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Both fascinating and forbidding, the theme of "night" has always 

been an engine of philosophy, literature, and the visual arts. In 

the exhibition Nocturnal Images the Aargauer Kunsthaus shows how 

artists of different periods have dealt with the absence of light, 

how they evoke nocturnal moods and treat objects and symbols 

associated with the night. The exhibition includes paintings, 

objects, photographs, and videos from the museum's collection, as 

well as selected loans. 

 

Artists have always felt drawn to the night: some value it as a quiet 

productive time, while others treat it as a pictorial subject and mood in 

their works. Leonardo Da Vinci, in his Treatise on Painting (c. 1490), 

already described the difficulty of capturing the dark as well as the 

particular conditions of colour and light at night-time in painting. The 

aesthetics of the night involves, for example, the use of light sources 

such as the moon, stars, candles, and lamps that offer strong contrasts to 

the darkness. Within our exhibition this is illustrated by works of artists 

such as Max Burgmeier (1881–1947), Franz Gertsch (b. 1930), Caspar Wolf 

(1735–1783) and Otto Wyler (1887–1965). To some artists, such as Hans Arp 

(1886–1966), Marianne Engel (b. 1972), Ernst Maass (1904–1971) and Ilse 

Weber (1908–1984), the night is a vessel for dreams and mysticism: 

symbolically charged objects and surreal compositions depict the night as a 

transition zone between reality and dream world.  
 

In addition to painting and object art, a major focus of the exhibition is 

on the light-sensitive media of photography and film. In the history of 

photography the technique of nocturnal photography has continually evolved 

since the first attempts by the Hungarian-French photographer Brassaï who 

in the 1930s captured Paris nightlife in black and white. Visual effects 

such as blurring, motion blur and image noise can be more easily controlled 

technically today, though often they are used as a creative device 



 

precisely because of their painterly quality. Contrasting with these are 

well-lit, high-resolution close-ups. The contrary approaches are 

illustrated in the exhibition by various cinematic and photographic 

practices: in the work of Pietro Mattioli (b. 1957) overlooked corners and 

traces of everyday life are caught in the camera’s flashlight, while Georg 

Aerni (b. 1959), Clemens Klopfenstein (b. 1944), Thomas Flechtner (b. 1961) 

and Eric Hattan (b. 1955) focus their photo and film cameras on the "big 

city at night": fleeting poetic images of nocturnal life contrast with 

impressively lit architectural shots.  
 

The 2013 video work Eighteen by Teresa Hubbard (b. 1965) and Alexander 

Birchler (b. 1962) will be shown for the first time in Europe. In it the 

night serves as a moodscape — just as in the preceding 2001 video Eight, a 

major work in the video collection of the Aargauer Kunsthaus that will also 

be on view in this exhibition.  
 

Among the other artists included in the exhibition are Cristian Andersen 

(b. 1974), Hans Baumgartner (1911–1996), Michael Biberstein (1948-2013), 

Johann Heinrich Füssli (1741–1825), Gian Paolo Minelli (b. 1968), and Jurek 

Zaba (b. 1957). 

 
Curator: Dr. Thomas Schmutz, Curator / Dep. Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus  
Curatorial Assistance: Julia Schallberger, Research Assistant  
 
Exhibition Opening 
Saturday, 29 Aug. 2015, 6 pm  
6.15 pm Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli, Director; introduction by 
Thomas Schmutz, Curator. Followed by a reception in the foyer 
Childrens' Opening, 6 – 8 pm  
Meet at the studio downstairs (for children 5 – 13 years old) 
 
Artists' Talk 
Thursday, 10 Sep., 6.30 pm  
The artists Georg Aerni and Pietro Mattioli in conversation with Thomas 
Schmutz, curator. Followed by a reception in the foyer. Admission + CHF 8.–  
 
Rendez-vous  
Sunday, 20 Sep., 1 – 2.30 pm  
Dialogue-based guided tour with Pietro Mattioli, artist, and Christin 
Bugarski, Head of Art Education. Admission + CHF 10.-  
 
Film Screening  
Thursday, 24 Sep., 8 pm  
Geschichte der Nacht, 1978 (63") 
Afterwards Thomas Schmutz, curator, in conversation with Clemens 
Klopfenstein, director, and Simon Koenig, art historian and film scholar. 
Admission + CHF 15.−  
 



 

Art Picnic 
Thursday, 8 Oct., 12 – 1 pm 
Tour of the exhibition and creative involvement. Afterwards sandwich 
With Silja Burch, art education specialist. Admission + CHF 10.- 
 
Talk & Tea 
Thursday, 15 Oct., 5.30 – 7.30 pm 
Dialogue-based tour of the exhibition in English. Afterwards tea and pastry 
With Kristen Erdmann, art educator 
Admission + CHF 10.- 
 
Guided Tours 
 

Thursday 6.30 pm 
3 Sept. with Astrid Näff, 24 Sep. with Julia Schallberger, 22 Oct. with 
Astrid Näff 
 

Sunday 11 am 
20 Sep. with Franziska Staerkle, 4 Oct. and 1 Nov. with Astrid Näff 
 
Art Education 
 
Introduction for Instructors  
Wednesday, 2 Sep., 2.30 – 4.30 pm 
 
Family Sunday 
Sunday, 11 Oct., 11 am / 1 pm / 3 pm 
Interactive guided tour and workshop regarding the Nocturnal Images 
exhibition  
 
Open Studio 
Sunday, 25 Oct., 11 am – 4 pm 
Regarding the exhibition Nocturnal Images 
 
For schools, families, and children, adolescents, and barrier-free events 
please refer to the separate programme or visit our website at 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch/en/art-education  
 
Images for the media 
Images are available for downloading on our website 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch> Media. Please consider the copyright.  
 
Opening Hours 
Tue – Sun: 10 am – 5 pm; Thu: 10 am – 8 pm 
 

 
For additional information please contact 
 

Thomas Schmutz, Curator / Dep. Director  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 22, email: thomas.schmutz@ag.ch  
 

Filomena Colecchia, Communication / Media  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 34, email: filomena.colecchia@ag.ch 
 

Become a fan of the Aargauer Kunsthaus on Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter. 
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