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Samuel Levack and Jennifer Lewandowski 
‘Alternative Equinox’, 2014 
Digital video stills

French Riviera presents its most ambitious project to date: a moving image and architectural 
installation by artists Samuel Levack and Jennifer Lewandowski occupying the house 
above the gallery and its outdoor spaces.  

 
309 Bethnal Green Road is of particular significance to the artists as their former home. The 
work will respond to this personal context and wider issues around how artistic society 
functions in the modern global city of London, with the rising cost of living making alternative 
lifestyles increasingly difficult to sustain.  

 
The installation will include new digital videos, presenting dystopian and utopian visions as 
poetic cityscapes, together with portraits of friends in public spaces, shot on the spring and 
autumn equinoxes and evoking a nostalgic vision of utopian living. The videos will be 
presented as part of a site-specific immersive installation that will include paintings, sculptures, 
textiles and scents, creating a powerful sense of place in this totemic building. A specially 
commissioned text by writer and curator Francesca Gavin will accompany the exhibition. 

 
Following the installation in the house, the second part of the project will be a performance 
programme in the gallery in January 2015, co-curated with Attilia Fattori Franchini. The 
programme will feature a selection of emerging artists invited to respond to ideas of alternative 
lifestyles and act as a bridge between the city street and the domestic home environments. 

 
Notes to editors: 

 
! The title of the project is inspired by the series of counterculture guidebooks, self-published by activist 

Nicholas Saunders during the 1970s and 1980s, including ‘Alternative London’ and ‘Alternative 
England and Wales’.  
 

! French Riviera is a gallery in Bethnal Green, East London, presented by artists Samuel Levack and 
Jennifer Lewandowski as an extension of their long-standing collaboration. Occupying a former shop 
on Bethnal Green Road, the gallery offers a platform to artists who are currently without representation 
in the UK. Artists shown by the gallery include Lisa Brice, Fabienne Hess, Lucy Woodhouse, Nicholas 
Pankhurst, Thomas Dozol and Leslie Kulesh. 

 
! Attilia Fattori Franchini is a curator based in London and co-founder of the online platforms 

bubblebyte.org and Opening Times. Her work explores networked cultures and the creation of hybrid 
platforms for the production and display of art. attiliaff.com  


