
 
 
 

 
 

THE BMA’S TEXTILE GALLERY RETURNS WITH  
EARLY AMERICAN EMBROIDERIES  

  
 
BALTIMORE, MD (September 4, 2014)—In conjunction with the grand opening of the renovated 
American Wing, the Baltimore Museum of Art (BMA) presents Lessons Learned: American Schoolgirl 
Embroideries on view November 23-May 2015. The exhibition features more than 20 samplers and silk 
embroideries made by American girls who attended schools in Maryland and other states along the East 
Coast during the 18th and 19th centuries. From opulent to understated, the works provide a fascinating 
glimpse into early American life.  
 
“The samplers and embroideries on view in Lessons Learned were once displayed by families as 
showpieces to advertise their daughters’ accomplishments,” said Curator of Textiles Anita Jones. “In 
working with a needle and thread, these young women learned a skill, diligence, patience, and 
obedience.”  The images they created were intended to inculcate the proper values desired in daughters 
and future wives, and to instill in them an appreciation for home, family, and nature.    
 
Landscapes, still lifes, moralistic verses, tributes to national heroes, and literary and biblical scenes are 
among the wide range of subjects. One of the most elaborate works depicts the exuberant interior of 
King Solomon’s palace and the imperial trappings of the Queen of Sheba’s entourage in silk, metallic 
threads, sequins, and glass gems. 
 
Lessons Learned: American Schoolgirl Embroideries heralds the return of the Jean and Allan Berman 
Textile Gallery, located within the renovated American Wing. The gallery highlights works from the 
BMA’s collection of more than 5,000 textiles spanning nearly 2,000 years.  
 
The exhibition is organized by Curator of Textiles Anita Jones. 
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ABOUT THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART 
The Baltimore Museum of Art (BMA) is home to an internationally renowned collection of 19th-century, 
modern, and contemporary art. Founded in 1914 with a single painting, the BMA today has 90,000 
works of art—including the largest holding of works by Henri Matisse in the world. The Museum is 
currently undergoing an unprecedented $28 million renovation to provide visitors with a more 
welcoming environment and more imaginative and inspiring encounters with art. The BMA is remaining 
open throughout the multi-year project so that visitors can enjoy its outstanding selection of European 
and American painting and sculpture from the 17th through 20th centuries and the newly reinstalled 
Contemporary Wing with 14 galleries showcasing the art of our time. Two beautifully landscaped 
gardens display an array of 20th-century sculpture that is an oasis in the city. 
 
The museum’s 100th anniversary will be celebrated in November 2014 with the reopening of the grand 
historic entrance designed by John Russell Pope and a beautiful new presentation of the museum’s 
distinguished collection of American art. Subsequent reopenings include expanded galleries for the 
African and Asian art collections and a new learning and creativity center that will open in 2015. Since 
2006, the BMA has eliminated general admission fees so that everyone can enjoy the power of art.  
 
RENOVATION 
The BMA’s exciting multi-year renovation is underway. If you are visiting the BMA to see a specific work 
of art or collection, please call ahead to make sure it will be on view.  In addition to renovating galleries, 
we continue to loan works and send traveling exhibitions from our outstanding collection to museums in 
the U.S. and abroad. Contact Visitor Services at 443-573-1701 during Museum hours for more 
information.   
 
VISITOR INFORMATION 
General admission to the BMA is free. The BMA is open Wednesday through Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (except major holidays). The Museum is closed Monday, Tuesday, 
New Year’s Day, July 4, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. The BMA is located on Art Museum Drive at North 
Charles and 31st Streets, three miles north of Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. For general Museum 
information, call 443-573-1700 or visit 

 
artbma.org. 
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