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Walter Wickiser Gallery is proud to announce the exhibition of Man Hee Kim “Pilgrim From the 
East” from December 2nd to December 31st, 2014. The opening reception will be held on Thursday, 
December 11th, from 6- 8 pm. 

“In an era dominated by photography and recycled images, Man Hee Kim (1948-  ) evokes a fresh, 
dazzling vision in his subtly nuanced paintings. For over sixty years Kim has painted in his native 
Korea, as well as in Paris and New York where his work became deeply rooted in modernist 
traditions. Kim began as a painter in the manner of French Realism, Impressionism and Post-
Impressionism. Throughout his career he has absorbed a myriad of influences from both the East 
and the West, yet his work eludes being defined by a single nationality or culture. His points of 
reference are both more individual and more international in outlook than most abstract painters 
working today.

One can see influences of Helen Frankenthaler, Po Kim, Franz Kline, Willem de Kooning, Morris 
Louis, Gerhard Richter, Robert Ryman, Lee Ufan, and Park Seo Bo, but it is true Kim synthesizing 
East and West in his own unique way. In this way, Kim’s abstractions convey the ambiguity as to 
their specific source or combination of sources of the forms. Kim’s present stature in the twenty-
first century art world has indeed been a long journey. Respecting the physical and formal elements 
of a lyrically heightened Asian aesthetic, yet learning from European and American modernism, 
Kim has synthesized the key qualities of both Eastern and Western traditions.”**

 **Excerpt from Man Hee Kim: Pilgrim From the East by Robert P. Metzger PhD. 

Man Hee Kim’s artworks have been presented in international museums including Hangaram Art 
Museum, Seoul, South Korea, Repin Academy Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia, and prestigious 
galleries in Paris, New York, Tokyo, and Seoul to name a few. Kim was awarded the Special Prize 
for Abstract Painting in The 27th Grand Art Exhibition of Korea and The 36th Gusangjeon Fine 
Art Grand Contest.

For further information, please contact Jiyeon Jung at 212-941-1817 or wwickiserg@aol.com, 
Turesday - Saturday, 11 am - 6 pm. 

**Robert P. Metzger is Director Emeritus of the Reading Museum in Pennsylvania, served in that capacity at the Aldrich Museum, the 
Allentown Art Museum, and the Stamford Museum. Curator for collectors: W. Hawkins Ferry, Lydia Winston Malbin and Richard 
Brown Baker. He taught at the University of Detroit and Bucknell University and studied at Columbia, U.C.L.A. , Concordia, 
Wayne University and the Victorian School in London. 


