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The work of the internationally renowned artist and  writer Etel Adnan is being 
shown for the first time in Austria at the “Writing  Mountains” exhibition at the 
Museum der Moderne Salzburg. 
 
Salzburg, November 14, 2014. The multifaceted work of Etel Adnan is being shown 
for the first time in Austria at the Museum der Moderne in Salzburg. The artist was 
born in Beirut in 1925 and after living in Paris, New York, and Sausalito, California, 
now resides again in Paris. She gained reputation as a writer, poet, artist, and culture 
journalist. Among Adnan’s most important books are Sitt Marie-Rose (1977), The 
Arab Apocalypse (1980), and Journey to Mount Tamalpaïs (1986). 
 
Parallel to her writing Adnan began in 1959 to devote her attention to visual arts. The 
exhibition is showing around 150 of the artist’s paintings, works on paper, tapestries 
and film works from the 1960s to the present day. Audio recordings and a selection 
of her publications which have been published in numerous languages round off the 
show. “Since her presentation at Documenta 13 in Kassel in 2012, her paintings have 
been known to a wider public and are shown at exhibitions all over the world. I am 
delighted that she has accepted our invitation, permitting us to present an extensive 
exhibition of her work for the first time in Austria,” says Sabine Breitwieser, director of 
Museum der Moderne Salzburg. “Once again we are showing how different 
disciplines interrelate and how fruitful an artistic vision from a less familiar 
perspective can be.” Curator Tina Teufel explains “that writing in the Arab world has 
a mystical significance. For Etel Adnan it is also a way of drawing. The exhibition 
Writing Mountains underscores this close connection between literature and the 
visual arts.” 
 
Most of the exhibition is made up of Adnan’s small-format paintings. Her early work, 
typically consisting of areas of color reminiscent of architecture, is often compared 
with the work of Nicolas de Staël. There are also stylistic echoes of Paul Cézanne, 
Paul Klee, and Pablo Picasso. “For me, painting is love of the world,” says Adnan. 
Mountains have always had a great fascination for her and they are therefore one of 
the leitmotifs of this exhibition. Mount Tamalpaïs north of San Francisco is a 
particular source of inspiration. The artist could see it every day from her study, and it 
was a comfortable and familiar place for her. It was also the basis for her 
experimentation with contrasting colors as she moved towards a more abstract style. 
Her pictures become landscapes of the mind in which her poetic language is given 
visual form. The speed with which Adnan works give her artistic expression a unique 
immediacy. They are studies in color and form and sketches of landscapes, 
particularly Mount Tamalpaïs. Over the years she has completed thousands of works 
showing the mountain in different colors, lights, seasons, and times of day. 
 
Accordion-fold artist’s books have had a particular place in her oeuvre since 1964. 
Adnan sees writing as a kind of drawing. She combines writing and pictures, text and 
drawing on Japanese washi paper, folded accordion-style as in traditional Japanese 
emaki-mono. Her books mostly contain poems by contemporary Arabic poets like 
Badr Shakir Al-Sayyab. Journey to Mount Tamalpaïs (2008) seen at this exhibition is 
an example of an accordion-fold book featuring her own writing. 
 
Since the late 1950s Adnan has also been designing carpets and tapestries, mostly 
for public buildings, such as the library of Dominican College in San Rafael, 
California, where she taught philosophy. She therefore sees them as a kind of public 
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art. The tapestries reflect on the classic woven kelims from the Middle East, based 
on a centuries-old pre-Islamic tradition. The mobility of the color, reminiscent of 
Wassily Kandinsky, is particularly important to the artist. 
 
In her seventy or so Super 8 films from the 1980s, Adnan seeks to capture her 
personal perception, showing seemingly insignificant moments and observations: 
Mount Tamalpaïs, the Pacific Ocean, birds seen as she flies over the mountain. In 
New York she had an apartment on the thirty-fourth floor, from which she could see 
more than seven bridges. She filmed these bridges, the river, and the passing ships, 
as well as natural phenomena such as sunsets, waterfalls, or fog. Her focus was not 
so much on the subject as the light, colors, and movement. 
 
Adnan’s artistic and literary creativity transcends linguistic, cultural, and geographical 
boundaries. The different forms of expression represent facets of her identity, which 
the artist sees as a continuously changing process. 
 
Curator: Tina Teufel, curator, Museum der Moderne Salzburg 
 
At 3 p.m. on January 11, 2015, the German actress Corinna Harfouch will read from 
Etel Adnan’s poetry cycle The Arab Apocalypse to the accompaniment of music by 
the composer Johannes Gwisdek. 
At 11 a.m. on January 18, 2015, The Adnan Songbook for Soprano and Ensemble 
(1992–1996), a concert in cooperation with the œnm. österreichisches ensemble für 
neue musik will be performed (music: Gavin Bryars). 
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Opening Hours: 
Tue–Sun 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Wed 10 a.m.–8 p.m. 
During the festival seasons also Mon 10 a.m.–6 p.m 
 
Admission (only Mönchsberg): 
Regular € 8 
Reduced € 6 
Families € 12 
Groups € 7  
Tickets with reduced fare for the Mönchsberg elevator available at the station. 
 


