rossi 
relocated its London gallery to 27 Dover Street. 
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