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In Inhabitations the Aargauer Kunsthaus presents works of young 

artists from Switzerland and abroad that centre on the body as the 

habitat of phantasms and fictions, desires and obsessions. The 

exhibition looks at the body as a projection surface, a realm of 

sensory experiences, and a seat of desires. 

 

The body, the foundation of our existence, has always been a focus of 

cultural discourse. While almost all religions have debated its hybrid 

nature between corporeality and metaphysical significance, science, for 

instance, looks mainly at its anatomical nature. In art, physical 

manifestations are the point of departure and projection surface for 

aesthetic reflections and its significance for the present. 

The group show Inhabitations: Phantasms of the Body in Contemporary Art at 

the Aargauer Kunsthaus starts out from the body as a receptacle that is 

filled with perceptions and visions. This raises questions such as how the 

body becomes an intermediary between the Ego and the world. Does it 

function as a mouthpiece, as a model we go by in particular actions? 

Based on selected artistic practices, the show points out the utopian 

dreams, ideologies, and visions that bodies contain and that are reflected 

in their appearance. The exhibition comprises various media, including 

drawings, sculptures, videos, and installations. Melodie Mousset’s 2012 

work Impulsive Control illustrates the extent to which the body serves as a 

projection surface. In three video films her body rotates on a pottery 

wheel, while the hands of a ceramist form vessels on her head. Physical 

impulses inform the pottery shapes, which subsequently break away from 

their human basis in order to exist as independent earthenware objects. 

In his expansive multimedia installation Augustin Rebetez causes us to 

physically experience the world and sensory impressions in a very different 



 

way. He constructs allegorical and universal moments of contemporary 

society, in which the subjects "body" and "house" repeatedly appear. 

Another way in which the body is discussed in the exhibition is as a 

resonating body. One work that illustrates this is the video piece Vororte 

der Körper (Suburbs of the Body; 2012/2015) by Yves Netzhammer. To what 

extent can the body provide thought with a space for sensory experiences 

and desires? The artistic treatments of the body find appropriate images 

for phantasies. 

In addition to representations of the body as an entity with many limbs and 

functions, gestures of mutation in the paintings of Beni Bischof turn 

monstrous and distortions and deformations become apparent. This also 

suggests the notion that bodies can be penetrated and beleaguered by other 

beings. Artistic realisations can include the excessive physical straining 

and overflowing of material that extends and deforms the body.  

With the body as a vessel of desires the show draws a thematic line from 

the simultaneously shown works that Hans Schärer created in the period from 

the 1960s to the 1980s to the present. As a prominent subject of art, it is 

possible to view the different treatments of the body within a larger 

context. Inhabitations contributes to this discourse and amalgamates the 

sustained and current interest of artists in strategies of staging the 

body. 

 

Artists Included: 
Nel Aerts (b. 1987, BE), Nathalie Bissig (b. 1981, CH), Beni Bischof (b. 
1976, CH), Nathalie Djurberg and Hans Berg (both b. 1978, SE), Andrea 
Heller (b. 1975, CH), Melodie Mousset (b. 1981, F), Augustin Rebetez (b. 
1986, CH), Tanja Roscic (b. 1980, CH/KOS), Loredana Sperini (b. 1970, CH), 
Yves Netzhammer (b. 1970, CH) 
 
Editions 
 
Edition by Augustin Rebetez 
Colour photograph, limited edition 
Edition of 25 + 5 artist’s proofs, 27 × 40 cm each 
CHF 580.– / 500.– for members of the Aargau Art Association 
 
Edition by Tanja Roscic 
Bronze object, limited edition 
Edition of 6 + 2 artist’s proofs, 4 × 3.5 × 8.5 cm each 
CHF 730.– / 650.– for members of the Aargau Art Association 
 
Curator 
Marianne Wagner, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
 



 

Preview for the Media 
Thursday, 30 Apr., 10 am 
Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli; introduction by Marianne Wagner, 
Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
 
