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Threewalls is pleased to present the first solo exhibition in Chicago of video 
and television works by the pioneering Argentine artist Jaime Davidovich, 
curated by Daniel Quiles. In the Project Room, Chicago-based artist Latham 
Zearfoss will create an immersive sound installation.  
 
Outreach: 1974-1984 examines the dynamic ten-year period in which 
Davidovich transitioned from formalist experiments with installation and 
video to the production of public-access cable television programs. 
 
Born in 1936 in Buenos Aires, Davidovich first exhibited his paintings in 1958. 
He moved to New York City in 1963, where he developed a mode of post-
minimalism based around the application of strips of adhesive tape to 
gallery walls. In the early 1970s, Davidovich began to use videotape as well, 
eventually producing videos that methodically reflect on his immediate 
environment in downtown New York City: his studio and the city block directly 
outside it. In 1976, he became a founding member of Cable SoHo--one of the 
earliest initiatives toward artist-made television--and a few years later 
became president of the Artists’ Television Network. Between 1979 and 1984, 
he produced The Live! Show for the Manhattan Cable Television, on which he 
appeared as his TV personality, Dr. Videovich, a specialist in television 
addiction. Throughout this period, some of Davidovich’s projects, among 
them "La patria vacía (Empty Fatherland, 1975)" and "Evita Then and Now: A 
Video Scrapbook (1984)," reflected on ongoing political problems in 
Argentina from an expatriate’s perspective. 
 
Three distinct programs of Davidovich’s work will rotate over the course of 
this six-week exhibition at Threewalls. Each will feature work from a range of 
dates that illustrate the rapid transformations in the artist’s sensibility and 
technological possibilities. 
 
Outreach: 1974-1984 includes archival material from Davidovich’s 
communications with both art and broadcasting institutions, as well as a 
collaboration with ACRE TV, an artist-made live-streaming television 
network. During the exhibition, ACRE TV will incorporate works by Davidovich 
into a live performance and a broadcast stream titled Direct Object/Direct 



Action, which will be installed and broadcast in the gallery during the run of 
the exhibition. There is an open call  for moving image work to be 
included in Direct Object/Direct Action  until  November 25.  
  
Other associated programming includes a screening with programmer 
Robyn Farrell, as well as panel discussions on the subject of artist broadcast 
television. 
 
Latham Zearfoss’ immersive sound installation in the Project Room, part of 
Threewalls' SOLO exhibition program, is a layered, echoing series of 
recordings of the word "yes." His piece explores consensual, hopeful, 
tentative, and tenuous rituals of affirmation, especially as they relate to our 
digital lives. Yes x 1000 addresses ways in which interconnected online 
platforms create realms of easy approval and validation, while also 
sometimes--paradoxically--reinforcing isolation.  
  

 
 
Jaime Davidovich is a multidisciplinary artist whose work encompasses 
painting, photography, video art, television art, installation, and media 
activism. Born in Buenos Aires, he is best known as a pioneering advocate 
for artist-run, local cable television programming, Davidovich was a 
founding member of Cable SoHo (1976) and founder and president of the 
Artists’ Television Network (1978-1984). Davidovich is the Joan Mitchell 
Foundation’s 2013-14 Creating A Living Legacy (CALL) Artist. In 2010. he was 
honored with a retrospective exhibition at ARTIUM, Centro-Museo Vasco de 
Arte Contemporaneo in Spain. Other solo exhibitions include Cabinet, 
Brooklyn, New York; MAMBA: Museo de Arte Moderno de Buenos Aires; 
Vanguardia, Bilbao, Spain; and the American Museum of the Moving Image, 
Astoria, New York. His work has also been exhibited at the J. Paul Getty 
Museum, Los Angeles; Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, Madrid, 
Spain; the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; and the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York, among others. Davidovich lives and works in New York. 
 
Daniel Quiles is an Assistant Professor of Art History, Theory, and Criticism 
at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. He received his Ph.D. from the 
CUNY Graduate Center in 2010, and is currently completing a book 
manuscript titled Ghost Messages: Argentine Conceptualism, 1965–72. He is 
also an art critic who writes for Artforum and Burlington Magazine, among 
others. He was a 2003–2004 Critical Studies Fellow in the Whitney 
Independent Study Program, and recently received a 2013 Warhol 
Foundation Arts Writers Grant. 
 
Latham Zearfoss is an artist and cultural producer living and working in 
Chicago. He graduated from The School of the Art Institute of Chicago with a 
BFA in 2008, and from the University of Illinois at Chicago with an MFA in 2011. 
He has played a leading role in the creation of a number of temporary, 
utopian projects, including Pilot TV and Chances Dances.   
 


