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INTERNATIONAL PERFORMANCE ART 
EXHIBITION A COUP FOR BRISBANE

BRISBANE: Queensland University of Technology (QUT) Art Museum 
will host the international performance art exhibition Performance 
Now from 6 December 2014—1 March 2015 in an Australian 
exclusive.

Independent Curators International (ICI) and Performa, both New York, 
present Performance Now, a selection of works by artists from a vast 
repository of new performance from around the world since 2000, a period 
that has witnessed an exponential growth in the field. 

More than a century after the Italian Futurists insisted on an increased 
engagement with their audiences and solicited artists of every discipline 
to join their cause, performance by visual artists has become central to 
our understanding of the development of contemporary art ideas and 
sensibilities. 

Bringing together some of the most significant practitioners today, Performance Now surveys critical and experimental 
currents in performance internationally featuring works by Marina Abramovic, William Kentridge, Clifford Owens, Marvin 
Gaye Chetwynd, and Jérôme Bel, among others.

Together, the selected works are an indication of the extent to which visual artists use performance as part of their creative 
process; how that process produces objects, installations, video, or photography interchangeably; and how these mediums 
have been enlivened by the demands of recording performance in innovative ways.

QUT Art Museum is excited to be the exclusive venue bringing this seminal exhibition on performance to Australian 
audiences, according to QUT Art Museum curator, Megan Williams.

"What a coup to experience an exhibition curated by the person considered the leader in the field of performance art. Ms 
Goldberg really has brought together the best of what is a dynamic field in Performance Now," Ms Williams said.

With many major museums throughout the world establishing performance art departments, and performance recognised 
as one of the most significant artistic forms of the 21st century, this exhibition provides a window onto these important 
developments, generating discussion about the history of performance art. 

Performance Now is curated by RoseLee Goldberg, Founding Director and Curator of Performa. Ms Goldberg’s seminal 
study, Performance Art: From Futurism to the Present (first published in 1979 and now in its third edition) is regarded as the 
leading text for understanding the development of the genre.

"We are thrilled that Performance Now will be seen in Australia, where there is such a strong history of artists working in 
performance. We look forward to great feedback and to keeping the connection going," Ms Goldberg said.

Performance Now opens at QUT Art Museum on 6 December 2014, and continues to 1 March 2015. Entry is free.

—ENDS—

Media Contact 
Alison Clifford, Senior Marketing Officer, QUT Precincts | a.clifford@qut.edu.au or (07) 3138 3380

´

Marina ABRAMOVIĆ, Seven Easy Pieces 2005. Seven-screen installation, 
colour, sound, 7 hrs. Courtesy of the artist and Sean Kelley Gallery, New 
York.
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Performance Now
6 December 2014—1 March 2015*
Tuesday–Friday 10.00am–5.00pm, Saturday–Sunday 12.00pm–4.00pm 
FREE ADMISSION

QUT Art Museum 
2 George Street, Brisbane (adjacent the City Botanic Gardens)
www.artmuseum.qut.edu.au | artmuseum@qut.edu.au | 07 3138 5370
 
*OPENING NIGHT Friday 5 December 6.00pm with special guests: 
Jeff Kahn, Artistic Director, Performance Space (Sydney) 
Featuring a new performance work by Clark Beaumont (www.clarkbeaumont.com)

CREDITS 
Performance Now was produced by Independent Curators International (ICI), New York, and Performa. The curator for the exhibition is 
RoseLee Goldberg, Founding Director and Curator of Performa. The exhibition and tour are made possible, in part, by grants from the 
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation and the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts; the ICI Board of Trustees; and donors to ICI's 
Access fund.

ARTISTS
Marina Abramovic, Jennifer Allora and Guillermo Calzadilla, Yael Bartana, Jérôme Bel, Guy Ben Ner, Marvin Gaye Chetwynd, Nathalie 
Djurberg & Hans Berg, Claire Fontaine, Christian Jankowski, Regina Jose Galindo, Jesper Just, William Kentridge, Ragnar Kjartansson, Liz 
Magic Laser, Kalup Linzy, Nandipha Mntambo, Kelly Nipper, Clifford Owens, Santiago Sierra, Laurie Simmons, and Ryan Trecartin.

ABOUT THE CURATOR: ROSELEE GOLDBERG
Goldberg’s seminal study, Performance Art: From Futurism to the Present (first published in 1979 and now in its third edition) is regarded 
as the leading text for understanding the development of the genre and has been translated into more languages (including Chinese, 
Croatian, French, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, and Spanish) than any other book of its kind. When director of the Royal College of Art 
(RCA) Gallery in London, Ms. Goldberg established a program that pioneered an integrative approach to curating exhibitions, performance, 
and symposia, directly involving the various departments of the RCA in all aspects of the exhibitions program. As curator at the Kitchen in 
New York she continued to advocate for multi-disciplinary practices to have equal prominence by establishing the exhibition space, a video 
viewing room, and a performance series. Most recently, her vision in the creation of Performa has set a precedent for performance art that 
is now impacting museum programming and diverse audiences across the US and abroad.

ABOUT PERFORMA http://performa-arts.org/
Founded in 2004 by art historian and curator RoseLee Goldberg, Performa is the leading international organization dedicated to exploring 
the critical role of live visual art performance in the history of the twentieth century and to generating new directions for the twenty- 
first century, engaging artists and audiences through experimentation, innovation and collaboration.  Performa’s unique year-round 
commissioning, touring, and education programs, involving all disciplines, culminate in the internationally acclaimed Performa biennial, 
which together forge a new course for contemporary art and culture.  In 2005, Performa launched New York’s first- ever biennial dedicated 
to visual art performance, Performa 05. The fifth biennial, Performa 13, was presented last November. The Performa Institute, a platform 
for the research and educational components of Performa, presents lectures, panel discussions and workshops on an ongoing basis that 
explore critical issues surrounding performance and its history across disciplines, including dance, film, music and architecture.

ABOUT ICI curatorsintl.org
Independent Curators International (ICI) produces exhibitions, events, publications, research and training opportunities for curators and 
diverse audiences around the world. Established in 1975 and headquartered in New York, ICI is a hub that connects emerging and 

#PerformanceNow
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established curators, artists, and art spaces, foraging international networks and generating new forms of collaborations. ICI provides 
access to the people and practices that are key to current developments in the field, inspiring fresh ways of seeing and contextualizing 
contemporary art. 
 
In 2014, ICI exhibitions will be seen in over 37 venues in 15 countries and 11 U.S. states. Emerging curators from 24 countries participated 
in the Curatorial Intensive, ICI's professional training program, with courses held in Addis Ababa, Mexico City, Moscow, and New York; and 
more than 60 curators and artists are contributing to ICI's talks, public programs, and research initiatives.  