Exhibition Opening 
Thursday, 30 Apr., 6 pm 
6.15 pm Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli, Director; introduction by 
Marianne Wagner, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus.  
Followed by a reception in the foyer 
5 – 6 pm Preview for members of the Aargau Art Association 
 
Performance by Eugénie Rebetez 
Thursday, 30 Apr., 7.15 pm 
In the context of the exhibition opening, artist Eugénie Rebetez will 
present her new performance which she developed specially for the 
Inhabitations exhibition. Eugénie Rebetez (b. 1984, CH) lives and works in 
Zürich. As a dancer and performance artist she uses her body and her voice 
as tools for her musical and choreographic work. 
 
Artists' Talk 
Sunday, 10 May, 11 am 
Tour of the exhibition and discussion with the artists Melodie Mousset, 
Yves Netzhammer, and Andrea Heller and the show’s curator, Marianne Wagner.  
Followed by a reception. Museum admission + CHF 12.– 
 
Combined Guided Tours, Hans Schärer/Inhabitations 
 
Thursday, 6.30 pm 
7 May with Brigitte Haas, 28 May with Annette Bürgi, 11 June with Astrid 
Näff, 18 June with Brigitte Haas, 25 June with Astrid Näff, 9 July with 
Annette Bürgi, 16 / 23 / 30 July with Astrid Näff 
 
Sunday, 11 am 
3 May with Brigitte Haas, 24 / 31 May with Annette Bürgi, 7 June with 
Astrid Näff, 14 June with Brigitte Haas, 21 June with Annette Bürgi,  
28 June with Brigitte Haas, 12 July with Astrid Näff, 19 July with Annette 
Bürgi, 26 July with Simone Flüeler, 2 Aug. with Brigitte Haas 
 
Sunday, 1 pm 
2 Aug. with Brigitte Haas 

Whitmonday, 11 am 
25 May with Annette Bürgi 
 
Art Education 
 
Art Picnic 
Thursday, 11 June, 12 – 1 pm 
Lunchtime tour with a sandwich afterwards 
Museum admission + CHF 10.-  
 
 
 
 



 

Rendez-vous  
Sunday, 14 June, 12.30 − 2 pm 
With Dr. Johannes Binotto, culture and media scholar, and Silja Burch,  
art historian. 
Museum admission + CHF 10.– 
 
Talk & Tea 
Wednesday, 17 June, 3 – 5 pm  
Dialogue-based tour of the exhibition in English, tea afterwards 
Museum admission + CHF 10.– 
 
Dates for Art Workshops (school classes) and Art Meets (adults) upon 
request: Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 31; email: kunstvermittlung@ag.ch 
 
 
Images for the Media 
Images are available for downloading on our website 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch> Media. Please consider the copyright.  
 

Opening Hours 
Tue – Sun: 10 am – 5 pm; Thu: 10 am – 8 pm 
 
Holiday Opening Hours  
Open 10 – 17 pm: Labour Day/May Day, 1 May 2015; Ascension Day, 14 May 
2015; Whitsunday, 24 May 2015; Whitmonday, 25 May 2015; Eve of Maienzug,  
2 July 2015; Maienzug, 3 July 2015; Swiss National Holiday, 1 Aug. 2015 
 
Kunsthaus Café 
Tue – Sun: 10 am – 5 pm; Thu: 10 am – 8 pm; reservations: tel. +41 (0)62 
835 23 37 
 
 
For additional information please contact 

Madeleine Schuppli, Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus,  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 30, email madeleine.schuppli@ag.ch 

Marianne Wagner, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus,  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 37 34, email marianne.wagner@ag.ch (until 30.4.2015) 

Nicole Rampa, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus,  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 37 34, email nicole.rampa@ag.ch (from 1.5.2015) 

Filomena Colecchia, Media/Communication, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 34, email filomena.colecchia@ag.ch 
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